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Isn’t it time for a 
New Garage Door? 

With the ESSATI SALE, the 
decision’s made so much easier 


Our top of the range electric 'remote controlled' insulated aluminium 
rolling garage door -operated by hand held 'keyring' handset is 
currently reduced from a RRP of €2250 - to an amazing £799 

inc VAT & fitting. 


NOW JUST£799! 


INCLUDING VAT & FREE FITTING 



♦ Remote Control & keyring handset 

♦ Includes free internal manual override,; 

+ All doors conform fully to EU safety directives 

♦ White as standard, other colours available - ask for details 

♦ Extremely secure auto-locking system 

♦ Full 12 month warranty# Bottom rubber weatherseal 

♦ Price is for any sized single sized door up to 8ft 6" wide 

♦ Double skinned aluminium with foam insulation 


CALL 01245 396910 


This special offer includes free fitting. 

The offer on our website do es not include free fitting 
To benefit from this offer you should call: 01245 396910 


www.essatigaragedoors.co.uk 
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Why Big Weekend packs 
a punch and a legacy 


IT IS very easy to dismiss tourism as 
a rather flimsy economic thread; one 
which is built on fun and, therefore 
not as worthy, say, as manufacturing 
or heavy industry. 

Yet there are 3.2 billion reasons, to 
be precise, why you do so at your 
peril. Because that is how much, in 
pounds, tourism ploughs into the 
local economy. And that’s not a 
figure to be taken lightly. 

What’s more, it is far too easy to 
live in a county and assume that 
within the narrow corridor of the 
commute from work to home 
there is little to see and do; 
that to have a fun day out 
there is a necessity to jump 
in the car or train and travel 
outside Kent’s borders. 

So the Kent Big Weekend 
event - which stretches 
across this weekend - is one 

which reminds us that _ 

we are truly blessed 
with places to visit 
and, even better, 
thousands of us 



will be doing so without paying a 
penny either. 

Because the big ticket giveaway is 
a rare case of a win-win for everyone. 
We all get a chance to secure tickets 
to the top places to visit, and the 
venues themselves get us acting as 
walking advertisements every time 
we tell someone about the fun we 
had. You can read more about our 
cover story in our business section 
inside, but Visit Kent - the organisa¬ 
tion behind this weekend’s giveaway, 
deserves a large pat on the back. 

Even if you’re not one of the 
many taking part, it reminds 
us of just what a great place 
Kent is; reminds us to look 
beyond our town centres and 
industrial estates, and focus 
on creating opportunities for 
friends and family to unite and 
spend time in one another’s 
company. Because days 
out create the 
memories which 
will live with us 
for a lifetime. 


■ Kent on Sunday and its journalists are committed to abiding by the Society of Editors Code 
of Practice. If you have a complaint which can’t be resolved by Kent on Sunday editor Chris 
Britcher (chris.britcher@archant.co.uk) please contact the Independent Press Standards 
Organisation, Gate House, 1 Farringdon Street, London, EC4M 7LG, or via complaints@ipso. 
co.uk. More information about IPSO and its regulations can be found at www.ipso.co.uk 
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Limited Edition Sprinter 


£259 


per month 


Includes £2,800 Finance Deposit Contribution 


i ' '1 


Includes: 

(D Integrated satellite navigation 


Ip Air conditioning 
Chrome grille 
cS Driver’s comfort seat 




L 

* Vi 


v 


r/f t 


Wheel trims 




Talk to us today 







f tWT 




The Sprinter. Partnering your 
business for 20 years 


SPFRINTEF* 



Mercedes-Benz 

Vans. Born to run. 


Sparshatts of Kent 

01795 479571 


Offer available at participating Mercedes-Benz Commercial Vehicle Dealers only and is subject to availability. See your local participating Dealer for details. Please call 0845 602 4321 to find your nearest participating Dealer. 
*Finance for BUSINESS USERS ONLY. Vehicle shown for illustrative purposes only. Example based on a Sprinter 213 CDI SWB Limited Edition van manual transmission including first registration fee, RFL, plylining, delivery and 
finished in metallic paint at a price of £27,837.16 incl VAT on a Mercedes-Benz Finance Agility contract with a customer deposit of £8,083.09 incl VAT and a deposit contribution of £2,800.00 followed by 48 monthly payments 
of £259.00 and an optional final payment of £7,500.00. Option pack only available on Sprinter 2 and Sprinter 3 Series Vans. Finance based on 10,000 miles per annum. Vehicle condition, excess mileage and other charges may 
apply. VAT is charged at the prevailing rate. Credit provided subject to status. Offer is subject to terms and conditions. Vehicles must be registered between 01/10/2015 and 31/12/2015. Finance provided by Mercedes-Benz 
Financial Services UK Ltd, MK15 8BA. 
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Archbishop says fear of 
migrant influx is ‘valid’ 



CONCERNED: Archbishop of Canterbury, the Most Rev Justin Welby 


By Gavin Cordon 

editoriaL@kosmedia.co.uk 


THE Archbishop of Canterbury says 
it is “absolutely outrageous” to 
condemn people who raise concerns 
over migration levels as racist. 

The Most Rev Justin Welby said 
people are entitled to fear the 
impact of an influx of large 
numbers of migrants on their 
communities. 

Speaking in an interview with 
parliament’s The House magazine, 
published on Friday, he said the 
scale of the migrant crisis meant 
such anxieties were entirely 
reasonable. 

“Fear is a valid emotion at a time 
of such colossal crisis. This is one of 
the greatest movements of people 
in human history. Just enormous. 
And to be anxious about that is 
very reasonable,” he said. 

“There is a tendency to say 
‘those people are racist’, which is 
just outrageous, absolutely 
outrageous.” 

The archbishop said it was 
essential that the “genuine fear” 
that people felt was listened to and 
resources put in place to address 
their concerns. 


“In fragile communities 
particularly - and I’ve worked in 
many areas with very fragile 
communities over my time as a 
clergyman - there is a genuine 
fear: what happens about housing? 
What happens about jobs? What 
happens about access to health 
services?” he said. 

He said that with the right 
support, the British people had 
shown they were able to deal 
“brilliantly” with the challenges 


which such situations created. 

“It is simply a question of the 
scale on which we are prepared to 
act, in a way that spreads the load 
so it can be managed,” he said. 

“Fear is justified, I wouldn’t want 
to criticise that for a moment, but so 
is hope wholly justified, because we 
have the capacity. We’re those kind 
of people, we always have been.” 

Iain Duncan Smith, who used to 
lead the Conservative Party and is 
now work and pensions secretary, 


welcomed the comments. 

He said: “What’s happened is 
that the elites all said ‘it is terrible 
to talk about immigration and if 
you do you are racist’. So they shut 
down the debate for many, many 
years. I can even remember back at 
the time when Tony Blair was 
prime minister, to even mention 
immigration was to be accused of 
being a racist.” 

■ See page 12 for more on 
migrant issue in Kent. 


Norovirus forces 600 pupils 
to miss school on Friday 


Verdict on spa town’s 
£ 70 m retail and leisure 
plans due this week 


PLANNING chiefs in Tunbridge 
Wells are this week expected to give 
the green light for a multi-million 
expansion of the town’s Royal 
Victoria Place shopping centre. 

The complex unveiled ambitious 
plans last year, with the key piece of the 
jigsaw being a state-of-the art multiplex 
on the roof of the existing centre. 

Tunbridge Wells has been without 
a town centre cinema since 2000. 

In addition, there would be space 
for large shops, a string of restau¬ 
rants and a new entrance. In total, 
the development will cost around 
£70 million. RVP centre chiefs say it 
will eventually allow the creation of 
280 new jobs, with more than 780 
temporary construction jobs created 
during the building work. 

It is all part of the town’s active bid 
to ensure its town centre continues 
to pull in the crowds and avoids the 
fate of so many others in becoming a 
shadow of their former selves due to 
our changing shopping habits. 

Plans went on display to the public 


back in October and received a 
positive response. 

On Wednesday night, the plan¬ 
ning committee of Tunbridge Wells 
Borough Council will meet with the 
plans at the top of the agenda. 

The council has received just a 
handful of complaints - among them 
from nightclub Bar Fusion which 
will be closed as a result of the 
proposals. But the planning commit¬ 
tee is to be advised to grant permis¬ 
sion for the work to get under way. 

Speaking when the plans were 
originally unveiled, centre manager 
Nicky Blanchard said: “For Tun¬ 
bridge Wells to thrive it needs to 
retain a vibrant retail and leisure 
offer that meets the needs of local 
people as well as the many tourists 
that visit. We believe our plans focus 
on offering the type of space required 
to attract the type of stores our 
customers want to see. We want to 
play a leading role in supporting the 
town centre by encouraging more 
people to visit more often.” 


MORE than 600 children were 
absent from a Dartford primary 
school on Friday after an outbreak 
of the norovirus. 

More than 100 pupils at Oakfield 
Community were hit by the virus, 
which causes vomiting and 
diarrhoea earlier in the week, 
executive headteacher Garry 
Ratcliffe writing to parents telling 
them to keep their children at home 


COUNCIL offices had to be 
evacuated on Thursday after a 
woman brought in a hand grenade. 

The explosive had been taken to 
the police station inside Gravesham 
Civic Centre, by a woman who had 
found it after clearing up the 
contents of her late father’s home. 

It forced the evacuation of the 
entire building, cancellation of a 
performance at the adjoining 


on Friday if they were concerned. 

He told KoS:' ‘I made the decision 
at around 5pm on Thursday that we 
would partially close the school 
today and give parents the option. 
We are absolutely clear about our 
duties, but we care about the 
community as well. 

‘ ‘Over the weekend there will be 
a thorough clean and it will be 
business as usual on Monday.’ ’ 


Woodville Theatre and the 
scrapping of a public council 
meeting 

The grenade, which dates back to 
1971, was then removed by the an 
Explosive Ordnance Disposal team. 

A council spokesperson said: 

1 ‘This woman’s actions were 
misguided if well intentioned but it 
is foolhardy to move such devices 
and potentially very dangerous.’ ’ 


Grenade discovery prompts 
civic centre evacuation alert 
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Mela shifted out of park as future is debated 


MAIDSTONE’S Mela festival is going to be moved into the 
town centre - and out of its traditional home in Mote Park. 

The decision to move it is partially financially based, 
the town’s council said. 

Gordon Newton, chairman of the council’s heritage 
committee, said: “In view of the changing communities 
and the competing demands on us as a local authority, 


it is time to consider what the Mela represents and what 
format it should take going forward. 

“Research this year will help to clarify this and 
investigate how it can be funded to make it sustainable 
in the future.” 

This year’s Street Mela will take place on Saturday, 
September 10. 



Will killer of backpacker 
now finally reveal where 
he dumped Peter’s body? 


By Hannah Stubbs 

editoriaL@kosmedia.co.uk 


THE killer of British backpacker Pe¬ 
ter Falconio could be encouraged to 
finally reveal the location of his body 
if a new law is passed in Australia. 

Bradley Murdoch was convicted 
in 2005 of murdering Mr Falconio, 
28, and assaulting his girlfriend 
Joanne Lees at gunpoint on a remote 
stretch of highway near Barrow 
Creek, about 200 miles north of Al¬ 
ice Springs, on July 14 2001. 

Mr Falconio worked for Pfizer at its 
site in Sandwich. 

The attorney general of the North¬ 
ern Territory John Elferink is plan¬ 
ning to introduce a “no body, no pa¬ 
role” law into parliament. 

It would mean Murdoch was una¬ 
ble to apply for parole, even at the 
end of the 2 8-year “no parole” period 
of his life sentence, unless he reveals 
the location of Mr Falconio’s body. 

Mr Elferink, who is the minister for 
justice, said: “This legislation means 
that a murderer will be accountable 



VICTIM: Peter Falconio 

for their own lack of contrition. 

“A contrite human being is one 
who seeks redemption by word and 
action. A person who does not dis¬ 
play that desire for absolution after 
committing such a heinous crime is 


not a person that society wants 
walking amongst them. 

“Victim’s families have every right 
to closure, this will impress upon 
murderers that victims’ rights are 
superior than theirs.” 

Similar legislation is in place in 
South Australia and there are bills 
before parliament in Victoria and 
Western Australia. 

A spokesman for the attorney gen¬ 
eral’s department said Murdoch’s 
case was “the only one in the terri¬ 
tory that fits the bill”. 

He said: “He has always main¬ 
tained his innocence and has never 
disclosed the location of Mr Falco¬ 
nio’s body. But he has been found 
guilty by a jury of his peers. 

“He still has another 18 years to go 
before he would be eligible for parole.” 

DNA evidence at the scene proved 
vital in securing Murdoch’s 
conviction. 

It is claimed he waved the couple 
down as they drove along the road, 
before shooting Mr Falconio and ty¬ 
ing up Ms Lees. She managed to es¬ 
cape however and raise the alarm. 


ICONIC: Coming to Headcorn 

Combined Ops 
to celebrate 
the Spitfire 

ORGANISERS of this summer’s 
Combined Ops Military and Airshow 
have revealed its line-up with the 
centre-piece being a special celebration 
of the Supermarine Spitfire. 

It will mark the 80th anniversary of the 
birth of the iconic single-seater fighter 
with a display from the Royal Air Force’s 
Battle of Britain Memorial Flight - featur¬ 
ing a Lancaster, Spitfire and Hurricane. 

It will form part of the event’s look 
back at the vehicles which helped us 
triumph during the Second World War. 

To be held at Headcorn Aerodrome 
over the weekend of August 13-14, 
thousands are set to attend the family 
event, which includes vintage and 
modern aircraft displays on the ground 
and in the air. 

In addition, there will be static 
military vehicles, living history 
re-enactment groups and a host of 
attractions such as a funfair, stalls, 
bouncy castle and children’s play area. 

Over 350 military vehicles, the largest 
collection of its kind, from the humble 
military motorcycle to main battle 
tanks will all be on display. 

Early bird tickets for the event are 
now available online priced at adults £9, 
children £6 and family £22 for more 
general information and tickets, visit 
www.headcornevents.co.uk 


Folkestone nightclub 
destroyed in inferno 

FIRE crews spent more than 12 hours tackling a 
huge blaze at the site of a former nightclub on 
Folkestone seafront. 

Emergency calls were made at around 9.45pm 
on Tuesday to what was the Onyx nightclub - pre¬ 
viously known as La Parisienne and still referred 
to locally as La Priz. 

Fire teams were met with thick smoke billowing 
from the main entrance of the club, in Marine 
Gardens. The club had closed to the public in 
October. The site forms part of Folkestone’s 
proposed redevelopment. 

Residents living nearby had been warned to 
close windows and doors while crews tackled the 
flames to prevent smoke from entering their 
homes. 

Ironically, in January, the nightclub had been 
used as the venue for an emergency drill by fire 
crews tackling a simulated blaze. 

A major investigation into just what caused the 
blaze is now under way. 


Delays and diversions 
at Rochester bridges 

MOTORISTS are being warned to expect delays and 
diversion when resurfacing work forces the closure of 
the approach roads to the two Rochester bridges. 

Medway Council is carrying out resurfacing works 
in Strood, which will prompt two overnight closures. 

On Monday, March 14, there will be no access to 
the bridges between Rochester and Strood from 9pm 
until 5.30am. Then on Tuesday, March 15, access to 
the Old Bridge carrying traffic from Rochester to 
Strood will be closed from 9pm until 5.30am. 

A signed diversion will be in place, directing traffic 
through the A289 Medway Tunnel where necessary. 
Pedestrians will still be able to cross the bridges. 

The closures are to enable Medway Council to 
complete the resurfacing works carried out in Strood 
last October. 

While the work is carried out the Rochester Bridge 
Trust will use the enforced closures as an opportunity 
to carry out its own programme of maintenance. The 
charity has historically maintained the crossings. 


Armed police called 
to vicious dog attack 

AN INVESTIGATION continues into how a 42-year- 
old man was left in a serious condition in hospital after 
being mauled by a pack of dogs at his home. 

Firearms officers were called to the address in 
Vicarage Hill, Westerham, after receiving a report 
that the man had been bitten by the bullmastiff dogs. 

A Kent Police spokesman said that the injured man, 
Stephen Morris, was taken to hospital with serious 
injuries and a total of five dogs were removed from 
the property. 

He said:' ‘Officers including firearms officers 
attended to assist and, to ensure public safety, the 
road was closed for a short while. Enquiries into the 
incident are ongoing’ ’ 

The dogs were sedated and removed from the 
property one-by-one in individual kennels. It is 
not yet known what will happen to the animals. 

A spokeswoman for the RSPCA said: “An 
RSPCA inspector and an independent vet 
attended the incident to assist officers in sedating 
and handling the five dogs at the scene.” 
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Rolling Stones star set for full 
recovery from prostate cancer 



RECOVERING : Bill Wyman and his wife pictured at Jerry Hall’s wedding last weekend 


By Chris Britcher 

chris.britcher@archant.co.uk 


FORMER Rolling Stones bassist Bill Wyman 
has been diagnosed with prostate cancer. 

The 79-year-old musician, who is expect¬ 
ed to make a full recovery, joined the rock 
band in late 1962. 

A spokesman said: “He is undergoing 
treatment and is expected to make a full re¬ 
covery as it was caught in the early stages. 

“The Wyman family has asked for their 
privacy during this time.” 

Born William Perks, Wyman joined the 
Rolling Stones shortly after the band’s for¬ 
mation when they were beginning to play 
small gigs around London. 

He grew up in a terraced house in Syden¬ 
ham, when the town was still part of Kent, 
prior to it becoming part of the London Bor¬ 
ough of Bromley, and attended Beckenham 
and Penge County Grammar School from 
1947 to 1953. 

He left school just before sitting his GCE 
exams after his father found him a job work¬ 
ing for a bookmaker and insisted that he 
take it. He left the band in 1993, and in 1997 
founded his own band - Bill Wyman’s 
Rhythm Kings, who last toured in 2014. 

The band has continued to record, tour 
and perform since Wyman’s departure, and 


last week announced a free concert in Ha¬ 
vana, Cuba - the first open-air concert in the 
country by a British rock band. 

The musician was pictured last weekend at 
the wedding of Rupert Murdoch and Jerry Hall, 
alongside his third wife, Suzanne Accosta. 

Wyman last played with the Stones at the 
50th anniversary shows at the 02 Arena in 
2012. 

In June last year, Wyman forced Dartford 
council into chancing the wording on a 
blue plaque honouring the band after 


he condemned it as “disgusting”. 

The plaque at Dartford railway station 
said Dartford-born Mick Jagger and Keith 
Richards “went on to form The Rolling 
Stones”. 

But Wyman objected, saying it was the 
late Brian Jones - who drowned in Sussex 
in 1969 - who created the band. 

Dartford Borough Council leader Jeremy 
Kite promised the plaque would be reword¬ 
ed, saying: “I have never upset a Rolling 
Stone before. We are going to put it right.” 


Do you share the 
Queen's birthday? 

THE BBC’s One Show is appealing for people of 
Kent who share the same birthday as the Queen to 
come forward. 

It is looking to organise a special tribute film to 
celebrate her 90th birthday and is asking people 
also turning 90 this year to get in touch - particu¬ 
larly if they share the Queen’s April 21 birthday If 
you can help, email our reporter tom.pyman@ 
archant.co.uk and we’ll pass on the details. 

Caravan on Marsh is 
destroyed in blaze 

A CARAVAN was destroyed by fire on Wednes¬ 
day night on the Romney Marsh. 

Fire crews were called to the scene on Hythe 
Road, in Dymchurch, shortly after 7pm to find the 
caravan already well ablaze. No-one was injured. 

An investigation into the cause of the fire is now 
under way. 


Riverside regenerator 

COUNTRYSIDE Properties has been selected to 
turn Medway Council’s ambitious regeneration 
plans for Rochester Riverside into reality. 

The developer is set to transform the 74-acre 
site area over the next 12 years, building around 
1,300 new homes along with hotels, restaurants, 
offices and schools. The development is set 
eventually be worth £400 million. 
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Driver spotted taking photo 
of A2 death smash, say cops 



A MOTORIST who took a photograph 
on his mobile phone of a fatal road 
smash on the A2 is set to be prosecuted. 

The driver was spotted by police 
apparently taking a photograph of 
the smash on the coastbound 
section of the road on March 1. 

Mark Sharp, 46, from Gravesend 
was killed after a five car collision 
between Leyton Cross and junction 
two of the M2 5. 

Now Kent Police is reminding 
motorists that the use of mobile 
phones while driving is illegal which 
includes taking photos, and action 
will be taken against anyone caught. 

Officers can issue drivers with a 
£60 fixed penalty ticket and three 
points on their licence if they are seen 
either talking on the phone, texting 
or taking a photo while driving. 

Inspector Sam Pearson from the 


roads policing unit said: “Whether 
you are talking, texting or taking a 
photo, you are still using a mobile 
phone which means you are not 
concentrating on the road ahead. 
The consequences of this not only 


include the fine, but you could also 
cause a serious collision. 

“There is no doubt that if you use 
a phone your reaction times are 
impaired and you are more likely to 
cause injury to yourself or others.” 


Concerned over a child? 
Make sure you speak up 


KENT County Council is 
supporting a national campaign 
to encourage the reporting of 
child abuse if people are worried, 
or concerned a child has, or is 
likely to, suffer harm, neglect or 
abuse. 

It comes after figures 
revealed around one third of 
people, who suspect child 
abuse, do nothing amid 
concerns they are wrong, of 
overreacting or if they have 
strong enough evidence. 

One of the biggest barriers to 
reporting child abuse is that 
people fear being wrong and 
the consequences of that - po¬ 
tentially breaking up a family. 

Together We Can Tackle 
Child Abuse, has been launched 
by the Department for Educa¬ 
tion. Peter Oakford, KCC 
cabinet member for specialist 


children’s services, said: “Some 
people don’t report suspected 
abuse because they think it 
might just be a one-off. But 
even if that is the case, every 
child deserves to be protected 
and it is better to be safe than 
sorry. You don’t have to be 
absolutely certain about 
whether a child is being abused; 
if you have a feeling that 
something’s not right, talk to 
our children’s social care team 
who can look into it.” 

In 2014/15 more than 
400,000 children in England 
were supported because 
someone noticed they needed 
help and in Kent 16,629 
referrals to children’s social 
services were made. 

For more details on how to 
report abuse, visit: www.kent. 
gov.uk/reportabuse. 


Yoko Ono at art festival 

JOHN Lennon’s widow Yoko Ono will 
contribute to the new International Festival of 
Projections at the University of Kent next 
weekend. 

The arts festival runs at the Canterbury 
and Medway campuses of the institutions 
from March 18-20. 


Switch off for Earth Hour 

SWALE Borough Council is calling on 
residents and businesses to switch off 
during Earth Hour. 

The annual event sees lights switched off 
for an hour to demonstrate concern about 
the future of the planet. It takes place 
between 8.30-9.30pm next Saturday. 


Cocaine on school bus 

A DRIVER who tried to smuggle 140 
kilograms of cocaine through Dover on a 
school bus has been jailed for 17 years. 

Romanian bus driver loan Buciuta, 53, was 
taking schoolchildren on a trip to London 
when Border Force officers stopped the 
vehicle last June. 


Margate road is closed 

HAWLEY Street in Margate is set to be 
closed for most of the week to allow for 
sewer repairs. 

It will be closed between the junctions of 
Cecil Square and King Street. 

Motorists are being advised to take an 
alternative route. 




AMAZING 


DEALS! 


Call 0800 

Visit our website for a online quote 

www. jjfffl windows.co.uk 


Britelite's SupQT 


Fully installed inc. VAT 


fm-ws 


Windows, Doors & Conservatories 


Britelite Triple Glazed 


7 windows ; 7 openers, total up to 
7 sq metres Installed inc VAT 


8 Week ending March 13,2016 


East 


kent-life.co.uk kentnews.co.uk 






























Kentnews.co.uk... Kentnews.co.uk... Kentnews.co.uk... Kentnews.co.uk... Kentnews.co.uk... Kentnews.co.uk... 


Top Three Stories 



1. £10m sports centre 

Folkestone skate park gets planning nod 


2. MP bid to ban laser pens 

Rehman Chishti presented a bill 

3. 'Horrific' attacks 

Man jailed for eight years 

The Essential Guide: 



...to the Thames crossing 

Everything you need to know about plans to 
build a tunnel east of Gravesend 



Cim&n 

'-mpd tn. 

m Mut* 


FEATURED PHOTO GALLERY: Princess Anne visited the county to unveil affordable homes 
at Vyvyan Cottages in Iden Green, near Cranbrook 


Missed last week’s...? 

...YOU can read the paper online via our e-Edition at 

www. kentne ws. co.uk 


DON’T worry if you struggle 
to pick up a copy of Kent on 
Sunday, or missed a copy. 

You can access our exten¬ 
sive archive, online, through 
our website kentnews.co.uk. 
You can read the full paper, 
download articles you partic¬ 
ularly enjoy, and take a walk 


back through time with an ar¬ 
chive which stretches back 
years. 

And the best of it all, is that 
it’s all free to access. Plus, 
don’t forget, we provide a full 
news service throughout the 
week, to supplement your 
weekend read. 


Kent o n Sunday 



Top Three Blogs 



1. Lorry lane needed 

Why HGVs drive us round the bend 


2. Positive prison reform 

A step in the right direction 

3. Cats are jerks 

Five reasons why pets are irritating 


Results of the KoS 
Online Poll 

Why is the referendum on 
Europe so important? 

]J Immigration - 40% 

Economy -10% 



follow us on Twitter @kosmedia and on Facebook.com/KentonSunday 



Worker’s rights - 5% 

It’s all equally important - 45% 



Amherst Court i=? 

The only 'outstanding* Care Home in Medway. 


Amherst Court care home provides care with compassion 

for those living with dementia. 

The team of attentive, experienced and skilled staff provide 24 hour care 
in a pleasant, homely environment. Services provided at Amherst Court 
include full time residential care, day care and short term respite care. 

All rooms at Amherst Court are bright and cheerful with bedrooms 
having en-suite facilities providing relaxation and a sense of well-being. 
The home has its own hairdressers, the ‘Calypso Cafe’that is open to 
residents and visitors, providing great food and drinks and a beautiful 
courtyard garden with raised flowerbeds. 

"Mum has first class care and is very happy, 

/ cannot recommend Amherst Court enough " 

V* 01634 400 009 S enquiry@avantecare.org.uk 

^ Palmerston Road, Chatham, Kent ME4 6LU @ avantecare.org.uk 


Latest CQC Rating 


Outstanding 


Q CareQuality 

Commission 


We are an 
approved provider for 
Kent County Council. USSSl 


AT Eco Windows and Doors is proud to be first window partner of Internorm, 
Europe’s number one window brand with over 80 years of experience. 
Internorm windows are manufactured in ultra-modern manufacturing plants 
in Austria to your precise specifications and custom made exactly to your 
measurements. UPVC/aluminium, timber/aluminium window systems with huge 
colour and glazing selection will satisfy all your needs. Internorm are continually 
developing new products and technological innovations offering you great 
comfort, security and product warranties which surpass your expectations. 

If you have an upcoming project, AT Eco would be delighted to welcome you 
to our showroom in Kent, introduce you to the outstanding build quality of 
atecowindowsanddoors.CO.uk the Internorm and discuss how you can achieve 50% on energy efficiency in 
comparison to standard windows. 


Take advantage of the Internorm spring promotion 



WIN DOWSa DOORS 

with e YtihiH’i 


Internorm windows 
+ Internorm lift-and-slirie-doors 


= MULTITUDE of BENEFITS 





triple glazing & 
alumni mm- 
cladding 

FOR FREE 

L 



SPECIAL OFFER 

LIMITED PEMQO ONLY: 13* APRIL - 3E* JUNE 3fHB 

» i i n g I a firm \ i ' ■ |i n » . ■ ■ ^ »l ni ft 1 1 H - 

* i 'l l j ! j ■ ■ ii ! i P i H T Hi m i l n m t ii ill 




wind un 
partner 


in partnership 
with 


|FENSA| 


Certified 
Installer 
Instaglass Ltd 


01732 

867043 


Please visit 
our showroom 


Black Robins Farm 
Grants Lane 
EDENBRIDGE 
TN8 6QP 
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f NTRODUCI N G KENT’S FINEST APARTMENTS 


Eversley Park comprises a collection of 23 
stunning apartments in a majestic landmark 
building in Sandgate, Folkestone. 


Eversley Park offers spacious living within a gated park setting 
within walking distance of both Kent's glorious coastline and the 
high speed link to St Pancras via Folkestone West where journey 
times are less than 1 hour. Eversley Park is within the catchment 
of the Ofsted Outstanding' Sandgate Primary School- 


Stunning apartments from £320.000 


SHOW APARTMENT OPEN EVERY SATURDAY 10AM - 4PM 


To register your Snterast, please call our sales agents: 


Your Move 

Hylhe: 01303 &SQ COS 

www.yotir-TTievc.cci iUk I Kyi ho^pyour-movo.cO.uk 



A 1 
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PREFERRED : Highways England is backing tunnel Option C and says it has scrutinised equally proposals for crossings at Dartford and Gravesend and says the latter is the most viable 

Consultation on Thames crossing 
Option C branded ‘sales brochure’ 

What about the other possible options? Highways England slammed by protesters from Gravesend, 
who are angry at what they say is bias against them, at debate hosted by BBC Radio Kent in Shorne 


By Tom Pyman 

tom.pyman@archant.co.uk 


H ighways England has 
been slammed for not 
presenting the public 
with all options during 
its consultation into 
plans for a new Lower Thames 
Crossing. 

The government-owned company 
launched an eight-week consultation 
earlier this year to seek views on its 
preferred option to build a bored tun¬ 
nel east of Gravesend - known as op¬ 
tion C - rather than another crossing 
at Dartford - option A. 

However, at a debate hosted by BBC 
Radio Kent at Shorne Village Hall on 
Thursday, Highways England was 
criticised for not including enough 
provisions for people to express a pref¬ 
erence for option A, which transport 
minister Patrick McLoughlin con¬ 
firmed last month was still very much 
on the table. 

Protesters had gathered outside the 
venue, waving placards opposing the 
Gravesham option which critics say 
will cause extensive damage to vil¬ 
lages and countryside. 

The documents currently being 
circulated and filled out by residents 
in Kent and Essex were branded by 
those in Gravesham as “biased” and 
“a brochure for option C”. 

Gravesham Borough Council lead¬ 


er John Cubitt said: “Those brochures 
and the manner of the consultation 
do not lead anybody to be consulted 
on A as an alternative to C. 

“It’s regarded by most people as a 
sales brochure for option C put out by 
Highways England.” 

Cllr Cubitt’s sentiments were ech¬ 
oed by KCC councillor Bryan Sweet- 
land, who resigned from his cabinet 
post in protest over the authority’s 
support for option C. 

He said: “I don’t think the consulta¬ 
tion is credible - first of all it was 
leaked, which didn’t help matters, 
and then the secretary of state said 
we can still consider option A - and 
how can you do that if it’s not in the 
consultation? 

“It’s just ridiculous. I’ve done quite 
a few consultations over the years 
and I’ve never seen one that’s quite so 
biased as this one. 

“I just think the whole thing has 
been handled very poorly and I agree 
it is like a sales brochure for option C.” 

Highways England’s senior project 
manager Martin Potts, who attended 
the debate, said in response: “We 
were asked by the minister and gov¬ 
ernment to bring proposals forward 
and we’ve been deliberately quite 
transparent in that. 

“In the consultation booklet we 
shared with the public we make refer¬ 
ence to an option A solution at Dart¬ 
ford, which in our view was less ben¬ 
eficial than the option C solution. 


“I can assure you see that both lo¬ 
cations were given equal scrutiny by 
a large team of engineers. 

“The government hasn’t made a 
decision yet and this process enables 
us to get views from everyone we’ve 
consulted. 

“It would be completely inappropri¬ 
ate for Highways England to present 
material that indicated that all the 
options are equally viable. 

“Part of our assessment work looks 
into the credibility of the various 
routes we have researched and we 
have come to the conclusion that A 
isn’t viable. 

“That isn’t to say of course that in 


BUSINESSES have got the chance 
to have their say on the proposed 
route of a lower Thames crossing 
at a special event organised by 
some of the biggest commercial 
organisations in the county. 

The meeting in Maidstone is 
being organised by the Kent 
Invicta Chamber of Commerce, 
the South East Local Enterprise 
Partnership (SELEP) and the Kent 
& Medway Economic Partnership. 

And the view is likely to be ‘we 
need to build the Gravesham 
option and we need to build it as 
soon as possible’. 

Jo James who represents 


consultation, people can’t express 
their views, there are open questions 
in the questionnaire where you can 
introduce option A.” 

The aim of the crossing is to reduce 
congestion at the current site in 
Dartford. 

Also at the debate were Dartford 
MP Gareth Johnson and Dartford 
council leader Jeremy Kite. Both have 
fought tirelessly for the strain felt at 
Dartford to be alleviated by a further 
crossing not being sited alongside the 
existing tunnel and bridge. 

Last month, Gravesham Borough 
Council confirmed it was to take 
£150,000 out of its reserves to use as 


business on the SELEP board and 
is chief executive of Kent Invicta 
Chamber, added: “We need to 
send the strongest possible 
message to government that a 
new crossing at Dartford, 
although already discounted by 
Highways England as inappropri¬ 
ate, would damage the county’s 
economy. 

“A crossing east of Gravesend 
connecting with Tilbury and 
onwards to the M2 5 north of the 
river gives the widest possible 
benefit to Kent and at the same 
time strengthens the nation’s 
strategic road network. We are 


a fighting fund to oppose the plans. 

The proposed option would see a 
bored tunnel built to the east of the 
village Chalk, which is east of Graves¬ 
end, with a new road being built from 
junction one of the M2. 

It would join the M25 in Essex be¬ 
tween junctions 29 and 30. 

The consultation closes on March 
24. 

■ What do you think of the propos¬ 
als? Are you for or against? Share 
your views and join the debate. Email 
us at editorial@kosmedia.co.uk 
or write to: The Editor, KoS, Kent 
House, 81 Station Road, Ashford, 
TN23 1PP 


calling on businesses to raise 
their collective voice.’’ 

The meeting takes place on 
Friday, March 18, at the Mercure 
Maidstone Great Danes Hotel. 

It will outline the key issues and 
the business case for the £7bn 
investment linking Kent with 
Essex, east of Gravesend. 

Geoff Miles, Kent chair of 
SELEP, said: “Any further delay in 
delivering a new Thames 
crossing will damage businesses 
on both sides of the Thames, 
undermine investment, and 
consign Dartford to many more 
years of transport misery.” 


BUSINESSES HAVE THEIR SAYS... 
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Refugee group’s shock at scale of 
migrant crisis here last summer 

Details released this week reveal more than 3,500 migrants were held in make-shift holding centres 


A DOVER-based refugee help 
group said it had “no idea” 
thousands of migrants 
were being detained in 
make-shift detention cen¬ 
tres near the port last summer. 

It comes after it was revealed more 
than 3,500 were detained in Kent af¬ 
ter crossing the Channel. 

The numbers emerged as watch¬ 
dogs criticised conditions at the 
short-term immigration holding cen¬ 
tres used to detain those who attempt 
to gain entry into the UK without be¬ 
ing detected. 

“Clandestine” migrants were hid¬ 
den in vehicles on the ferry to Dover 
or in the Channel Tunnel, or on 
freight trains arriving in Folkestone, 
a report by HM Inspectorate of Pris¬ 
ons (HMIP) said. 

Logs showed that there had been a 
126 per cent increase in detentions at 
the main holding facility at Dover 
Seaport last year. 

In the first nine months of 2014, 
there were 2,118 detentions, while in 
2015, the figure had increased to 4,785. 

In the three months to the end of 
September alone, there had been 
2,781 detentions. In addition, 822 
men were held at an overflow facility 
in Folkestone called Frontier House. 

The combined total of 3,603 is 
equivalent to 1,200 people stopped a 
month - or 40 every day. 

Throughout the summer migrants 


massed in Calais made thousands of 
attempts to reach Britain, with a 
number dying as they tried to make 
the journey. 

But the revelations came as a shock 
to the Kent Refugee Help group. 

A spokeswoman told KoS: “We had 
no idea this was going on at the time. 
This is all privately run and we are 
not told anything about it. 

“We are appalled at how these peo¬ 
ple were treated. Would you treat an¬ 
yone like that, in a shed on a concrete 
floor with no facilities? 

“The only reason we knew the 
numbers were unreasonably high at 
the time is because we have for many 
years worked with men held indefi¬ 
nitely at the removal centre in Dover, 
and that closed very unexpectedly 
and at very short notice last autumn. 

“During the period of high num¬ 
bers coming in, at least one if not two 
wings had to be cleared of people al¬ 
ready there to make room for people 
coming through at Dover. 

“That gives an indication that at 
that point, the numbers of people 
coming through was very high. But 
none of us had any indication of the 
conditions under which they were be¬ 
ing held in the port.” 

The migrant crisis last summer 
was said to have cost the economy 
millions of pounds as hauliers were 
forced to dispose of contaminated 
goods and wait in lengthy queues on 


kk The shed was used 
to ease the exceptional 
pressure on existing 
centres. This was not 
acceptable and we are 
clear it will not be used 
in this way again... JJ 


James Brokenshire, 

Immigration minister 

the M20 in Kent as Operation Stack 
was called into action. 

HMIP described the response to 
high numbers of migrants arriving 
through the Channel Tunnel as “in¬ 
adequate”, saying the basic physical 
needs of detainees were not met and 
conditions lacked decency. 

Chief Inspector Peter Clarke 
said:’’There is no doubt that the in¬ 
creases in migration initially over¬ 
whelmed the existing facilities and an 
emergency response was required. 

“This inspection took place some 
months after that emergency re¬ 
sponse was initiated and it was unac¬ 
ceptable that arrangements were still 
not in place to process detainees 
quickly, efficiently and decently, 
while ensuring that the most vulner¬ 


able, such as children, were safe and 
that the basic physical needs of all de¬ 
tainees for food, rest and clothing 
were met.” 

He added: “The events of the sum¬ 
mer and early autumn of 2015, in 
terms of the numbers of migrants ar¬ 
riving through the Channel Tunnel 
were indeed unprecedented, but in 
light of the build-up of activity over 
several months they were not 
unpredictable.” 

Inspectors visited Dover Seaport, 
Frontier House and a third site in 
Folkestone - Longport freight shed. 

The report stated: 

■ The Dover Seaport facility was 
“crowded, poorly ventilated and 
smelled badly”. It was not designed to 
hold people for more than a few hours 
but over the summer detainees were 
held for an average of 18 hours. The 
holding room had religious books 
and a prayer mat, but no compass to 
indicate the direction of Mecca. 

■ There was nowhere suitable to 
rest, no shower facilities and no win¬ 
dows at Frontier House, while the pay 
phone did not work. 

■ Conditions at Longport freight 
shed were “wholly unacceptable”, 
with detainees held overnight or for 
several hours with no clean or dry 
clothes, no food or hot drinks and no¬ 
where to sleep other than on a con¬ 
crete floor. 

Inspectors also welcomed plans to 


refurbish the holding room at Dover 
Seaport and said an area for detain¬ 
ees to receive support from third sec¬ 
tor organisations was a “praisewor¬ 
thy innovation”. 

The HMIP report said Dover Sea¬ 
port and Frontier House are contract¬ 
ed out to Tascor, while the Home Of¬ 
fice’s immigration enforcement arm 
runs Longport freight shed. 

A Tascor spokesman said: “Despite 
the unprecedented influx of migrants 
in the Dover area, Tascor worked 
with the Home Office in order to en¬ 
sure detainee welfare was not com¬ 
promised. 

“This included providing addition¬ 
al staff to support the increased de¬ 
mand, in line with the Home Office 
requirement and ensuring employees 
received training around trafficking 
issues.” 

Immigration minister and Old Bex¬ 
ley and Sidcup MP, James Broken¬ 
shire, said: “For a short time, the 
Longport freight shed was temporar¬ 
ily used to accommodate migrants on 
their arrival and ease exceptional 
pressures on our existing screening 
centres. This was not acceptable and 
we are clear it will not be used in this 
way again. 

“Since this inspection we have im¬ 
proved the facilities at Dover Seaport 
and continue to work on plans to 
open a new centre to deal with clan¬ 
destine arrivals at Kent ports.” 
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Introducing the... 

Supa Diamond 

A rated, ANY size, ANY number 
of openers, White UPVC 

DOUBLE GLAZED 

4 WINDOWS 

£1,512 

5 WINDOWS 
£ 1 , 890 i £ 3 AT 
WINDOWS 

7 


...Kent’s 


Our Sale Now On! 

leading double glazing manufacturer 


.oo 

inc VAT 


inc VA‘ 

7 WINDOWS 

£ 2,6 16 

TRIPLE GLAZED 

4 WINDOWS 

£ 1.861 ^ fl 


WINDOWS 

£ 1,861 

WINDOWS 

£ 2 , 364 ^ 

WINDOWS 


.OO 

inc VAT 


WINDOWS 


-OO 

inc VAT 


All inclusive of fitting, survey, guarantee & includes 
Pilkington Energikare saving glass. Did you know triple glazing 
only saves an extra 0.5% on average which is about £3 per year. 

The choice is yours! 


20°/o 

OFF All 

Conservatories . 
V & Orangeries / 


Convert your 
conservatory into 
a usable all year 
round sun-porch with 

the SupaLite tiled 


f An extra 

£100 off 

on production 
V of this advert* _ 


Celebrating over 34 years of 

beautiful windows...Guaranteed 
presentative available 
upon request subject to status 


Pilkington Optiwhite™ (outer pane) 
Argon gas filling with warm edge spacer 
Pilkington K Glass™ OW (inner pane) 

A Rated Windows 


Don’t just 
glaze it, 


All of our installers are CRB checked. 


Hurry! 

Offers end 
29th 
March 


U 1004 £94 090 


~~n f'Y'Y Profile: BS7950BS7413 

■7**1 Vr J Door Lock: BS3621 

open 0 nays a weeK - I \y T »“^ened Glass: 

Monday-Saturday 9am-5pm Factory awarded British Safety Council Safety Award: Every Year Since 1984 


2 Roman Square, Sittingbourne 
13 Lowfield Street, Dartford 

20 Hight Street, Rochester (next to the Victoria & Bull Hotel) 


01795 422 877 Head office and factories at Deacon Trading Centre, Knight Road, Strood. 

01634 826 238 f www.supaglazing.eom Sis 


1 per order. Terms and conditions apply. Licenced credit brokers, written details available on request. E&OE. ss 


Established 1981 


Over 58,000 customers! 


^Dtfv&rr 

Limited 
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Come visit 
our retail 
shop! 

Great deals 
on products 
fantastic savings! 

Visitor Centre and Retail 
Shop open 7 days a week. 
Visitor Centre ticket prices 
Adult £5, Child (ages 5-15) 
and concessions £2.50 
Shop open 10am - 4 pm 

Come along and 
enjoy the Fun 


Are you getting married or planning a civil partnership? 

Request a FREE copy of A KENTISH CEREMONY MAGAZINE at 
www.akentishceremony.com or download the latest edition online. 
For all enquiries email kirsty.baker@archant.co.uk 


M BEXLEY 


fKent 

f County 
Council 

feAU grtyufc 


treasure 

ffuiit 

al horn bY 

Monday - Fri 

28 th March - I s * April & 4 ,h - 8 ,h April 

GREAT FUN FOR ALL THE FAMILY 


Saturday’s & Sunday’s 


26 th & 27 th March, 2 nd & 3 rd , 9 th & 10 th April 


Airfix Make 'n' Paint is a great opportunity to try 
your hand at model building in an informal workshop 
environment. 

Included in visitor centre ticket price 


--A-- d 

NTISH 

R E M O N Y —^ 

centishceremony.com 

The only official Kent County Council 
ceremonies magazine and website 


www.hornby.com/visitorcentre Tel: 01843 233524 
E-mail: visitorcentre@hornby.com 
WESTWOOD MARGATE KENT CT9 4JX 

On the A254 Ramsgate Road, between 
Westwood Cross Shopping Centre and Margate. 


i csrE ) 


www.facebook.com/ 

hornbymodelrailways 






^ CORGI 


^Humbrol 


Are our towns 
being held to 
ransom by the 
supermarkets? 

Communities across the county have been left 
to pick up the pieces after the retail giants pull 
the plug on plans after building up expectations. 
And after another case this week, we ask if there 
is any way to protect ourselves from the anguish 


By Tom Pyman 

tom.pyman@archant.co.uk 


C OUNCIL leaders in Kent are be¬ 
moaning the power of major super¬ 
markets, following news that Sains- 
bury’s has pulled out of developing a 
store in Herne Bay, just weeks before 
construction was set to be completed. 

And it prompted a council chief in another 
part of Kent - which had previously been dealt 
a similar blow - to say it leaves communities 
as if they have been “dumped at the altar”. 

The 100,000 sq ft store in the seaside town 
was part of £2.2m planned improvements to 
Herne Bay town centre, funded by developers 
Urban and Civic, and was expected to create a 
total of 350 jobs. 

The supermarket was to be the catalyst for 
the project. 

However, this is not the first time that a ma¬ 
jor supermarket has stated its intention to 
build in Kent; dangling the carrot of invest¬ 
ment and regeneration in front of our eyes, 
only to whip it away at the last minute. 

And Sainsbury’s has a recent track record. 
In 2014, it pulled the plug on major develop¬ 
ment in Canterbury city centre and Tonbridge 
town centre. 

The Tonbridge scheme was seen as the solu¬ 
tion to years of frustration in the town and a 
desperate desire to do something to pull people 
back to the high street. 

It promised a huge new store on its existing 
site behind the Angel Centre, which would fa¬ 
cilitate a new leisure complex, improved links 
for shoppers to access key parts of the town, 
and a cinema. 

The Canterbury plan would have seen it de¬ 
velop the Kingsmead site - opposite its current 
store - again, allowing huge development 
which would have brought a cinema, restau¬ 
rants, hundreds of homes and breathed new 
life into that part of the city. 

Both were part of a nationwide reversal of 
plans as the supermarket giant adjusted to 
changing shopping habits and a shift away 
from building giant new stores. 

And just last year, it pulled out of plans to 
build a £5.5m superstore on the Medway City 
Estate in Strood, which would have created 
500 jobs. 

Simon Cook, leader of Canterbury City 
Council, which governs Herne Bay, said: “We 
have only just been notified of Sainsbury’s de¬ 
cision not to open its store in Herne Bay at the 


moment and we will be seeking an early dis¬ 
cussion with the developer to understand 
more about the implications and future plans. 

“It’s disappointing but we have to under¬ 
stand that they will run their business as they 
wish. 

“I think it would be very wrong to suggest 
that Herne Bay will collapse as a result of this 
because it’s about so much more than this. 

“I know a lot of people were looking forward 
to having a store there, but they have made 
their decision.” 

The clout of the big supermarkets may put 
pressure on some traders, but it is the pull of 
the big crowds which is seen as so significant. 
Generating that footfall can be the difference 
between the life and death of a town centre. 

Adds Cllr Cook: “The thing we have to real¬ 
ise is that as a council our power is only so 
great. 

“We can’t stop retail habits changing - the 
high street isn’t what it was 30 or 40 years ago 
where you’d go to your butcher and your green 
grocer, it moved to supermarkets and shop¬ 
ping online. 

“Trends are always changing. You used to 
do a big weekly shop where you’d buy every¬ 
thing, but now people like to pop in four or five 
times a week picking up bits and bobs as they 
go. 

“Why they started building if they didn’t in¬ 
tend to have a store there, I don’t know, that’s 
a question for Sainsbury’s themselves. 

“We can’t force them to open it or force peo¬ 
ple to shop there. 

“For me the bigger issue is what they choose 
to do with the building and I don’t know what 
uses it will be put to because it would be an aw¬ 
ful shame if we were just left with an empty 
site.” 

Herne Bay councillor Andrew Cook added: 
“I think there’s an element of surprise because 
it was nearly completed, and I’m told it’s still 
going to be handed over to Sainsbury’s in May. 

“People have been waiting for a Sainsbury’s 
store and there’s definitely a requirement for 
it. 

“Something is going to happen, we are just 
waiting to see what will come in its place. 

“But we want to make sure we secure the 
350 jobs that were going to come out of the 
site, because that’s so important for our town, 
and I’m sure that what goes in there will do 
that. 

“The regeneration of Herne Bay was never 
going to be completed overnight and while 
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this is a setback it’s not the be all and end all. 

“You just have to get on with it, move on and 
see what comes next.” 


Angharad Lynch, spokesperson for Sains- 
bury’s, insisted that despite similar cases in the 
past, at the outset, the Herne Bay project did in¬ 


deed appear viable, but the changing market 
has now forced the retailer’s hand. 

She said: “Following a review we have taken 


the difficult decision not to open our Herne Bay 

Continued on page 16 



Home. Is anywhere 

It's the quality furnishings that make a house your home 

Sofabed, Bed & Bedroom Furniture Promotion 
1st to 28th March 2016 


Nasons 

at home ^ 


-TO x i 


Nasons Furniture & Bed Centre 
Maynard Road, Wincheap 
Canterbury CT1 3RQ 


01227 463550 

www.nasons.co.uk 
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SCRAPPED : This was how Tonbridge’s development was supposed to look before the plans were ditched 


Continued from page 15 

store at this present time. 

“Since we fist announced our pro¬ 
posals, the retail market has changed 
significantly and our proposals are 
no longer viable. 

“We are not saying we will never 
open the store, but with consumer 
habits changing so rapidly, particu¬ 
larly with regards to shopping online, 
we don’t feel it currently is the right 
option. 

“We are considering our options 
for the building and will keep the 
community updated.” 

In Dartford, Tesco performed a 
similar U-turn on plans for a super¬ 
market in Lowfield Street. 

It had campaigned for more than a 
decade to build a giant store in the 
town centre - and it was seen as be¬ 
ing the catalyst for regeneration. 

One street earmarked for demoli¬ 
tion as part of the development had 
stood deserted for years - an eye-sore 
on the town - and tempers frayed 
when Tesco turned its back. 

Jeremy Kite, leader of Dartford Bor¬ 
ough Council, insisted he was still 
angry about the decision, and that it 
was indicative of a wider problem. 

He told KoS: “It’s absolutely disgrace¬ 
ful - it holds back communities that 
have been strung along for so long. 

“There is a real issue where busi¬ 
nesses feel they operate just for their 
shareholders, but modern supermar¬ 
kets are much more than that. 

“They are often the force for regen¬ 
eration, so when they behave in this 
way, the impact on communities can 
be devastating. 

“Councils and communities always 
recover but it’s the way they are wast¬ 
ing our time - it’s like we’ve been 
dumped at the altar, and it’s very un¬ 


fortunate to see this process happen¬ 
ing again. 

“In terms of a solution, on this par¬ 
ticular issue, I’m a strong advocate of 
the law around this being changed. 

“If you are dealing with a strategic 
site, there needs to be a legal bond - 
even if it’s just a few million quid - 
with that community, so that if they 
pull out, the bond is offered to that 
community, it would give them some 
sense of compensation. 

“Whether that will ever happen, I 
don’t know, but something needs to 
be done around this issue. 

“When Tesco pulled out in Dartford 
they did the same to 140 other towns 
- that must have some kind of impact 
on the national economy. 

“I’m not in favour of lots of new laws 
all over the place, but they need to un¬ 
derstand that they have a wider respon¬ 
sibility to serve these communities.” 

It could be argued that councils 


face a difficult challenge in wanting 
to avoid these continual problems but 
needing to keep the supermarkets 
sweet in order to reap the jobs and 
economic benefits that a new store 
would bring to the area. 

Cllr Kite, however, doesn’t believe 
that is the case: “The council has got 
no rights to intervene, it’s a free prop¬ 
erty market so we can’t tell them that 
they have to open or build a new site 
here or there. 

“So I don’t think it’s a case of hav¬ 
ing to keep them sweet. 

“I’ve got scars on my back from 
residents thinking we were responsi¬ 
ble for the debacle in Lowfield Street, 
but I’ve looked back extensively and 
there’s absolutely nothing that we 
could have done. 

“I wish I could say that we were be¬ 
ing gullible, because then we could 
look to change our behaviour, but if 
they came to us again tomorrow the 


same problems would occur.” 

The issue appears to not be limited 
to the supermarket itself but the en¬ 
tire sense of regeneration the plans 
would have brought to the towns, 
and the way councils and communi¬ 
ties are left with shattered dreams 
and a responsibility to pick up the 
pieces. 

Herne Bay, which lives in the shad¬ 
ow cast not only by Canterbury but its 
ever-booming neighbour Whitstable, 
will be hurt by the decision. But busi¬ 
ness chiefs say now it should look to 
find alternative routes to prosperity. 

Alison Parmar, of the Federation of 
Small Business in Kent, said: “In one 
way it’s a shame because Herne Bay 
needs a lot of people coming to the 
area, and supermarkets like that 
drive competition which gets the best 
out of these businesses. 

“It doesn’t necessarily have to be a 
big supermarket that draws that in¬ 


terest, though. Sometimes it can be a 
great coffee shop that gives the whole 
town a boost, so as one door closes 
another one opens, and we can en¬ 
courage people in Herne Bay to use 
the shops they already have. 

“For every £1 spent there, 63p goes 
back into the local economy so it’s 
really important they get that 
support. 

“This isn’t the first time a super¬ 
market has done this in Kent, so we 
see the local businesses as being far 
more reliable - not to mention the 
personal, face-to-face service that 
you wouldn’t get with an online re¬ 
tailer, for example.” 

Council leader Simon Cook agrees 
that Herne Bay will bounce back from 
the blow, as it always has done. 

He said: “You can’t run an experi¬ 
ment on how it would work with or 
without it, so we’ll just have to move 
on because there are a lot of exciting 
projects on the horizon for Herne Bay 
and the city council will be happy to 
give whatever help we can. 

“Let’s be clear, the people of Herne 
Bay are very dynamic - the things 
they do for themselves, such as the air 
show, which was completely run and 
organised by the community, are in¬ 
credible - you’ll do well to show me a 
more dynamic community than that. 

“Sometimes the council has to take 
a back seat and let the people drive it 
forward, and I think they’re more 
than capable. 

“Obviously we will do what we can 
to help by going to government for re¬ 
generation pots and things like that, 
but the people of Herne Bay will forge 
their own destiny.” 

■ What do you think? Share your 
views and join the debate. Email us 
at editorial@kosmedia.co.uk. 
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V 


PUTTING LIFE IN YOUR DAY AND DAYS ON YOUR LIFE 
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JOIN THE SWIM 
ACADEMY TODAY! 


WE OFFER A VARIETY OF SESSIONS FOR ALL AGES FROM BABIES TO ADULTS! 

Waterbabies Sessions (2Y 2 - 36 months) 

The Nursery Lessons (3 - 5 years) 

The Swim School (Stages 1 - 8) 

Adult and Private Lessons 
Rookie Lifeguard Courses 
Clubs and further learning sessions 


■ Sessions for all ages from 234 months to adults • 
• Low cost payment plans available • 


Kingsmead Leisure Centre • (01227) 769818 

Kingsmead Road, Canterbury, Kent, CT2 7PH 

Herons Leisure Centre • (01227) 742102 

William Street, Herne Bay, Kent, CT6 5NX 

Whitstable Swimming Pool • (01227) 772442 

Tower Parade, Whitstable, Kent, CT5 2BJ 


CHILDREN'S EASTER ACTIVITY PROGRAMME 


We have a range of fun activities for you to 
enjoy during the Easter holiday including: 


ALL DAY ACTIVITY CAMPS 


If you want to get your kids more active during 
the holidays, why not book a fantastic all day 
activity camp this Easter Holiday! 

Available in Canterbury, Herne Bay and Whitstable, 
choose from a wide range of activities including climbing, 
swimming, gymnastics, multi sports and trampolining! 

PLUS... Family Fun Time • Manic Mats 
Supervised Swimming • Play Gym • Creche 
Wacky Water Warriors • Swimming Lessons 
Football • Dance Mats • Roller Skating 
Tennis • Badminton • Table Tennis • Trampolining 
Kids Circuits • Teen & Family Training • Boxfit Kids 

For the full 2016 Easter Programme, please visit our website 

www.activelifeltd.co.uk 


activelifekent □ @ActiveLifeLtd 
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u(U RENAULT 

\ / Passion for life 

Fuel your Passion 

Until 14 March 



0% APR representative 

Plus £500 towards your fuel** 

The official fuel consumption figures in mpg (1/100km) for the cars shown are: urban 39.2 (7.2)-47.1 (6); extra-urban 60.1 (4.7)-62.8 (4.5); 
combined 51.4 (5.5)-55.4 (5.1). The official C0 2 emissions are 127-114g/km. EU Directive and Regulation 692/2008 test environment figures. 
Fuel consumption and C0 2 may vary with driving styles, road conditions and other factors. 

*Clio monthly payment based on £2,207 deposit, 24 monthly payments of £159, optional final payment of £6,153. Captur monthly payment based on £1,504 deposit, 24 monthly payments of £199, optional final payment of 
£8,715. Finance provided by Renault Finance, PO Box 149, Watford WD17 1FJ. Subject to status. Indemnities may be required. UK residents only (excluding the Channel Islands). Over 18s. Terms and conditions apply. Offer 
based on 6,000 miles per annum, excess mileage 8p per mile inc VAT. Finance available on selected new vehicles when ordered between 12 February and 31 March 2016 and registered by 30 June 2016. Excludes 
Renaultsport and Expression models. Offer for **£500 cashback towards your fuel (including VAT) is available to retail customers only on new Clio and Captur models when ordered between 12 February and 14 March 2016 
and registered by 31 March 2016. Clio shown has optional i.d. metallic paint, at an extra £595. Captur shown with metallic i.d. paint, and painted roof at an extra £894. 


MOTORLINE MAIDSTONE 

Bircholt Road, Parkwood 
Maidstone ME15 9XY 
Tel 0844 822 7112 


MOTORLINE ASHFORD 

Hilton Road 
Ashford TN23 1EW 
Tel 0844 822 7094 


MOTORLINE CANTERBURY 

Westminster Road 
Canterbury CT1 1YY 
Tel 0844 822 7100 


www.motorline.co.uk/renault 

Book a test-drive 


kentnews.co.uk kent-life.co.uk 


Week ending March 13,2016 17 



SEASIDE COACH HOLIDAYS 


BOURNEMOUTH RUNNER 

from £199pp’ 

• 

Enjoy 4 nights in Bournemouth on a 



half board basis in 2016. 


■ .. — 


Arrival date: SINGLE 

DOUBLE 

i 


15th May 16 £250 

£480 

; _ 


18th Jul 16 £265 

£505 

HQhl.: ' 


V_____ 


J 


EASTBOURNE FLYER 

from £190pp* 

Enjoy 4 nights in Eastbourne 
on a half board basis in 2016. 

Arrival date: SINGLE 

DOUBLE 



18th Mar 16 

£230 

£440 

mfr , , a— 


4th Sept 16 

V 

£260 

£490 

_ J 



J 


NEWQUAY EXPRESS from £425pp* 


15th July 16 

4 

£425 

£645 

8th Aug 16 

5 

£510 

£845 

6th Sep 16 

4 

£480 

£795 



Short breaks and holidays in Newquay on a half board basis. 

Arrival date: NTS SGL DBL 

12th May 16 4 vSIIIJl tH I 

9th Jun 16 8 £480 £785 


TORQUAY TORNADO from £240pp* 


Relax with 4 nights in beautiful Torquay on a half board basis in 2016. 

Arrival date: SINGLE DOUBLE 

28th April 16 £240 £450 

9th Sept 16 £260 £495 

V___ J 



LEAVING ON A JET PLANE? 



MARGATE 

RAMSGATE 

BROADSTAIRS 

BIRCHINGTON 

WESTGATE 

SANDWICH 

DEAL 

DOVER 

FOLKESTONE 

HERNE BAY 

WHITSTABLE 

FAVERSHAM 

CANTERBURY 

ASHFORD 

Heathrow 

gatwick 




Get there with no drama, hassle, 
fuss or parking. Simply book a 
seat on our shuttle and board at 
one of our pick-up points. 


[ travelling alone? 

£40pp/single £75pp/return 

going together? 

£65pp/single £120pp/return 


Call 01843 823007 / 01843 823700 
or visit www.connections4you.net 

Airport Connections 


Airport Connections 


Call 01843 823007 / 01843 823700 
or visit www.connections4you.net 
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DEBATE : Power in a union? Dr Heejung Chung, right, discusses whether there really is power in the union. 

EU Referendum: Just what are the 
pros and cons for workers' rights? 

Fed up not being able to find an independent, balanced view on key European Union Referendum 
issues? In the first in a series of articles, academics from the University of Kent give the pros and cons 
on major issues; hopefully providing a rare balanced view of how your vote matters. In the first, Dr 
Heejung Chung, a senior lecturer in sociology and social policy, looks at the issue of workers’ rights... 


T HERE are lots of issues you 
keep hearing mentioned by 
those supporting the ‘re¬ 
main’ or ‘leave’ cam¬ 
paigns: one of these is 
workers’ rights. 

And, as with all referendum issues, 
you have to be careful about the way 
you interpret the arguments. 

The UK has been a country where 
liberal policies on labour regulation 
have historically been more lax com¬ 
pared to other comparable European 
nations, such as the Nordic countries 
or Germany or France. 

However, there are four areas 
which relate to working conditions 
and workers’ rights that have been 
influenced by the EU and may be at 
stake if Britain leaves it. 

First, the working time directive 
that regulates the number of hours 
workers can work, their breaks, an¬ 
nual leave entitlements, and so on. 

Second, the parental leave direc¬ 
tives that set the ground rules for 
leave for all parents until children 
reach eight years of age. 

Third are the fixed term contract 
and temporary agency work regula¬ 
tions that regulate the rights of fixed 
term and temporary agency workers, 
including the number of consecutive 
contracts employers can give to work¬ 
ers before it becomes permanent. 

And last, and perhaps more impor¬ 
tantly, the Transfer of Undertakings 


(TUPE) rules protect workers’ jobs 
and the terms and conditions of their 
contracts when businesses transfer 
ownership. 

In any debate on working condi¬ 
tions in the EU, there are two different 
questions that need to be considered. 

One is whether these rights would 
have been developed without the EU, 
and the second is whether these 
rights will remain intact if we leave 
the EU. 

I think to a great extent the answer 
to these is yes to the first and maybe 
to the second. The EU has helped the 
UK catch-up on some types of regula¬ 
tions, especially those in relation to 
rights to leave and the protection of 
workers. 

My view, which is shared by the 
Trades Union Congress (TUC), is that 
a lot of these regulations would not be 
in the form that they are if it was not 
for soft pressures - as opposed to hard 
pressure - from the EU. 

But having said that, would there 
be a withdrawal from all these regu¬ 
lations if the UK exits the EU? That 
highly depends on the policy area in 
question and more importantly, who 
is in power at the next Parliament. 

Although the UK falls behind some 
countries in labour regulations - es¬ 
pecially in terms of how easy it is to 
hire and fire workers - in other re¬ 
spects it is not necessarily at the 
bottom. 


In many cases, EU directives don’t 
enforce regulations that are beyond 
and above what we consider the very 
basic or lowest common denominator 
amongst its member states. 

For example, if the EU were to intro¬ 
duce regulations on maternity leave, 
for example, it is likely that the cur¬ 
rent UK maternity leave provisions 
would not be far off from the EU direc¬ 
tive. On the other hand, the TUPE and 
working time directives have made 
much more of an impact in the UK. 

Further, regardless of the EU direc¬ 
tives that are in place, the UK has cho¬ 
sen to opt out of some of them. An ex¬ 
ample of this is the working time 
directive that regulates the weekly 
number of hours workers can do - 
Britain allows individual workers to 
sign opt out clauses, which allow em¬ 
ployers to make them work longer. 

Although not all member states can 
decide to not adhere to these direc¬ 
tives set in place by the EU, there is 
some wiggle room. 

Similarly, even if the UK leaves the 
EU, this would not necessarily mean 
that the UK would withdraw all the 
regulations that have developed as a 
result of EU membership. Whether or 
not there will be major changes in 
workers’ rights and working condi¬ 
tions has more to do with the opinions 
of the current government and sur¬ 
rounding lobbying groups. 

An example of this is the fact that 


many business leaders along with the 
Confederation of British Industry 
(CBI) have stated that they think it 
would be better for business to stay in 
the EU. 

This may not necessarily mean that 
they support all EU regulations, but 
they too benefit from having some of 
these regulations in place and uni¬ 
formly across Europe. 

Even if there were to be changes in 
these regulations, these changes 
would not happen overnight. There 
would need to be parliamentary de¬ 
bate and votes on new legislation to 
change working conditions, rather 
than a simple removal of rights imme¬ 
diately following any Brexit vote. 

However, I sympathise with the 
TUC point that once the protective 
mechanisms put in place via the EU 
directives are removed, the removal of 
workers’ rights and downgrading of 
working conditions may become easi¬ 
er especially in a Conservative 
parliament. 

It’s also worth remembering one of 
the key reasons for the existence of 
the European Union, which was to 
build a stronger European market to 
compete in the global market. 

Before the EU, when nation states 
were competing against each other, 
there was more of a threat of a down¬ 
ward spiral in terms of cost competi¬ 
tion within Europe. 

Without the EU, there may be a 


much higher likelihood of some coun¬ 
tries competing against each other 
with very cheap labour costs and lax 
labour laws, which will pressure oth¬ 
ers to do the same. 

Thus the EU and the role of its com¬ 
mission is to make sure there is at least 
a safety net for workers and markets to 
prohibit such downward competitions 
from happening. Furthermore, the EU 
also acts as a large market which can 
help regulate the working conditions 
of partners outside the Union through 
trade agreements. 

Perhaps the over-riding considera¬ 
tion in any discussion of Brexit is the 
fact that the UK simply doesn’t know 
the conditions under which its labour 
market would have to operate in the 
event of leaving. We do, however, 
know the conditions the UK will be 
operating under if the vote is to re¬ 
main, thanks to the deal David Cam¬ 
eron recently negotiated. 

To sum up, how will Brexit change 
working conditions and labour laws 
of the UK? It highly depends on the 
conditions of the exit, the trade agree¬ 
ments that will be set in place after¬ 
wards, but perhaps more importantly 
who will take over the parliament in 
the next coming years. 

■ What do you think? Share your 
views and join the debate. Email us 
at editorial@kosmedia.co.uk or 
write to: The Editor, KoS, Kent House, 
81 Station Road, Ashford TN23 1PP. 
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Rescue helicopters 
‘pose nuclear risk’ 

Campaigners against Lydd Airport’s expansion say they are 
concerned about the use of previously restricted airspace... 


By Chris Murphy 

editorial@kosmedia.co.uk 


P ROTESTERS against Lydd 
Airport’s ambitious run¬ 
way extension plans say 
permission for search and 
rescue (SAR) helicopters to 
use the site is a major risk to the near¬ 
by nuclear power station. 

Lydd is less than three miles away 
from the reactor at Dungeness on the 
Romney Marsh. 

And campaigners say the aircraft 
“have the critical mass to cause a seri¬ 
ous radiological release” in the event 
of an “accident” and have permission 
to fly in previously restricted airspace. 

But airport chiefs and SAR bosses 
have both denied there is any addi¬ 
tional risk. 

Lydd Airport has major plans for a 
294-metre runway extension and a 
new passenger terminal, which was 
finally given planning approval after 
a seven-year process in April 2013. 

The plan is for the airfield - known 
as London Ashford Airport - to even¬ 



DIRECTION: Airport is growing 


tually be capable of handling craft up 
to the size of a Boeing 737 or Airbus 
319 and up to 500,000 passengers a 
year. 

Currently, the airport is only capa¬ 
ble of limited business and passenger 
travel for small aircraft. 

Following the collapse of Manston 
Airport in Thanet two years ago, 
plans to base the Search and Rescue 
helicopter service there had to be re¬ 
arranged and Lydd was given tempo¬ 


rary permission to take over as host 
airfield. 

But it has drawn major concerns 
from the Lydd Airport Action Group 
which has long campaigned against 
the airport’s expansion. It claims the 
expansion will spoil the nature which 
surrounds the site and will cause a 
major nuisance. 

Now it is fuming over permission 
given to SAR, now run privately by 
Bristow Helicopters. 

It claims SAR was “quietly” given 
permission to base their aircraft at the 
facility. 

The organisation said: “This serv¬ 
ice adds to long term risk of aircraft 
accident at the Dungeness nuclear 
complex following planning condi¬ 
tion change.” 

Spokesman Louise Barton, from 
Littlestone, said: “A planning condi¬ 
tion associated with Lydd Airport’s 
April 10, 2013, approval for its large 
scale development has been quietly 
changed to allow an unlimited 
number of search and rescue helicop¬ 
ter flights at Lydd Airport once its 
runway has been extended. 



“The SAR service uses aircraft 
types which have the critical mass to 
cause a serious radiological release 
were an accident to occur at the 
Dungeness nuclear complex. The 
service has also been granted access 
to flight paths denied to other aircraft 
due to nuclear safety concerns. 

“In combination with the build up 


in heavier fixed wing activity, once 
Lydd Airport’s runway is extended, 
the SAR service will increase the po¬ 
tential for the probability of a serious 
aircraft accident at the Dungeness nu¬ 
clear complex to further exceed the 
nuclear regulator’s threshold of 
acceptability.” 

There are currently no limits on 
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helicopter flights through Lydd Air¬ 
port, but once the runway is extended 
they will be restricted to 100 a month 
- all except SAR flights, Ms Barton 
says. 

She said: “This condition has been 
changed to exclude SAR flights with 
no restrictions on their total, which 
means an unlimited number of SAR 


flights could be made in addition to 
1,200 non-SAR flights. 

“According to the documentation 
supporting this change submitted by 
Lydd Airport to Shepway District 
Council, there will be around 1,800 
SAR flights per annum, with 300 call 
outs and 1,500 for training. 

“Assuming the SAR total does not 



DISPUTE: SAR in action, left, and the Dungeness nuclear power station on the shingle of Kent’s south coast. Picture 
of helicopter: Royal Navy. 


increase once the runway is extended, 
this indicates around 3,000 possible 
annual helicopter movements, com¬ 
pared to the historic figure of 1,200 
per annum. These flights will be in 
addition to the maximum permissible 
number of fixed wing flights of 40,000 
per annum compared to the historic 
figure of around 21,000 per annum, 
most of which were by light aircraft.” 

She said aircraft in excess of 5.7 
tonnes take-off weight are acknowl¬ 
edged by the nuclear regulator to 
have the potential to cause a serious 
nuclear accident, which is measured 
by an ability to kill over 100 people. 

She said as a result of not imposing 
restrictions, it is possible for up to the 
total number of permissible flights, 
which is 40,000 per annum, to be 
represented by aircraft having the po¬ 


tential to cause a serious nuclear 
accident. 

Ms Barton said: “Since Bristow op¬ 
erates helicopters over this weight 
with its AW 139s and AW 189s, its 
presence will add to the risk of a seri¬ 
ous accident at Dungeness, particu¬ 
larly when the service is permitted to 
use flight paths to the east of the run¬ 
way, which are not available to other 
aircraft because they are considered 
too dangerous from a nuclear safety 
perspective.” 

However, HM Coastguard which 
provides the rescue service insisted 
there was nothing to fear. 

A spokesman told KoS: “Our search 
and rescue helicopter service, operat¬ 
ed by Bristow Helicopters Ltd, pro¬ 
vides a 24/7 emergency response. 

“Our aircraft will only fly, either to 


conduct a lifesaving SAR operation or 
to undertake the most essential crew 
training. 

“Since the Lydd base launched in 
August 2015, they have flown a total 
of 326 operational/training flights. 

“Our SAR aircraft operate in ac¬ 
cordance with the requirements of 
national airspace regulation and Lydd 
Airport’s agreed entry and departure 
routes. 

“Every effort is made to minimise 
disturbance to the local community 
and while our operation may have an 
alleviation to fly through the restrict¬ 
ed area surrounding Dungeness, we 
can assure the community that wher¬ 
ever possible, flights through this air¬ 
space will be avoided.” 

No one from the airport was avail¬ 
able for comment. 


ACCIDENT CLAIM? 


We can help with 
your claim for: 



Call Girlings’ Personal 
Injury Claims on 

0845 2221 999 
for FREE, no obligation 
advice on your claim 


• Head/brain injuries (We are 
included in the Headway 
Solicitors Directory 2016) 

• Accidents at work 

• Car and motorbike accidents 

• Fatal accidents 

• Trips and slips 

• Medical negligence 



Lw Society 


apil 


www.girlingspersonalinjury.co.uk 


KENT no win no fee specialists 


4-day Coach Trip 
to Ilfracombe £169 

The jewel in the north Devon coastline with its stunning harbour and old 
world charm. Along the Quay the restaurants, cafes, tea gardens and pubs 
give it a vibrant ‘continental’ feel...Now you can have a wonderful 4-day 
coach break here for just £169... 

Full details... 

DAY 1: A leisurely drive down to Devon - arriving 
at the hotel late afternoon with time to settle-in 
before dinner. 

DAY 2: After breakfast we have a trip to the pretty 
village of Appledore and then on to the historic 
market town of Barnstaple. 

DAY 3: Day out - across Exmoor National Park 
stopping at the twin villages of Lynton and Lynmouth. A unique water operated cliff railway 
dating back to 1890 joins the village of Lynton to its sister village of Lynmouth, 500ft below. 
The railway is a listed monument and is one of the area’s most popular tourist attractions. A 
return ticket is included so you can visit both pretty places and enjoy a fabulous view 
in-between. 

DAY 4: We leave for home after a last, hearty breakfast to 
see us on our way 

Palm Court Hotel Ilfracombe 

Ideally situated to explore Ilfracombe. The famous Tunnels 
Beaches are just 1 minute walk away and the Landmark 
Theatre and seafront are just a short 5 minute walk. This 
family run Hotel offers good food, regular evening 
entertainment and bright, well equipped ensuite guest rooms 

This trip departs on Friday 8th April £169 

Price includes: 3 nights hotel with 3-course dinner and full choice breakfast plus all coach travel trips out as 

shown. Single Supp £19 

FREE for you! Complimentary Devon Cream Tea included 

Call to book or book online: GBTOURS @ 0151 652 2222 www.gbtours.com 

32 years of great-value coach trips. ABTOT Bonded 5076 


Our coach departs: Maidstone, 
Sittingbourne, Chatham, Rochester, 
Gillingham, Gravesend - and then to 
Ilfracombe. No changing coaches, no 
endless pick-ups. Same coach, same 
driver throughout your holiday - 
always with GBTours. 
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‘Master’ of £14m raid 
‘only months to live’ 

Nina Massey reports on the sentencing of five of the gang 
who carried out the Hatton Garden jewellery raid last year 


O NE of the leaders of the 
daring £14 million Hatton 
Garden jewellery raid will 
discover his sentence later 
this month after serious 
concerns over his health forced the 
judge to delay naming his jail term. 

Brian Reader, who at 77 was the 
oldest of the gang in the dock, pleaded 
guilty to conspiracy to commit bur- 
garly last year. 

Reader, of Dartford Road, Dartford, 
was known as the ‘Master’ by fellow 
gang members. 

But he is suffering from a serious 
deterioration of his health which left 
his legal team to declare he may only 
have months to live. 

He has suffered a history of pros¬ 
tate cancer, has received treatment 
for septicaemia - blood poisoning - 
and has a potentially cancerous 
growth on his face. 

While in Belmarsh prison he suf¬ 
fered a recent stroke and was too ill to 
appear even via video link for this 
week’s sentencing at Woolwich Crown 
Court in London. 

Speaking earlier in the week, his 
barrister, James Scobie QC, said: “He 


had what turned out to be a second fall 
in Belmarsh, which resulted in him 
being left for two days without proper 
care and then ultimately ending up in 
a critical care unit at Woolwich hospi¬ 
tal, having had a stroke. 

“We suspect the prognosis for him, 
long term, is poor. And by that I mean 
it may well be that some of the con¬ 
cerns that we have been told about by 
making inquiries, are such that it may 
well be that he does not have many 
more months to live.” 

He is now expected to be sentenced 
on March 21. 

In his absence, five men involved in 
the raid were jailed for up to seven 
years, while a sixth was given a sus¬ 
pended sentence. 

The gang, with a combined age of 
448, carried out the “sophisticated” 
and meticulously planned break-in 
over the Easter weekend last year. 

Less than a year after the auda¬ 
cious raid, six of the seven men con¬ 
victed in connection with the burgla¬ 
ry were sentenced on Wednesday. 

Ringleaders John ‘Kenny’ Collins, 
75, of Islington; Daniel Jones, 61, of 
Enfield; Terry Perkins, 67, of Enfield, 


and Dartford’s Brian Reader, pleaded 
guilty to conspiracy to commit bur¬ 
glary last September. 

Collins, Jones and Perkins were 
each given a seven-year prison term. 

Jones and Perkins said “thank you” 
to the judge as they sat down, with 
other members of the group reassur¬ 
ingly patting one another on the back. 

Carl Wood, 59, of Cheshunt, Hert¬ 
fordshire, and William Lincoln, 60, of 
Bethnal Green, were found guilty of 
the same offence and one count of 
and conspiracy to conceal, convert or 
transfer criminal property, after trial. 

Lincoln was also given a seven- 
year sentence, and Wood was jailed 
for six years. 

Plumber Hugh Doyle, 49, of Enfield, 
was found guilty of concealing, con¬ 
verting or transferring criminal prop¬ 
erty between January 1 and May 19 
last year. 

He was jailed for 21 months, sus¬ 
pended for two years. 

Sentencing them, Judge Christo¬ 
pher Kinch QC, said: “The burglary 
has been labelled by many - 
including some defendants and advo¬ 
cates in this case - as the biggest 



burglary in English legal history. 

“Whether that assertion is capable 
of proof, I do not know. However, it is 
clear that the burglary at the heart of 
this case stands in a class of its own in 
the scale of the ambition, the detail of 
the planning, the level of preparation 
and the organisation of the team car¬ 
rying it out, and in terms of the value 
of the property stolen.” 

A statement released on behalf of 
Doyle said he had lodged an applica¬ 
tion for permission to appeal against 
his conviction. 


As he left court, Doyle was asked 
how he got caught up in the conspiracy. 

He said: “I just got sucked into it. 
It’s just one of those things. I feel sor¬ 
ry for the victims because people’s 
lives have been devastated here. I’m 
sorry for any inconvenience.” 

Renewing an appeal for informa¬ 
tion about missing thief, known only 
as Basil, detective superintendent 
Craig Turner, head of the Met’s Flying 
Squad, said: “‘Basil’ remains un¬ 
known. We believe he let the group in 
and possibly disarmed the alarm. 
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READER, NOYE AND A LIFE OF CRIME 



ACCESS: The gang used industrial drills to create this hole in the safe 
deposit wall allowing them to raid dozens of deposit boxes 


“Basil is still wanted in connection 
with the burglary and we would ask any¬ 
one who has information as to the identi¬ 
ty of‘Basil’ or the whereabouts of the out¬ 
standing jewellery, to contact police. 

“We are offering a reward of up to 
£20,000 for information leading to 
his arrest and conviction and the re¬ 
covery of the outstanding property.” 

Perkins’s daughter Terri Robinson, 


35, of Sterling Road, Enfield, pleaded 
guilty to concealing, converting or 
transferring criminal property, 
alongside her brother-in-law Brenn 
Walters, 43, who is also known as 
Ben Perkins. 

They will be sentenced for their 
roles in the conspiracy on March 21. 
It is then that it is expected Brian 
Reader will also be sentenced. 


WHILE many are keen to romanti¬ 
cise the ageing gang behind the 
£14m raid, Brian Reader has a long 
track record of criminal behaviour 
and for many years was close to 
notorious M2 5 road rage killer 
Kenneth Noye. 

Both were involved in the 
Brink’s-Mat gold heist at a ware¬ 
house in Heathrow in 1983, with 
Reader jailed for his part in 
handling the gold bullion. 

Not involved in the raid itself, it is 
thought he handled more than 
£3.6m of the gold afterwards. 

It is also alleged he was at the 
West Kingsdown home of Noye, 
shortly after the raid, when Noye 
stabbed to death a police officer he 
found in his grounds. Noye was 
acquitted on the grounds of 
self-defence. 

Noye went on to kill Dartford’s 
Stephen Cameron in 1996 for which 
he was eventually jailed. 

Reader mixed in circles of some 
of the most notorious crooks - 
among them John 'Goldfinger’ 
Palmer - the timeshare villain who 
was shot dead at his Essex home 
last summer in what appears to 
have been a professional hit. 

It is thought he viewed the Hatton 
Garden raid as being his criminal 
swansong, yet after travelling to the 
crime scene he opted not to return 
after efforts to breach the wall of the 
security deposit safe proved 
unsuccessful after the first attempt. 

His involvement will, however, 
come at a high price. 



HOSPITALISED: ‘Master’ of the raid, Brian Reader, suffered a stroke 
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FRIDAY 29TH APRIL 

Go back in time for a night and listen to the best 80's hits! Enjoy a 3 
course meal, live entertainment then dance the night away. 

£29.95 per person 


27TH MAY - 11TH NOVEMBER 

Come crime and dine at Oakwood House Hotel. Pick up the clues 
throughout the evening whilst enjoying a fabulous 3 course meal. 

£29.95 per person 
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17THJUNE 

Enjoy a 3 course meal then join the coolest cats in town as they rekindle 
the magic of Frank and Dean. 

£29.95 per person 
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19TH JUNE 

Join us in the beautiful surroundings of Oakwood House and treat Dad 
to a 3 course carvery. Enjoy the relaxing sounds of Suzi Madin. 

£19.95 per adult, £9.95 per child 
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22ND JULY 

Enjoy a 3 course meal while The Take That Experience perform all the 
greatest hits, both old and new, followed by a disco. 

£29.95 per person 
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Final farewell to the producer 
who made Yesterday so melodic 

Tributes have been pouring in to ‘true gentleman’ Sir George Martin, who attended school in Kent, 
before going on to help mould the sound which would propel The Beatles to global superstardom... 


S URVIVING members of The 
Beatles - Sir Paul McCart¬ 
ney and Ringo Starr - this 
week led the tributes to Sir 
George Martin, the record 
producer who has died aged 90. 

Known as the ‘fifth Beatle’ his fam¬ 
ily confirmed he died peacefully at his 
home on Tuesday and thanked “eve¬ 
ryone for their thoughts, prayers and 
messages of support”. 

Sir George helped The Beatles 
achieve global success, producing 
their early 1960s pop recordings to 
their classic albums Revolver and Sgt 
Pepper’s Lonely Hearts Club Band. 

Raised in London, when war broke 
out his family were evacuated and he 
was enrolled at Bromley Grammar 
School, when the now London bor¬ 
ough was still part of Kent. 

Sir Paul described him as a “true 
gentleman and like a second father to 
me”, while Starr praised the produc¬ 
er’s “love and kindness” to the Fab 
Four through the years. 

“If anyone earned the title of the 
Fifth Beatle it was George,” Sir Paul 
said. “The world has lost a truly great 
man who left an indelible mark on my 
soul and the history of British music. 
God bless you George and all who sail 
in you!” 

Sir Paul also recalled his favourite 
memory of Sir George when he per¬ 
suaded the former Beatle to include a 
string quartet on the band’s classic 
hit Yesterday. 

“His idea obviously worked be¬ 
cause the song subsequently became 
one of the most recorded songs ever 



with versions by Frank Sinatra, Elvis 
Presley, Ray Charles, Marvin Gaye 
and thousands more,” he added. 

Ringo Starr broke the news of Sir 
George’s death on Twitter as he 
wished “peace and love” to his family. 

He posted a picture of The Beatles 
and Sir George with the caption: 
“Thank you for all your love and 
kindness George peace and love.” 

Sir George’s son Giles, who is also a 
producer and has worked at Abbey 
Road studios, tweeted: “RIP dad. I 
love you. I’m so proud to have been 
your son. I’ll miss you more than 
words can say. Thank you for the all 
times we had together.” 

Meanwhile, Sir George’s manager 
Adam Sharp said: “The family would 
like to thank everyone for their 
thoughts, prayers and messages of 
support. In a career that spanned 
seven decades, he was an inspiration 
to many and is recognised globally as 
one of music’s most creative talents. 
He was a true gentleman to the end.” 

Sir George, a carpenter’s son from 
Holloway in north London, studied at 
Guildhall School of Music and played 
the oboe professionally before joining 
the recording industry. 

During his early career, Sir George 
produced comedy and novelty records 
in the early 1950s, working with Pe¬ 
ter Sellers and Spike Milligan. 

He was head of the Parlophone 
record label when he first heard The 
Beatles’ demo tape in 1962, with the 
band releasing their first single Love 
Me Do in October of that year. 

Their third single From Me To You 
went to number one in April 1963 - 
the first of 17 chart-topping hits. 

As well as producing records for 
The Beatles, he worked with a host of 
artists including Gerry and the Pace¬ 
makers, Sting and Celine Dion. He 
also produced two James Bond 
themes - Shirley Bassey’s Goldfinger 
and Live And Let Die by Paul McCart¬ 
ney and Wings. 

During his career, which spanned 
seven decades, Sir George won two 
Ivor Novello awards, six Grammys 
and in 2008 was the recipient of the 
Grammy Foundation’s Leadership 
Award which saluted his humanitar¬ 
ian work. In 1965, he was nominated 
for an Academy Award for his work 
on the music in A Hard Day’s Night 



REUNITED : George Martin with Paul McCartney, Ringo Starr and George Harrison recording Free As A Bird in 
1995, a song created from original tapes to promote the band’s Anthology releases. 


and in 1984 he received the Brit 
award for outstanding contribution 
to music. 

Sir George, who is survived by his 
wife Judy Lockhart-Smith and four 
children, received his knighthood in 
1996. A year later he produced Elton 


John’s re-write of Candle In The Wind 
for the funeral of Diana, Princess of 
Wales, which went on to become the 
biggest-selling single of all time. 

In 2002, Sir George was part of the 
team that organised the Queen’s Gold¬ 
en Jubilee concert at Buckingham Pal¬ 


ace, an event headlined by Sir Paul. 

A statement from George Harri¬ 
son’s widow Olivia and son Dhani 
read: “George Martin was a gentle¬ 
man above all. May he rest in peace. 
Our thoughts are with Judy & the 
family at this sad time.” 


SPRINKLING MAGIC FAR AND WIDE 


HE WILL long be remembered 
for nurturing and shaping The 
Beatles, but Sir George Martin 
also had a pivotal role working 
with many comedy greats. 

He was behind a string of humor¬ 
ous records and novelty hits which 
went on to enjoy a long shelf-life on 
light entertainment shows. 

Sir George produced record¬ 
ings by comic legends such as 
Spike Milligan and Peter Sellers as 
well as notable songs such as Right 
Said Fred by Bernard Cribbins 
and Jake The Peg by Rolf Harris. 

He reunited in the studio with 
the surviving Beatles in 1995 for 
the recording of Free As A Bird, a 
‘new’ single based on demo 
recordings, plus Real Love - a 
song originally penned by John 
Lennon. 



STARS : George Martin worked with many of the music world’s greats, 
among them Dire Straits, Sting and, of course, Sir Paul McCartney 
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Pensioners go crazy for new hearing aid 


AT LAST. The hearing aid 
that thousands have wanted 
is now available. 

Alta2 is a totally invisible 
hearing aid when worn. It 
offers pensioners the opp¬ 
ortunity to defy hearing loss 
by compensating for your 
individual hearing loss, in 
all situations, day and night. 

Nobody can see it because 


it fits snugly and comfortably 
in your ear canal and uses 
the ear’s natural acoustics 
for natural sound quality. 

Everything works auto¬ 
matically. There are no 
controls to worry about 
so there’s no need to 
keep fiddling about and 
adjusting settings. 

You can start enjoying life 


again as you concentrate on 
hearing, rather than thinking 
about your hearing aid. 

Alta2 continuously ana¬ 
lyses incoming sounds and 
adapts to each individual 
situation so you always get 
the best hearing possible. 
Even in background noise. 

When speech and 
conversation sounds are 


detected the sound is 
automatically increased at 
different frequencies so you 
hear and understand it 
clearly, not just loudly. 

You get all the benefits 
you want in a digital 
hearing aid without the 
obvious sign that you are 
using one as it’s completely 
invisible in most ears. 


For your free Alta2 
information pack simply 
complete the coupon or call 
the freephone number. 

FREEPHONE 

0800 
740 8680 

Please quote ref: PGCS5013 

www.invisiblehearingaidsuk.co.uk 


| Please post me free & without obligation full details of the Alta2 
■ hearing aid. □ Tick if pensioner. 

1 Mr/Mrs/Miss_First Name_ 

[ Surname_ 

| Address_ 


_Postcode_ 

(in case we need to 
Tel No confirm your address) 

Phone or send coupon today (No stamp required) to: 

Freepost RTKE-UJBU-EYSU, Hidden Hearing Ltd, 

Medway Street, Maidstone ME14 1HL PGCS5013 
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BLUE 

CROSS 


UP TO 80% OFF 


21-24 Windmill Street, 
Gravesend 
Kent 
DA12 IAS 

Living/Dining Tel: 01474 352235 
Beds/Bedroom Tel: 01474 321249 


Upholstery - Sofas & Chairs 

Parker Knoll Albany 2 seater sofa in leather 

mrrp £2,068 

now £995 

ONLY ONE! 

SAVING 

50% 

Parker Knoll Albany 3 seater power recliner sofa in fabric 

mrrp £2,484 

now £1,235 

ONLY ONE! 

50% 

Ekornes Stressless Paradise recliner corner group in cream leather 

mrrp £8,946 

now £2995 

ONLY ONE! 

66% 

Balmoral 3 seater sofa, chair and recliner chair in beige leather 

was £ 6,983 

now £2495 

ONLY ONE! 

64% 

Somerville grand sofa & loveseat. Great quality 

was £5,690 

now £1,125 

ONLY ONE! 

80% 

Bond large sofa "squidgy comfort" 

was £1,549 

now £750 

ONLY ONE! 

51% 

Toronto corner group sofa with integral sofa bed & storage! 

was £1,499 

now £695 

ONLY ONE! 

53% 

Lancaster lift & rise chair 

was £1,434 

now £845 

ONLY ONE! 

41% 

Lancaster 2 seater sofa 

was £1,790 

now £695 

ONLY ONE! 

61% 

Lounge & Dining Room Furniture 

Gola Bergen oak 2 door, 3 drawer sideboard. Slight damage 

was £1,259 

now £199 

ONLY ONE! 

80% 

Content by Conran. Walnut coffee table 

was £499 

now £175 

ONLY ONE! 

64% 

Skovby oiled oak large extending dining table & 4 chairs 

was £3,500 

now £1,195 

ONLY ONE! 

65% 

Gola bergen Oval extending table & 4 chairs 

was £2,505 

now £1,195 

ONLY ONE! 

52% 

Gola reproduction Mahogany pedestal dining table 4 chairs & 2 carvers 

was £3,840 

now £1,875 

ONLY ONE! 

51% 

Corndell Tavistock glass door solid Ash display cabinet 

was £885 

now £350 

ONLY ONE! 

60% 

Cirrus solid oak lamp table 

was £462 

now £85 

ONLY ONE! 

80% 

Beds & Bedroom Furniture 

Pocket 1000 2'6" shallow divan set 

was £599 

now £199 

ONLY ONE! 

65% 

Nolte corner wardrobe system. Fantastic quality 

was £2,916 

now £999 

ONLY ONE! 

65% 

Myers Leo 4'6" 2 drawer pocket sprung set 

was £849 

now £165 

ONLY ONE! 

80% 

4'6" clearance mattress 

was £289 

now £90 

ONLY ONE! 

68% 

San Francisco Bay triple box white wardrobe 

was £199 

now £60 

ONLY ONE! 

68% 

3' clearance mattress 

was £1,295 

now £250 

ONLY ONE! 

80% 

San Francisco Bay dressing table 

was £799 

now £159 

ONLY ONE! 

80% 
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We are so confident that our extensive 
range of furniture represents the very best 
value for money that in the unlikely event 
of finding an identical product elsewhere 
at a lower price , we PROMISE to match , or 
better any deal on a like-for-like basis , at 
the point of order...even internet offers! 


ALL OF OUR BEDS & FURNITURE 
ARE INCLUDED IN THE BLUE CROSS SALE 

WELLS REYLON BEDS ARE ALL 50% OFF 
VISPRING UP TO 50% OFF 
TEMPUR BEDS UP TO 50% OFF 
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Women’s charity in the spotlight 



By Luke May 

Luke.may@archant.co.uk 


A S THE world celebrated 
International Women’s 
Day on Tuesday, the 
prime minister played 
host to business leaders 
and charity workers in Downing 
Street to honour the hard work being 
put in to create gender equality both 
in the UK and overseas. 

In honour of the day, David Cam¬ 
eron focused each of this week’s Point 
of Light awards on women who have 
performed outstanding voluntary 
work. 

Introduced in 2014, the Point of 
Light gives the PM the chance to 
award a different individual every 
weekday for a wide-array of different 
voluntary achievements across many 
different fields. 

And as part of this week’s awards, 
Kent on Sunday was invited along to 
Downing Street to meet one extraor¬ 
dinary woman. 

While this week honoured five vol¬ 
unteers, the woman of the hour, and 
the day, was Bromley’s Polly Harrar. 

Ms Harrar set up her charity, Sha- 
ran, in 2008, in order to help support 
vulnerable south Asian women who 
have either left or been abandoned by 
their families or suffered violent and 
abusive relationships. 

Having left home aged 17, the 
42-year-old saw a lack of specialist 
support available for south Asian 


women who have been disowned or 
suffered honour based abuse. 

She explained: “Sharan was initial¬ 
ly supposed to be a one-stop-shop for 
information and support for women 
who get through to us. 

“But it just grew in no time at all; to 
date we’ve had around 500,000 visi¬ 
tors to our website, so we knew im¬ 
mediately that this was a problem 
across the UK. 

“Around 40 per cent of those visi¬ 
tors are active users who have either 
got in touch with us or have visited 
one of the links on our website.” 

In one of Number 10’s many meet¬ 
ing rooms, an inquisitive Mr Cam¬ 
eron quizzed Ms Harrar on the scale 
of her support charity’s work, before 
handing over her Point of Light cer¬ 
tificate in a meeting which also saw 
education secretary Nicky Morgan 
standing by. 

Previous recognition for her work 
with Sharan includes invitations to 
Downing Street and Buckingham 
Palace, as well as featuring in the In¬ 
dependent on Sunday’s 2013 100 
Happy List - a list of people who make 
Britain a better place to live. 

Ms Harrar then told KoS just how 
far reaching the charity is in its sup¬ 
port of “survivors”. 

“We have a main office in Victoria, 
but it’s important that we’re available 
across the UK, we’ve helped support 
women from as far as Scotland, we’re 
willing to travel all over the UK. 

“The woman are survivors, not vic¬ 
tims, because they moved forward 


and away from this abuse. 

“We mainly focus on women aged 
18-24, what we’re seeing is a large 
number of women at university or 
college being told they’re being 
forced into a marriage, and their de¬ 
gree means they will get a bet suitor. 

“Schools put in a lot of work be¬ 
cause they have a duty of care to pro¬ 
tect students, but we work with col¬ 


leges and universities because they 
expect these women to be able to fend 
for themselves.” 

Mr Cameron praised Ms Harrar’s 
work, saying: “Through the Sharan 
project, Polly has empowered thou¬ 
sands of vulnerable women, giving 
them the vital tools they need to 
make informed choices about their 
future. 


“Polly's outstanding drive and de¬ 
termination have turned her idea of 
supporting vulnerable women to es¬ 
cape abusive and violent relation¬ 
ships into a reality. 

“I am delighted to recognise Polly 
as the 488th UK Point of Light”. 

To nominate someone for a Point of 
Light award, write to the prime min¬ 
ister at 10 Downing Street. 
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ABANDONED : The disaster forced the area to be evacuated - with structures left untouched in three decades amid high radiation levels. 

Chernobyl 30 years on: How you 
can help children still affected 

On April 26,1986, the world’s worst nuclear disaster occurred as a nuclear reactor went into meltdown. 
Luke May speaks to a charity in Kent which aids the youngsters’ health by bringing them to county... 


T HIRTY years ago, the 
world held its breath as the 
worst nuclear disaster in 
its history unravelled. 

The meltdown of a reac¬ 
tor at the Chernobyl power plant sent 
a radioactive cloud into the sky and 
claimed the lives of thousands. 

And three decades on, the impact 
of the catastrophe is still being felt by 
a generation born years later. 

Gwen Wood is chairman of the 
Maidstone branch of the Chernobyl 
Children’s Life Line (CCLL) - a charity 
which aims to provide support for 
youngsters in the affected areas, and 
organises trips for children to come 
and have four-week recuperative 
trips to the UK. 

It is currently appealing for more 
host families to come forward to put 
life, quite literally, back into their 
lives. 

She told KoS: “I know Chernobyl 
will have happened 30 years ago on 
April 26, but the children in regions 
of Belarus and Ukraine are still suf¬ 
fering from the radiation today. 

“However if they come over here for 
four weeks, then that can extend 
their life by two years. 

“This has been proven by scientists 
who took blood tests to see their radi¬ 
ation levels drop to a level which will 
take two years to return to the height 
it was before they came over.” 

It was in April 1986 when one of 
Chernobyl’s reactors suffered a power 
increase during an emergency cool¬ 
ing experiment, leading to explosions 
within its core. 

Following the explosion, large 
amounts of radioactive fuel and core 


materials were spread into the atmos¬ 
phere causing international panic. 

The explosion was the first nuclear 
disaster to be classified as a level sev¬ 
en major disaster on the Internation¬ 
al Nuclear Event Scale (INES). 

Some 335,000 people were relocat¬ 
ed from the surrounding areas, in¬ 
cluding the now-abandoned city of 
Pripyat, where the power plant was 
sited, as a result of the radiation 
which spread into Belarus and 
Ukraine. 

Some 70 per cent of the nuclear 
fallout spread to Belarus, with the ra¬ 
dioactive material 90 times greater 
than the combined material of the 
bombs dropped on Hiroshima and 
Nagasaki. 

But even as the memory of Cherno¬ 
byl fades, Mrs Wood explained why 
its fallout was still being felt in the 
region. 

The 73-year-old said: “As human 
beings we all just want to help every¬ 
body, and that help is still needed in 
Ukraine and Belarus. 

“Right now in Ukraine, children 
from the war-torn parts of the coun¬ 
try are being moved into areas near 
Chernobyl that were initially evacu¬ 
ated following the disaster. 

“Its giving them a home, but there 
are children now living right inside 
the radiation zone. 

“Its awful, everything they touch 
has radiation, the soil the children 
play in, the food they eat the water 
they drink, it’s all contaminated.” 

The only other nuclear disaster to 
be categorised as level seven on the 
INES was the Fukushima Daiichi dis¬ 
aster in 2011 - the fifth anniversary 


of which was Friday. 

But the impacts of Chernobyl are 
still being debated as thousands born 
in the region go on to develop thyroid 
cancer, bone cancer or leukaemia. 

More than 30 people died during 
the initial explosion and attempted 
clean up operation. 

But figures vary on the long-term 
impact of the disaster. 

In 2005, the World Health Organi¬ 
sation issued a report claiming 4,000 
people could eventually die as a result 
of the radiation exposure. 

But Greenpeace claim the death 
toll could potentially reach 200,000 
in cancer-related fatalities. 

And as the Maidstone charity 


provides a chance of young Belaru¬ 
sian and Ukrainian children to recov¬ 
er, Mrs Wood explained just how 
much the charity does for these 
children. 

“While they’re over, we take the 
children for an eye test and dental 
checks. 

“Following the check, if they re¬ 
quire treatment, then the charity 
pays for it.” 

As part of its efforts, the charity 
covers the cost of flights for the chil¬ 
dren and an English speaking leader 
who comes over with them during 
their two to four week visit. 

She added: “During the average 
group visit, we’re spending more than 


£4,000 to bring the children and their 
leader, normally a teacher, over, in¬ 
cluding the £90 cost of a visa each. 

“Then we have the cost of day trips, 
such as hiring out a minibus. 

Says Mrs Wood: “If you’ve got room 
in your home and room in your 
hearts, please consider becoming a 
host family for these children, it 
would be a wonderful experience 
both for them and for you.” 

As well as its Maidstone branch, 
the charity also has links in Ashford 
and Herne Bay, with each branch 
covering a surrounding patch. 

■ To find out more about 
becoming a host family, visit www. 
ccll.org.uk. 


THE HEROES WHO PREVENTED EUROPEAN CATASTROPHE 


NEXT month sees Chernobyl 
Week - a Europe-wide week of 
action to remind people of the 
impact of the nuclear disaster and 
the on-going effects. 

Running between April 22-28, it 
will be marked by a week of action. 

Heroes of the disaster have been 
invited to the UK by the Chernobyl 
Children’s Life Line charity (CCLL) 
- and sponsored by the Associa¬ 
tion for International Education and 
Exchange (IBB) in Dortmund, 
Germany - to give witness 
presentations of their brave efforts 
in the clean-up and raise 
awareness of the disaster. 

Many were there because they 
considered it to be their duty. Many 
of them paid the highest price by 
losing their lives or developing 






serious health conditions. 

They have become known as the 
‘Chernobyl Heroes’ - referring to 
the brave men and women from 
the USSR who risked their lives to 
help to make safe the stricken 
reactor at Chernobyl and to ‘clean 
up’ the highly contaminated areas 
in and around the site. 

In just seven months, a huge 
sarcophagus structure was 
constructed out of steel and 


concrete to entomb the remains 
of the reactor building, with 
those involved exposed to 
horrific deadly radioactive 
conditions. 

Without these Chernobyl 
Heroes, the charity believes, 
Europe would have been a nuclear 
graveyard. 

A spokesman for CCLL 
explained: “A second and far 
more massive explosion was only 
averted by the Chernobyl Heroes 
who went in to drain off the water 
from under the reactor core. 

“Had the molten core come into 
contact with the water it would have 
created a nuclear explosion of 
massive proportions which would 
have caused a ‘nuclear winter’ 
across Europe.” 
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BLUE 

CROSS 
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UP TO 80% OFF 


weJJs 

BEDDING & INTERIORS 

The furniture experts since 1925 

44 High Street,Royal, 
Tunbridge Wells, Kent 
TNI 1XF 
01892 535555 


Upholstery - Sofas & Chairs 

Vincent Shepperd "Joe" chair, Lloyd Loom, including cushion 

was £789 

now £395 

ONLY ONE! 

SAVING! 

50% 

Rolf Benz corner sofa group in cream fabric with walnut legs 

mrrp £8,265 

now £3,995 

ONLY ONE! 

51% 

"Florence"chair a bergere style wooden frame classic chair 

was £1,244 

now £248 

ONLY ONE! 

80% 

"Beaulieu"chair in smart blue striped fabric 

was £ 1,465 

now £595 

ONLY ONE! 

59% 

Himolla "cosy form" one small & one medium recliner in cream leather 

mrrp £2,185now £1,095 each 

ONLY ONE! 

50% 

"BOND "3 seater squidgy sofa & chair 

was £2,598 

now £995 

ONLY ONE! 

60% 

Bedframes & Headboards 

Grange Consulat king-size "criss cross" bedstead in solid cherrywood 

mrrp £2,363 

now £469 

ONLY ONE! 

80% 

Super king size 180cm "Windsor" pure brass classic design headboard 

was £1,595 

now £395 

ONLY ONE! 

75% 

Single Belmont headboard 

mrrp £138 

now £27 

ONLY ONE! 

80% 

Bedroom Furniture 

Penshurst corner wardrobe system by Lawrence Walsh 

mrrp £11,020 

now £4,995 

ONLY ONE! 

55% 

Penshurst tall boy 

mrrp £1,280 

now £549 

ONLY ONE! 

55% 

Camden 2 drawer bedside chest 

mrrp £500 

now £100 

ONLY ONE! 

80% 

Stratford two door wardrobe by Lawrence Walsh 

mrrp £1,695 

now £675 

ONLY ONE! 

60% 

Stratford two door wardrobe with additional shelf unit 

mrrp £2,785 

now £1,095 

ONLY ONE! 

63% 

Lounge & Dining Room Furniture 

Skovby M101 modern gate leg table with storage & 2 chairs 

mrrp £1,817 

now £895 

ONLY ONE! 

50% 

Lloyd loom "Joe" kitchen stool in bright red 

mrrp £495 

now £250 

ONLY ONE! 

50% 

Hulsta Simia media / lounge shelving scheme in ash and white lacquer 
finish complete with integral lighting a stunning display! 

mrrp £7,672 

now £2,995 

ONLY ONE! 

60% 

Grange Directoire classic french round solid cherrywood table & 4 chairs 

mrrp £6,121 

now £2,495 

ONLY ONE! 

59% 

Tom Schneider modern glass/walnut table & 6 chairs in suede 

mrrp £4,779 

now £2,389 

ONLY ONE! 

50% 


THE BEST BEDS. THE BEST PRICES. GUARANTEED. Plus free delivery and up to 3 years 0% APR free credit! 
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We ore so confident that our extensive 
range of furniture represents the very best 
value for money that in the unlikely event 
of finding an identical product elsewhere 
at a lower price , we PROMISE to match , or 
better any deal on a like-for-like basis , at 
the point of order...even internet offers! 


ALL OF OUR BEDS & FURNITURE 
ARE INCLUDED IN THE BLUE CROSS SALE 

WELLS REYLON BEDS ARE ALL 50% OFF 
VISPRING UP TO 50% OFF 
TEMPUR BEDS UP TO 50% OFF 
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Using power of the image to help 
refocus one man’s troubled mind 


Former banker from Gravesend uses camera to fight his own 
demons and to help inspire others in similar situations... 



By Molly Kersey-Law 

moLLy.kersey-Law@archant.co.uk 


A FORMER City high flyer 
who turned to street pho¬ 
tography after a battle 
with obsessive compulsive 
disorder (OCD), depression 
and alcohol has published a book to 
chart the transformation of his life. 

Lee Fennings, who was born in 
Chatham and now lives in Gravesend, 
has compiled a book of his work called 
Pulse. The book features photographs 
taken in areas such as Thanet, Graves¬ 
end and London, and Mr Fennings is 
hoping it will be a good way to show his 
gratitude to Mind - the charity that 
helped him when he needed it most. 

All profits from sales of the book will 
go to the mental health charity. 

“Mind has helped me enormously in 
the past and will play a part in my fu¬ 
ture,” he said. 

“I guess it’s a way of saying ‘thank 
you’, not just from me but on behalf of 
countless others that rely on their in¬ 
valuable support.” 

Mr Fennings has suffered from OCD 
and depression for many years. 

He explained to KoS: “It all began 
when I was about 15 years old, with an 
overwhelming compulsion to repeat¬ 
edly wash my hands for fear of being 
contaminated with a deadly disease, 
and has taken on different forms over 


the years. 

“It reached a point in 2004 
when I was hospitalised for two 
months at The Priory for treat¬ 
ment of both OCD and 
depression.” 

He previously worked for an 
investment bank in London - 
with a high pressure role as a 
contractor in financial regula¬ 
tion - and turned to alcohol to 
try and deal with his mental 
health problems. 

“I was self-medicating with 
alcohol to such an extent that it 
was actually exacerbating the 
problem, leading towards sui¬ 
cidal thoughts and tendencies. 

“Things got so bad that I 
knew I needed to quit the drink 
and with help from CRI [the 
Crime Reduction Initiatives, a 
charity that helps vulnerable 
people facing addiction, home¬ 
lessness and domestic abuse] I 
haven’t touched a drop since Oc¬ 
tober 2014. 

“But I still needed to address the un¬ 
derlying problem, predominantly my 
OCD, so I turned to Mind for their help. 

“OCD is a strange beast and I’m 
certainly not rid of it but Mind were 
there to listen, understand and offer 
the professional support I needed. 
I’ll be returning for cognitive 
behavioural therapy (CBT) which I 
hope to commence shortly.” 


In late 2014, a few months after his 
contract at the investment bank was 
not renewed, ultimately due to his 
health issues, Mr Fennings took a new 
creative path and turned to street 
photography. 

“It’s a great source of therapy. You 
come across an amazing array of peo¬ 
ple and places, and I feel like I’m in a 
completely different zone when I have 
the camera in my hand,” he said. 


“Candid street photography is great 
because everything is un-staged, 
where you wander in anticipation of 
that decisive moment. I also like the di¬ 
versity of the street and its hon¬ 
esty, no matter where you are in 
the world.” 

The book, he adds, marks the 
difficult time that he went 
through. 

“Pulse evolved as a result of 
significant personal change, 
predominantly due to my deci¬ 
sion to quit alcohol,” he said. 

“I thought it would be good 
for my own personal develop¬ 
ment and recovery to formally 
record a period in my life with 
so much more meaning and 
creativity. It contains a collec¬ 
tion of over 40 black-and-white 
photographs taken within the 
period of about a year, and cap¬ 
tures candid moments of our 
everyday lives. 

“Together with it being a big 
personal achievement, it’s nice 
to know that my work is readily 
available in print. I see the book 
as a piece of un-staged visual 
history, projecting life’s quirks, 
sadness and humour.” 

And he put a great deal of thought 
into compiling the book. 

“I already had a good idea of the pho¬ 
tographs I would include. The arrange¬ 
ment of them was the most time con¬ 
suming, as I didn’t want the 
photographs to look as if they were just 
thrown together without thought and 
purpose. The book is divided into six 
chapters - Daily Pulse, Light and Shad¬ 


ow, The Sunbeam Trilogy, On Reflec¬ 
tion, Visual Wit and Young Guns. 

“A majority of the photographs were 
shot in London, however there is one 
taken at the Gravesend promenade 
that I included, which I have called 
Leap Of Faith. 

“It’s in the book as a full double 
spread and gives the impression of two 
separate photographs, which in some 
ways it is, with the boy in mid-flight af¬ 
ter leaping off the promenade wall and 
the man walking into the shot seem¬ 
ingly unaware of what’s happening in 
front of him.” 

He hopes that the book will help oth¬ 
ers with mental health problems too. 

“I hope it offers people inspiration 
and if it works for just one person then 
to me that is a success. 

“I’m also an advocate for a more 
open-minded attitude towards mental 
health, so perhaps it will help some 
people to open up about their problems. 

“Although I believe perceptions are 
improving, there is still that tremen¬ 
dous stigma attached to mental illness 
and I think that’s half the battle. 

“People shouldn’t be ashamed or feel 
weak by talking about it, as it doesn’t 
make anyone a lesser person. For me, 
it’s quite the opposite. 

“Don’t suffer in silence. Talk about 
your feelings to a family member, friend 
or a local organisation like Mind that 
specialise in such issues, or visit your GP 
for advice, guidance and treatment.” 

■ Pulse is available now. A softback 
version costs £34.99 or £3.99 for an 
instant PDF version. For more details 
visit the website www.leefenningspho- 
tography.co.uk. 
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Whatever your budget, we can provide the perfect kitchen, bedroom or bathroom without compromising on quality. 
Pop into our showroom, no appointment needed, and parking right outside the door! 


ian pennick 


Studio adjacent to Canterbury Garden Centre 


www.ianpennic 







l> 

1 








| : 
_ 



kentnews.co.uk kent-life.co.uk 


Week ending March 13,2016 31 






























































PEOPLE OF KENT 



Oppose 

OPERATION STACK 

Vote for Fergus Wilson 

Advertisement Paid for by Fergus Wilson 

kent-life.co.uk www.kentnews.co.uk 


32 Week ending March 13, 2016 













» Email us details of 
your event to: 

editorial@kosmedia.co.uk 
Tel: 01233 653476 
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Follow us @KOSMedia or 
www.kentnews.co.uk/leisure 


MUSICAL: Jodie Prenger stars in Tell Me On A Sunday. 


Picture by: Tristram Kenton 


w 


odie Prencier takes on role 




rY 


musica 


The performer said that she could empathise with the character’s experiences 


C LASSIC musical Tell Me 
On A Sunday will be 
making its way to Tun¬ 
bridge Wells next month 
during its UK tour. 
Written by Andrew Lloyd 
Webber and and Don Black, the 
show charts the romantic misad¬ 
ventures of a young woman living 
in New York in the 1980s. 

Jodie Prenger - who shot to fame 
after winning BBC talent show I’d 
Do Anything and being awarded 
the role of Nancy in West End 
musical Oliver - will star as Emma. 

Her story is told to the audience 
through song, in a series of 
conversations with her friends and 
letters to her mum. 

Ms Prenger said that she can 
empathise with the character, who 
goes to the city full of optimism 
and, after working her way 
through a number of anxieties and 


frustrations, begins to wonder if 
she’s been looking for love in all the 
wrong places. 

“We’ve all gone through what 
she goes through, bought the 
t-shirt, got the scars,” she said. 

“And I really understand her. It’s 
so brilliantly written and we’ve 
gone through the lyrics with a fine 
toothcomb. They aren’t just lyrics, 
it’s a script set to music.” 

She added: “It’s all familiar stuff. 
I’ve been cheated on, lied to, I’ve 
had horrible things said to me but I 
think women have a certain 
strength, a fight in them which 
makes them get up again and carry 
on despite the knockbacks. 

“We’re survivors, we’ve all been 
in relationships that we keep 
trying to make work even though 
we know it’s not quite right, and 
the wonderful thing about Emma 
is that when she reaches the point 


where she wants to run back to the 
safety of her Mum, she finds a new 
strength. 

“And it’s lovely that it isn’t a 
happily ever after ending where 
she runs off into the sunset with a 
man,” she added. 

Speaking about what drew her 
to the one-woman show, she 
explained: “The songs are beauti¬ 
ful, little gems. Years and years ago 
I had a ‘best of the musicals’ double 
cassette and it had Take That Look 
Off Your Face and Tell Me On A 
Sunday on it. 

“I loved it and played it over and 
over. But all the songs together 
create a journey that every woman 
has gone through at some point in 
her life. 

“Tell Me On A Sunday is a song 
that really affects people -1 can 
hear them sniffing.” 

The show has had many 


incarnations since it was created in 
1979, and it was originally 
conceived for television. 

“What we do this time is the 
one-act show, and then have a 
second act which is me singing at 
the piano, and then we have a 
question and answer session. It’s 
been fantastic, the audiences get 
really engaged with it,” she added. 

The performance will be directed 
by Paul Foster and includes a 
post-show talk with Ms Prenger, 
who will discuss love, life and 
playing the role of Emma. 

Tell Me On A Sunday will be at 
the Assembly Hall Theatre on April 
15 at 7.30pm. 

Tickets are £27 or £25 with 
concessions. 

For more information or to book 
you can visit www.assemblyhall- 
theatre.co.uk or alternatively call 
the box office on 01892 530613. 
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holidays 


Call 

01895 833333 

for bookings 
and information 

I More Cruise I 
Savings.. J 


1/2 price 

cabin upgrades* 

£75pp 

LOW DEPOSIT 
when you choose 
to travel by rail* 


SALE offers apply 
when you book by 
30th March 2016* 


Holidays offered by 
GN Holidays 
& Voyages 

Higher Denham, 
Uxbridge UB9 5EL 
ABTA NoY0291 -ATOL9362 

info@gnvoyages.co.uk 

www.gnvoyages.co.uk 

Open 9am to 5.30pm weekdays 
9.30am to 12.30pm 
Saturdays 

Closed Bank Holiday weekends. 






Free Drinks 


Private Charter 


Entertainment 


Over 40s only 


full board 
plus - from £699 

SALE FROM 

£669p P 


■ . 


Celebrate the New Year in style on board the 4-star MS Johannes Brahms river 
cruiser. Starting in Amsterdam - the Dutch capital (2 nights) - we sail to 
Kinderdijk, which has 19 windmills in a stunning a landscape straight from a 
Rembrandt painting, before heading for Rotterdam, where we count down to 
2017 with a New Year party and a spectacular fireworks display over the city's 
Erasmus Bridge. 

INCLUDED: Escorted return rail travel from London St Pancras and Ebbsfleet to 
Amsterdam OR return flights with luggage from a choice of UK airports - supp't may 
apply • 4 night full board plus cruise sharing a twin-bed rear cabin on Main Deck - 
upgrades available • Beer, wine and soft drinks served at lunch, dinner and from 
6pm to midnight at the bar • Entertainment • Transfers abroad • Services of our 
Cruise Director on board 


Bingen Rhine in Flames 
& Moselle River Cruise 


This fabulous cruise takes in the Rhine and Moselle Rivers, Bingen's wine 
festival and fireworks display, captivating scenery, picturesque towns and 
more. If all of this is not enough, add the 4-star MPS Johannes Brahms, 
providing just 80 guests with a friendly crew, great food, superb service, 
entertainment and spacious en-suite cabins - all with picture windows. With 
visits to Cologne, Andernach, Rudesheim, Bingen, Cochem and Boppard, this is 
a magical voyage that will stay in your memory for years to come. 

INCLUDED: Escorted return rail travel from London St Pancras or Ebbsfleet to 
Brussels and coach to Cologne or return flights with luggage from a choice of UK 
airports to Cologne - supp't may apply • 7 night full board cruise sharing a twin bed, 
main deck rear cabin - upgrades available • Beer, wine by the glass, and soft drinks 
served at lunch and dinner and from 6pm to midnight at the bar 
• Entertainment ‘Transfers abroad • Services of our Cruise Director on board 


Dutch Delights New Year 
Party River Cruise 

Escorted Holiday by Rail or Air 

29 December, 2016 • Quote: NY12 


Amsterdam to 
Bruges River Cruise 

Escorted Holiday by Rail or Air 

19 September, 2016* Quote: AB9 


Boppard Rhine in Flames 
& Moselle River Cruise 

Escorted Holiday by Rail or Air 

22 September, 2016 • Quote RR9 


Escorted Holiday by Rail or Air 

31 August, 2016 - Quote RN8 


e Drinks 
te Charter 


Join us on our private charter of MPS Princess with great food and service and 
a fun and friendly atmosphere. We start in Amsterdam and have a full day and 
two evenings to explore before sailing to Kinderdijk, which has 19 windmills 
and a landscape straight from a Rembrandt masterpiece before heading for a 
harbour cruise in Rotterdam. Sailing into Belgium, we visit Antwerp - the 
diamond capital, and stunning architecture of Ghent before arriving in Bruges 
with a full day and two evenings to enjoy before returning to the UK. 
INCLUDED: Escorted return rail travel from London St Pancras or Ebbsfleet or 
return flights with luggage from a choice of UK airports - supp't may apply • 7 night 
cruise sharing a twin rear cabin on Main Deck - upgrades available • Beer, wine, & 
soft drinks served at lunch and dinner and from 6pm to midnight at the bar • 
Morning and afternoon coffee/tea • Buffet breakfasts and lunches • Dinner served 
at your table - 4 courses • Late night snacks • Captain's dinner - 5 courses 
• Entertainment • Transfers abroad • Services of our Cruise Director on board 


Join us for a scenic, fun-packed cruise onboard the 4-star mps Rembrandt Van 
Rijn taking in Cologne, Koblenz, Cochem, Zell, Rudesheim and Boppard, where 
you'll see the Rhine in Flames festival. Originally held to celebrate the grape 
harvest, this spectacular pyrotechnics show also features an illuminated 
flotilla of riverboats. Also enjoy the Boppard Wine Festival featuring wines 
from local vineyards, live music and entertainment. 

INCLUDED: Escorted return rail travel from London St Pancras or Ebbsfleet to 
Brussels and coach to Cologne or return flights with luggage from a choice of UK 
airports to Cologne - supp't may apply • 7 night full board cruise sharing a twin 
outside main deck rear cabin - upgrades available • Beer, wine and soft drinks with 
lunch and dinner and from 6pm to midnight at the bar • Captains Dinner 
• Entertainment • Transfers abroad • Services of our Cruise Director on board 
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Graham Greene's tale Travels 
With My Aunt due in Bromley 


Sounds of T.Rex on stage 

TRIBUTE band T.Rextasy will 
be bringing their musical show 
-1 Love to Boogie - to the 
Woodville, Gravesend, on 
March 25. 

For further details or to book 
visit www.woodville.co.uk. 




By Molly Kersey-Law 

molly.kersey-law@archant.co.uk 


T HEATRE company Cre¬ 
ative Cow will be bring¬ 
ing Graham Greene’s 
Travels With My Aunt 
to Bromley. 

It tells the story of unlikely hero 
Henry, who leads a quiet and risk¬ 
free life until his eccentric Aunt 
Augusta persuades him to travel 
with her to Brighton, Paris, Istan¬ 
bul and Paraguay. 

Through her he meets ‘pot¬ 
smoking hippies’, war criminals, 
men from the CIA and hard core 
art smugglers. 

He puts his predictable life be¬ 
hind him as he finds himself 
changing beyond recognition. 

The production marks the 25th 
anniversary of Mr Greene’s death. 

He described Travels With My 
Aunt as ‘the only book I have ever 
written for the fun of it’. 

Four actors will be taking on the 
roles of 20 colourful characters 
featured in the play. 

As well as mirroring the writer’s 
own obsession with travelling, the 
storyline also takes the audience 
on a tour through his 17 previous 
novels. 


Other aspects of Mr Greene’s life, 
such as his secret service work, are 
also represented in the show. 

Actor and co-founder of Creative 
Cow, Katherine Senior, explained: 
“We love the way Travels with my 
Aunt traces two voyages in paral¬ 
lel - one a physical cross-continen¬ 
tal journey by plane, train and 
boat and the other a mind-blow¬ 
ing, eye-opening journey of self- 
discovery. 


“Henry couldn’t be more differ¬ 
ent from Greene himself, who was 
adventurous, risk-loving and un¬ 
conventional - but can we perhaps 
see some similarities by the end? 

“It’s a great pleasure to be tour¬ 
ing this work by one of our favour¬ 
ite authors in this anniversary 
year,” she added. 

Creative Cow was formed in 
2007 by Ms Senior, Amanda Knott 
and Matthew Parish. 


They have performed a number 
of plays including Charles Dickens’ 
Hard Times and Shakespeare’s The 
Merry Wives of Windsor. 

Travels With My Aunt will be at 
the Churchill Theatre from April 
14 to 16, with performances at 
2.30pm and 7.30pm. 

Tickets range from £8 to £25. 

For more information or to book 
tickets to the show you can visit 
www.churchilltheatre.co.uk. 


The Stranglers perform 


BAND The Stranglers will be performing at the 
Leas Cliff Hall, Folkestone, during their tour of 
the UK. 

They will be taking to the stage on March 22 
at 7pm and tickets are £28.15. 

For more information or to book visit www. 
atgtickets. com/folkestone. 


Shakespeare plays retold 

PLAY Shakespeare Untold will 
be performed at the Theatre 
Royal Margate on May 26. 

It features retellings of two 
classic plays. 

To book, visit www.theatre- 
royalmargate .com. 



Sarah Millican's show 


COMEDIAN Sarah Millican will be performing 
at the Assembly Hall Theatre, Tunbridge Wells, 
on September 12. 

The show will start at 8pm and tickets are £25 
For further details or to book you can visit 
www.assemblyhalltheatre.co.uk or alternatively 
call the box office on 01892 530613. 


Wellersi 

Auctioneers & Valuers £ 

“A Collection of Architectural Antiques, Period Garden Features and 

Scan 
to view 
the catalogue 

BjggKB 

Reclaimed Artefacts to be auctioned mainly unreserved” 

and 

bid online at 
the-saleroom.com 



www.wellersarchitectural.com 


AUCTION 


Saturday 19th March 2016 at 10.00am 




VENUE ADDRESS: 

Authentic Reclamation 
West Lymden Farm 
Lymden Lane, Stonegate 
East Sussex, TN5 7EF 


ENQUIRIES: VIEWING: 

luke@wellersauctions.com Sat 12th March 9am - 5pm 

07966 437099 Mon 14th March - Fri 18th March 

9am - 5pm each day 
Saleday Gates Open at 8am 
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Prior and Carnival band 


FOLK singer Maddy Prior will 
be joining up with the Carnival 
Band for a collaborative show 
at the Theatre Royal Margate. 

The show will take place on 
December 3. 

Call 01843 292795 to book. 



Another Brick in the Wall 


STUDENTS from six Shepway schools will be 
performing in Another Brick in the Wall. 

The show will be at the Folkestone Quarter- 
house from March 17 to 19. 

Tickets are £2.50. 

For more information or to book visit www. 
quarterhouse.co.uk. 


Festival of hip hop dance 

FESTIVAL of hip hop dance, 

Breakin’ Convention, will be at 
the Gulbenkian, Canterbury, 
on May 28 and 29 at 5pm and 
lpm respectively. 

For details visit www. 
thegulbenkian.co.uk. 



Director discusses plays 

PLAYWRIGHT and director John Retallack will 
be discussing his work at the Turner Contem¬ 
porary gallery in Margate. 

He will be talking about his play Hannah and 
Hanna and its sequel, Hannah and Hanna in 
Dreamland, on April 30 at 3pm. 

Tickets are £5. 


T HE hits of the 70s will 
be performed on stage 
in a new musical show. 

The Solid Gold 70s 
production will be 
making its way to Dartford next 
month. 

The show features the songs of a 
number of iconic performers such 
as Queen, T.Rex, Elton John, 10CC, 
David Essex, Suzi Ouatro, The 
Carpenters and ABBA. 

Show producer Michael Taylor, 
who has worked on other musical 
shows such as Magic of Motown 
and Thank you for the Music, 
explained: “Take a step back in 
time. Back to when 7.30pm on a 
Thursday night could mean only 
one thing - TVs tuned in to BBC 
One and families gathered 
together to watch Top of the Pops.” 

The music chart TV programme 
was made by the BBC and 
originally began broadcasting in 
1964. 

A number of different songs will 
be featured in the show. 

These include We Are The 
Champions, Don’t Go Breaking My 


Heart, Puppy Love, Things We Do 
For Love, If I Can’t Have You and 
Waterloo. 

A live band will be accompany¬ 
ing the performers. 

Mr Taylor added: “If, like me, 
you have fond memories of Pans 
People and Eurovision, Luke 
Skywalker and Saturday Night 
Fever, Danny and Sandy, Dastard¬ 
ly and Muttley, this is the show for 
you. With the cast bursting into 
the spotlight like an explosion in a 
paintshop, we guarantee theatre¬ 
goers the most colourful, top of the 


pops time of their lives.” 

Audiences are invited to dress 
up in 70s costumes for the 
performance. 

The Solid Gold 70s show will be 
on stage at the Orchard Theatre on 
April 14. 

The performance will be 
starting at 7.30pm. Tickets to the 
show are £22 or £19 with 
concessions. 

For more information visit 
www.orchardtheatre.co.uk or 
alternatively call the ticket office 
on 01322 220000. 


PERFORMERS: Hits of Queen 
and Elton John will be included 



Hits of the 70s brought 
to a Dartford theatre 

By Molly Kersey-Law 

moLly.kersey-law@archant.co.uk 



MUSICAL: A number of songs 
will be featured in the show 




EASY WAYS TO ORDER: 


FANTASTIC SUBSCRIPTION OFFER 
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* TOP PROPERTY 
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* PART OF THE COMMUNITY 
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Advertiser’s Announcement 


Are You Embarrassed by Your 
Teeth? 

What is stopping you from having dental implants? If it’s pain and suffering, then 
this is for you! 


Dr Pieter Claassen of 
Hanover House, a local dental 
clinic is experiencing high 
demand for dental implants 
due to an advanced technique 
called PRGF which they offer 
to patients that are having 
dental implants. 

This new system encourages 
healing at an accelerated rate 
which means patients are able to 
go about their normal, everyday 
life without none or very little 
any down-time. 

Patients travel from all 
over, demanding this unique 
treatment which is also being 
used to help sportsmen and 
women speed up the healing 
process following injury. 
PRGF stands for Plasma Rich 
Growth Factors, - referred to 
as accelerated healing by the 
Hanover House dental implant 
team. 

The Problem 

If you are one of the 
thousands of people suffering 
from missing or painful teeth 
you do not need to be reminded 
that it is very likely you will 
experience any or all of the 
following problems. 

• Not being able to eat what 
you want 

• Having to use fixative 
several times a day which 
is difficult to remove from 
your denture 

• Your confidence has dropped 

• You forget the last time you 
went on a date because you 
FEAR your little secret will 
be discovered. 

• You don’t enjoy food 
anymore because of the 
denture covering the roof 
of your mouth 

• You find yourself talking 
with your hand in front of 
your mouth to either stop a 
loose denture from moving 
or to hide an embarrassing 
gap 

• When did you last smile? 

• You no longer join in for 
photos or when you do you 
stand at the back 

• Your grandchildren 

comment on your missing 
teeth 


• You suffer from bad posture 
due to a lack of confidence 

• You choose the safe option 
when going out for a meal... 
every time! 

• You find yourself making 
excuses to visit the toilet 
after eating to clean your 
denture. 

• You have bone loss where 
the denture is pressing on 
underlying bone 

• You can often hear a ‘funny 
sound’ when the denture 
chews against another 
denture or teeth 

• You have as constant fear 
you will lose or break your 
dentures 

• Dogs love chewing dentures 
that lies unattended. 

The excitement 

For most of us suffering from 
ill-fitting denture, painful or 
lose teeth, all of the problems 
can be eliminated through the 
use of dental implants. 

Dr Classeen says, “Most 
patients normally have dental 
implants to stabilise loose and 
uncomfortable dentures or to 
replace embarrassing missing 
teeth. Having fixed teeth again 
means that they can eat and 
enjoy the food they want and 
have the confidence to smile in 
family photos again.” 

PRGF is 100% Natural 

The system allows our own 
unique healing factors to help 
speed up the actual healing 
process after the procedure. 
Using the revolutionary PRGF 
system also increases the 
success rate. 

For the first time ever 
Hanover House Dental Practice 
are offering the PRGF system 
completely free of charge when 
a dental implant is placed. 
Normally this amazing new 
treatment would cost £350.00 but 
for a limited period only 

Dr Claassen is offering it for 
FREE...Yes, FREE! 

Clinical Results 

In a study of 1391 dental 
implants placed the success 
rate was 99.6% as published in 


J Oral Implantol. 2006;32(2):72-6 
by Anitua EA 

Patients who have 
osteoporosis often receive 
Biphosphonate treatment 
to strengthen their bones. 
Unfortunately, in some cases it 
can lead to impaired healing of 
the bone. Accelerated healing 
(PRGF) is excellent for patients 
potentially at risk after an 
extraction or when a dental 
implant is placed. 

The Benefits 

There are many benefits 
when a patient chooses to have 
dental implants and using the 
PRGF system only increases 
those benefits... 

Below are just a few; 

1. Faster healing time; Less 
down time 

2. Reduced pain and swelling 

3. No one will know unless 
you want them too! 

4. Natural healing from your 
healing factors 

5. Get back your quality of life 

How it works 

PRGF - Plasma Rich Growth 
Factor is a 100% natural product 
specific and unique to each 
patient. A small amount of 
blood is placed in a centrifuge 
and separated in different 
layers. Only the parts, rich in 
growth factors are then used 
and applied onto the implant 
and the surrounding areas in 
the mouth. 

It is so effective that king 
Juan Carlos of Spain has 
recently used the same product 
to increase healing after an 
operation on his Achilles 
tendon. 

In the several years PRGF 
have been used in different 
medical fields there has never 
been a reported side effect. 

What people say 

“Pieter worked painstakingly to 
achieve the perfect finish. The 
dental implants have given me 
back my smile and confidence 
and I no longer have to worry 
about what I eat” 

Mrs. P. Mahoney - Speldhurst 

“Having dental implants was 
well worth the effort and the 
difference was extraordinary, 
making it the best decision I ever 
made. I used to be self-conscious 
about my teeth. I wouldn’t eat in 
public in case my dentures fell 
out and I hated how they felt in 
my mouth. Since having dental 
implants I am so much happier. 
I can eat what I want, when I 
want, including apples and I am 
much more confident. Even my 



■ Dr Claassen and his nurse Abbie with a patient discussing dental 
implants and how the PRGF system will provide many benefits 
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friends have commented on how 
happy and relaxed I look. ” 

Stephen Barnham - Tonbridge 

Ken, a patients of Dr Claassen 
at Hanover House Dental 
Practice says...”I wasn’t certain 
about going down this route but 
now feel SMILES better!” which 
is evident in his before and after 
treatment photos right. 




■ Mr Ken Winch AFTER Treatment 


How to get this special product 

Its first come first served so call and book 
your free consultation. Cut out the coupon on 
this page and when you start treatment we 
will reduce the cost by £350! 

The clinic number to call is: 01732 808977 

Either Sue or Sandy will be helping you on the phone. 


Hanover House Dental has various packages and price plans to suit all budgets! 


SAVE 

£350 


Hanoverl louse 



Benefit from Accelerated, 
100% Natural healing! 


FREE consultation 

with Dr Claassen at Hanover House Dental 

Remember; bring your coupon along 
to claim YOUR free PRGF! 


DO NOT PUT IT OFF; WE DO NOT WANT YOU 

TO BE DISAPPOINTED! 


01732 808977 


Call today 


*T&C's Apply 
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Calciarv dishes out a Californian dream in book 


Calgary Avansino has released cookbook Keep It Real, which is packed full of wholesome food advice 


W ITH her trim figure, 
long blonde hair and 
blue eyes, Calgary 
Avansino looks the 
epitome of a healthy 
Californian. But she’s made Britain 
her home for the past 16 years, where, 
as part of the burgeoning clean-eat¬ 
ing brigade, she’s transforming our 
daily diets. 

New cookbook Keep It Real is 
packed full of wholesome advice from 
the mum-of-three, who arrived here 
in 2000, to discover coconut water 
and quinoa were unheard of, let alone 
available in local supermarkets. 

Now, of course, they’re ubiquitous, 
but we’re still making bad decisions 
about what we put in the trolley. 

“I think we’ve lost a reality check 


about what real food is, because we’re 
so used to going down the grocery 
store aisles and seeing 50 cereals and 
20 salad dressings and actually, none 
of that is real food,” she said. 

“So, what you’re used to doing - 
you have to stop that habit. 

“Think about food in terms of 
where it comes from, what it’s made 
from, what goes into it, and start car¬ 
ing about what we put in our bodies 
in a different way.” 

Ms Avansino, who started her ca¬ 
reer in journalism as the assistant to 
British Vogue’s editor-in-chief Alex¬ 
andra Shulman and is now a contrib¬ 
uting editor, has a simple set of rules 
for how to ‘keep it real’, which in¬ 
clude: ditching diets, embracing 
plants and eliminating sugar. 


I 



HEALTHY: Calgary Avansino has 
released a new cookbook 


“When I talk about a plant-based 
diet, it doesn’t mean you have to be a 
vegan or veggie at all; if you want to 
eat lean, good cuts of meat, that’s fine. 
You just have to look at what else 
you’re eating. I’m not saying make 
three-starred Michelin meals, I’m 
just saying chop some spinach.” 

It was really important for Ms 
Avansino that her book be published 
post-January, so it wouldn’t be part of 
the “detox, diet mentality”. 

“This is forever. You have to decide 
if you want to change how you think 
about cooking and the food you put in 
your kitchen. It should be a great 
thing - not a deprivation thing. 

“Diet is such a negative concept. It 
causes this cycle of, ‘I’m not good 
enough, I’m a failure and I can’t do 


this - and now I weigh more than I did 
before’. Because that’s what happens 
- every time. I think there’s a huge 
movement against dieting and that’s 
what I want to see - because I don’t 
want anything I write to be thought 
of as a diet.” 

So that means you can indulge in 
your favourite food, be that pizza or 
brownies, but she says: “You just 
can’t have it all the time”. 

Exercise is also really important. 

In her book, she says we must all 
make an effort to move our bodies 
every day. 

“I don’t find exercise a burden - it 
just makes me feel more levelled, 
calm and less stressed. I have really 
good ideas when I’m working out,” 
she said. 


A rock and blues event 


Antiques discussed 


Historical author’s talk 

BESTSELLING historical author Anne 
O’Brien will be giving a talk at Leeds 
Castle, Maidstone, on May 3. 

She will be discussing the historical 
figures who appear in her latest book - The 
Queen’s Choice - as well as signing copies. 

The talk will take place in the Maiden’s 
Tower at 5pm. 

For more information you can visit www. 
anneobrienbooks.com. 


Poet of the year contest 

I CANTERBURY Festival has launched 
its poet of the year competition. 

Poets who make it on to the shortlist will be 
invited to read their work at an awards 
evening on October 7, when the winner will 
be announced. 

Each poem costs £5 to submit and the 
closing date for entries is June 17. 

Entry forms can be downloaded from 
www. canterburyfestival .co ,uk. 


FOLLOWING its debut last year, the 
Margate Rock and Blues event will be 
returning to the Winter Gardens. 

Buzzcocks, whose songs include Ever 
Fallen in Love With Someone (You 
Shouldn’t’ve Fallen in Love With) and 
Harmony in my Head, will be headlining. 

It takes place on June 18 at 3.30pm. 

For more details, visit www.margatewinter- 
gardens.co.uk. 


CANTERBURY Auction Galleries will 
be hosting a number of talks by 
leading industry experts. 

Alistair Gibson will discuss Chinese 
ceramics on April 7, Justin Ball will discuss 
Medieval village churches on June 2 and 
David Parker will speak about collectable 
militaria on July 28. 

Each talk is £15. 

To book, call 01227 452853. 






Wealden Hall 


London Road, Larkfield, 
Kent, ME20 6DE 


Telephone: 

01732 840259 


wealdenhall.larkfield@greeneking.co.uk 


Cut this out to receive a 

Free Bottle ofWine 

when two dine 
from our main menu 

throughout March. 

All day, every day 

Ts and Cs apply. 


HALF PRICE 
GREEN FEES 


Monday Wednesday Friday After 10:30 
Please ring the Pro Shop for availability 


01227 831126 


Broome Park Golf Club I Barham, Nr Canterbury, Kent CT4 6QX 


Contact us on 01227 830728 
or see website for further details 

www.broomepark.co.uk 


Text BROOME to 67000 
for a chance to WIN a 
round of golf 



Localsearch24 
business database 
October 2014 



SPAIN 


m mm* 

HOLIDAYS 


2016 


lo Spam 


y We won’t 


on price! 
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Plaits 



NEED A 
j LOCAL 
’ FLORIST? 


Whatever you are looking for 
localsearch24.co.uk will help 
you find it 


localsearch .co.uk 

your trusted local directory 


SOUTHGATE 


ELECTRICAL 

SERVICES 

Rewires, alterations, 
aerials, alarms, FREE 
quotations. ‘Fully qualified’ 

For enquiries call 

01227 712790 
07889 895394 

micEic mijiaEais 

| DOMESTIC 

APPROVED CONTRACTOR INSTALLER |--| 
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Bank Holiday Feature 
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PA Valley Railway is 
offering a variety of 
family fun over the 
Easter weekend. 

The railway is located 
in Tunbridge Wells and has a number 
of steam and diesel trains, which take 
passengers on a trip through the 
county’s countryside. 

Between March 25 and 28 a 
number of competitions and offers 
will be taking place. 

The special Easter saver ticket is 
available for two adults and two 
children or one adult and three chil¬ 
dren. 

The ticket allows all day travel be¬ 
tween all of the stations and costs 
£25 - it is usually £28.50. 

Children will be able to take part in 
the ‘spot the Easter eggs’ competition 
as they travel along the line, and 


those who spot one will receive a 
chocolate egg. 

When travelling on the railway, 
passengers will be able to explore the 


area by alighting at any of the sta¬ 
tions including West Station in Tun¬ 
bridge Wells, High Rocks, Groom- 
bridge and Eridge. 

Discounts are offered for train trav¬ 
el which is combined with tickets to 
view the High Rocks ancient sand¬ 
stone outcrops opposite the High 
Rocks Inn or Groombridge Place visi¬ 
tor attraction in the village of Groom- 
bridge. 

The railway benefits from being 
accessible from the Southern rail 
network and on days when the Spa 
Valley Railway is open, visitors trav¬ 
elling on the Southern network will 
be able to alight at Eridge station and 
cross over to the heritage railway to 
experience a steam train journey. 

■ For more information about the Spa 
Valley Railway, or to book tickets 
online, visit www.spavalleyrailway. 
co.uk. 







unitytheatre 


Liverpool 

City Council pp. 


ARTS COUNCIL 
ENGL AMD 


Unity Theatre and Up The Road Theatre invite you to: 

Hazlitt Exchange Studio 
Maidstone, Kent 
Friday 25 March 2016, 7pm 
Running time approx 50 mins 
Admission £9 (£8 concession / £7 child) 
Call 01622 758611 or visit 
www. parkwoodtheatres .co.uk 


Bardolph’s Box is a new, fun and exciting introduction to Shakespeare, for 8-12 year olds and their families. Explore the 
greatest stories ever told, including A Midsummer Night’s Dream, Antony and Cleopatra, Twelfth Night, Macbeth, The Tem¬ 
pest anti many more! 

Up the Road Theatre are a new company based in Deal, Kent. Our work is scaled-back and stripped down, using actors, 
text, invention and imagination to tell a story, www.uptheroadtheatre.co.uk 

Unity Theatre, Liverpool has a passion for children’s productions and is one of the city’s best loved venues. 

www.unitytheatreliverpool.co.uk 

We look forward to hearing from you! 


Join Bardolph on a roller-coaster ride 
through Shakespeares stories! 
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ALL-WEATHER 


CBAMPIONSH/Ps 


GOOD FRIDAY 25 MARCH 2016 


www.lingfieldpark.co.uk 

01342 834800 


info@lingfieldpark.co.uk 
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W ITH Spring ap¬ 
proaching, the 
weather getting 
warmer and the 
mornings and eve¬ 
nings brighter, what better time to 
talk a walk through one of the pictur¬ 
esque areas in the county? 

During the Easter weekend, when 
parents and children will be getting 
time off work and school, taking a 
long walk could be a nice activity for 
all the family. 

What’s more, walking carries with 
it a huge number of health benefits, 
giving you a boost of vitamin D and 
helping to strengthen your heart. 

Here are some of the places to enjoy 
a walk over the Bank Holiday 
weekend: 

Margate 

A walk along the seafront in Mar¬ 


gate is sure to include some beautiful 
views. 

You can choose a route that en¬ 
compasses the promenade, with a 
view of the sea and beaches, as well as 
the cliff tops, which will give a good 
view of the coastline. 

To do this, start on the High Street 
and either make your way towards 
Palm Bay or Westgate. 

This walk will include the town, 
and coast, with some hills. 

Pembury 

Pembury offers a great deal of 
countryside and some stunning 
views, making it a great location for 
walking. 

The Pembury Circular walk begins 
at High Brooms station and goes as 
far as The Grove, offering a stroll 
through woodland and pastureland. 

You can head north through Bar¬ 



nett’s local wood nature reserve, an 
area which contains meadows and 
ponds. 

Then follow waymarks until you 
reach a main route at the railway via¬ 
duct, and continue on through 
Somerhill and Tudeley, Pembury and 
Hawkenbury. 

Once you have reached High Wood, 
you continue into Royal Tunbridge 
Wells through Camden Park, head¬ 
ing as far as The Grove. 

Alkham 

Designated as an area of outstand¬ 
ing natural beauty, Alkham will pro¬ 
vide you with a wonderful location 


for a spring time walk. 

If you venture out at the right time 
you will be able to catch sight of some 
beautiful wild flowers growing there, 
including bluebells. 

As well as this, it features breath¬ 
taking views of the valley. 

You can begin walking on the 
main road before turning right on to 
Short Lane, going through a gate and 
steeply uphill in the direction of a 
wood. 

Turn right when you reach a lane, 
then left over a stile in the fence, and 
aim for the telegraph pole up ahead. 

If you follow the path you will reach 
St Radigund’s Abbey, which provides 


historical interest to the walk. 

Headcorn 

With attractive houses and an old 
church, Headcorn offers some very 
pleasant countryside and streams. 

Taking a circular route around the 
area could be a good option if you 
would like to take in some woodland 
and open countryside. 

Starting from Headcorn station 
you can complete a circular walk 
from Chickenden Farm, making your 
way towards Sinkhurst Green. 

The route will allow you to take in 
Wadd Bank, Frittenden House and 
Little Bubhurst Farm. 



EVERY DAY 

25 th to April 10 th 


March 25 



Easter fun at the Captain Digby 


Enjoy Easter this year with a family visit to the Captain 
Digby. There’s lots of activities to keep the kids happy 
including our indoor and outdoor play areas. 

The award winning restaurant is perfect for couples 
and families alike and is one of our most popular 
places to dine all year round. 

Book your table now on line to avoid 
disappointment or call on the number below 


S The Captain Digby Kingsgate 
Broadstairs, CT10 3QH 

n Tel: 01843 867764 

www.captaindigby.co.uk 


THORLEY TAVERNS 


Contempory Craft & Design Fair 



Purchase direct from 
the very best artists and 
craftmakers in the UK who 
have real passion for the 
work they create 


8 - 10 April 

Kent College 

CANTERBURY 



12 noon to 5pm Fri -10am to 5pm Sat & Sun - Admission £4 
Under 14’s Free - CR2 9DT - 2 miles from A2 signposted off A290 


WWW.CraftinfOCUS.com T: 01622 747325 
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Bank Holiday Feature 


Bardolph's Box sure to 
delight young audience 



P The Road Theatre will 
be bringing Bardolph’s 
Box, a Shakespeare 
inspired production for 
children aged eight to 
12 - to Maidstone. 


Celebrating 400 years of Shake¬ 
speare’s work, the show will be per¬ 
formed in the Exchange Studio at the 
Hazlitt Theatre on March 25. 

It features three actors - one to play 
Bardolph, Falstaff’s sidekick from 
plays Henry IV, Henry V and The 
Merry Wives of Windsor - and two 
playing a host of other characters 
that appear in Shake¬ 
speare’s plays. 

The theatre com¬ 
pany will feature 
some of Shake¬ 
speare’s lesser- 
known plays 
and characters 
in the produc¬ 
tion, utilising 
the language 
and making 
it easier for 
young peo¬ 
ple to un¬ 
derstand. 

Nicola 
Pollard, 
director 


and founder of Up The Road Theatre, 
said: “We’re really looking forward to 
introducing children - and their fami¬ 
lies - to Bardolph and his wonderful 
world. 

“Through an exciting myriad of 
characters, we’re exploring a number 
of Shakespeare’s plays, including The 
Comedy of Errors, Antony and Cleo¬ 
patra, The Tempest and Twelfth 
Night. 

“Our audience will be encouraged 
to help young Bardolph on his first 
big adventure, as he gets his friends 
out of fixes and deliberates their di¬ 
lemmas. 

“With live music, plenty of puppet¬ 
ry and a good dollop of humour, Bar- 
dolp’s Box is a brilliant way to cele¬ 
brate Shakespeare’s 400th 
anniversary.” 

The performance will be starting at 
7pm. 

Tickets are £9, £8 with concessions 
and £7 for children, and family tick¬ 
ets are also available. 

■ To book, call 01622 758611 or visit 
www.hazlitttheatre.co.uk. 




LEAS CUFF HALL FOLKESTONE 
22NO MARCH 7PM 

BOX OFFICE 0844 871 3015* 
ATGTICKETS.COM/FOLKESTONE* (BKG fee) 
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Come and enjoy a delicious 3 course carvery while listening to classic by Miss Vintage 

£19.95 per adult, £9.95 per child 


27 th MARCH 


Q^(2cL * (pa&few 30 th march 


Join us from 12.00pm-3:00pm for an afternoon fun with Funky Footsteps and the 
Easter bunny entertaining the children in addition to: 

Easter egg hunt round the gardens DJ with dancing and party games 
Buffet lunch Craft tables and cookie decorating 

Face painting and glitter tattoos Fancy dress optional ^ 

£10 per child up to 16, parents go free 


|l /m 

IL 





rtfi 





Oakwood Park, Maidstone, ME16 8AE 
T: 01622 620720 F: 01622 763704 


www.facebook.com/OakwoodHouseOfficial 



@hotelmaidstone@genuinehotels 



Genuine 


Hotels 
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Going glamorous in Los Angeles 



GLAMAROUS: The Beverly Hills Hotel (bottom left) is linked with Hollywood’s golden age 


TRAVEL REVIEW: Los Angeles 

by Lisa Haynes 


I T’S not even 11.30am and I’ve 
brushed past Leonardo DiCap- 
rio and queued for a car next to 
Joan Collins. Every day’s a bit 
like Oscars night at The Beverly 
Hills Hotel, minus the black tie. 
There’s even a plush red carpet walk 
to reach the lobby. 

The hotel, or Pink Palace as it’s af¬ 
fectionately known, is the scene of the 
famous 1977 Faye Dunaway morn¬ 
ing-after Oscars photograph, so it’s 
intrinsically linked with awards sea¬ 
son and the Hollywood golden age, 
not to mention the cover star of The 
Eagles’ Hotel California LP. 

I’m a regular visitor to LA but 
something about this place makes 
you feel like you’ve just stepped off a 
movie set. 

Exploring the 12-acre grounds, ter¬ 
racotta pink pathways weave be¬ 
tween palm trees towards secluded 
bungalows. We’re told Elizabeth Tay¬ 
lor spent six of her eight honeymoons 
here, and Marilyn Monroe loyally 
stayed in 1 A, although number 7 was 
her favourite. 

Armed with big shades, we resume 
subtle star spotting in the iconic Polo 
Lounge where a regular (not Leo) tips 
us off to try the signature McCarthy 
chopped salad for lunch. 

“Except nobody really has it as it 
should be,” he advises, “order it the 
Hollywood way and switch one or 
two ingredients.” 

We’re picked up for a private sight¬ 
seeing afternoon with Mitch from 
Tour Du Jour, who reels off Holly¬ 
wood home price tags and famous 
owners, past and present, like a tele¬ 
phone directory. 

He highlights what sets apart a 
Beverly Hills address from your aver¬ 
age LA avenue: trash cans banned 
from house fronts, phone lines pur¬ 


posefully tucked away, and each 
street made more uniform with a des¬ 
ignated tree type to set it apart. 

Our first stop is Taylor Swift’s new 
$25m Beverly Hills pad, paid for in 
cash. Be warned: lurk outside any A- 
lister home for 30 seconds more than 
you should and an agitated security 
guard soon surfaces. I note some of 
the stars’ guard houses are bigger 
than my entire flat. 

We zip through LA’s most exclusive 


palm-lined enclaves in a blacked-out 
SUV like the A-Team. As we park up 
outside various properties, Mitch 
flicks through an iPad that reveals 
aerial and interior shots of the man¬ 
sions behind the gargantuan gates. 

Our other property pit stops belong 
to celebs including Tom Cruise, Jen¬ 
nifer Aniston, Beyonce, Ellen DeGe- 
neres and Ringo Starr, who has em¬ 
bossed stars stamped all over his 
gates. Elvis’s former house on N. Hill- 


crest Road remains a shrine to fans. 
The original gate and door outside 
no. 1174 are etched with countless 
messages to the king of rock ‘n’ roll 
that read like a Seventies version of a 
Facebook fan wall. 

The so-called Golden Triangle of 
Beverly Hills is a make-believe shop¬ 
ping mecca - cupcake ATMs (Sprin¬ 
kles), VIP sun terrace (Louis Vuit- 
ton), and a store selling $50,000 
customised suits (House of Bijan). 


TRAVEL FACTS 


LISA Haynes was a guest at 
The Beverly Hills Hotel and 
Hotel Bel-Air. 

Visit www.dorchestercollec- 
tion.com for more details. 

Air New Zealand flies daily 
from London Heathrow to LA. 

Return flights start from 
£425 per person in economy 
pr £944 in premium economy. 

For further information you 
can visit www.airnewzealand. 
co.uk. 


The latter has Rolls-Royce and Bu- 
gatti Veyron supercars on rotation in 
signature yellow, to match the facade 
of the store. 

It may not have the same gloss as 
Beverley Hills, but touristy Holly¬ 
wood has sidewalks paved with stars. 
We try and spot our favourites amidst 
the 2,500-plus names on the Walk of 
Fame, and place our palms onto the 
cemented imprints of the A-list at TCL 
Chinese Theatre, which still feel 
warm from the searing LA sun. 

Steeped in cinematic history, the 
forecourt is a nostalgic retrospective 
of iconic movies. Besides the Harry 
Potter, Twilight and Hunger Games 
franchises, it’s the golden-age megas¬ 
tars that hold the most fascination - 
1939 Judy Garland, 1965 Frank Si¬ 
natra and 1935 Shirley Temple. 

En route to LAX airport and facing 
the long-haul flight home, I make like 
the 2016 stars with a pit stop at Cos- 
metique Aesthetics in Culver City for 
a high-tech IV vitamin drip. 

Something obviously worked... I’m 
upgraded on my return Air New Zea¬ 
land flight and turn left towards the 
elusive world of big beds, silver serv¬ 
ice and champagne top-ups. Oh good, 
I can keep up the movie star pretence 
for a least another 11 hours... 


Film Review by Damon Smith 




THE WITCH 

(15, 93 mins) Thriller/Horror 

SUSPICION is like a malignant 
tumour. 

Addressed quickly it can be 
excised with clinical precision by 
common sense and logical 
reasoning, leaving behind 
emotional scars that will heal over 


time; left untreated, the suspicion 
swells and steadily infects clear 
rational thought, poisoning loved 
ones against each other. 

Set in 17th-century New England, 
The Witch is a slow-burning thriller 
about a fervently religious family 
torn asunder by the belief that their 
teenage daughter is in league with 
the Devil. 

Writer-director Robert Eggers 
delivers a stylish and ambitious 
debut of remarkable clarity and 
emotional power that burrows 
under our skin and leaves us 
scratching helplessly in the dark, at 
the mercy of his dark and unset¬ 
tling parable. He steadfastly avoids 
the jump shocks and scares that 
have become emblematic of the 
modern horror genre. 

The eponymous hag doesn’t 
materialise unexpectedly out of the 
darkness, accompanied by a burst 
of staccato strings, characters don’t 
abandon their senses and stumble 


blindly to their doom. 

Instead, Mr Eggers cranks up 
suspense until we are whimpering 
for mercy, underscoring our 
discomfort with a chilling orches¬ 
tral score composed by Mark 
Korven. 

William stands accused of 
‘prideful conceit’ before other 
members of his Puritan Christian 
community. 

Unbowed and unmoved, he is 
excommunicated with his wife 
Katherine, eldest daughter 
Thomasin, son Caleb and the twins 
Mercy and Jonas. 

The family travels by rickety cart 
to a clearing and establishes a new 
homestead and plants crops in time 
for the birth of a son, Samuel. 

A witch, who lives in the nearby 
forest, steals the baby during a 
game of peekaboo with Thomasin 
and uses the child’s freshly spilt 
blood to restore her youthful lustre. 

Katherine is devastated and 


William struggles to hold together 
his family as grief and guilt corrupt 
their love. 

“We will conquer this wilder¬ 
ness. It will not consume us,” he 
growls. 

Poor Katherine’s faith wavers - 
“Since Sam disappeared, I cannot 
see Christ’s help as near” - and the 
conspiratorial twins accuse 
Thomasin of witchcraft, based on 


whispered conversations with the 
family’s prized goat. 

Matters come to a head when 
Caleb secretly ventures into the 
forest, gun in hand, and stumbles 
upon a moss-thatched cottage. 

The Witch begins as a coming of 
age story, focusing on Thomasin’s 
awkward transition to adulthood. 

As much as we want to look away, 
we’re riveted to the spot. 
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LAYERING: The shoots will have a source of food and water from the parent plant to help them thrive 
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HERE are some plants 
that just don’t do very 
well with traditional 
propagation from 
cuttings - rhododen¬ 
drons, camellias, honeysuckles and 
daphnes are just a few 

Many ‘problem plants’ can be prop¬ 
agated by a method called layering. 

Unlike cuttings, which have to sur¬ 
vive on their own, simple layering in¬ 
duces roots without actually cutting 
the shoots off the parent plant. 

And because the shoots have a 
source of food and water from the 
parent plant while they are forming 
roots, they have a good chance of sur¬ 
vival. 

Simple layering is best done in 
spring or autumn, when the plant is 
actively growing. 

Choose a branch that is no more 
than two seasons old, which is at 
ground level or can be bent to touch 
the soil. 

Dig the ground over where the 
branch is to connect with the soil, 
making a small hole where the stem 
will be positioned, adding a little 
compost and sharp sand to form a 
free-draining area to encourage root¬ 
ing. Strip the branch of leaves within 
15 cm on either side of where the stem 
is to touch the soil, to concentrate the 
plant’s energies on creating new 
roots, then cut a slit in the stem and 
push the damaged stem into the hole, 
pegging it down with a forked stick or 
U-shaped piece of wire to hold it 
down, ensuring the wound is in di¬ 
rect contact with the soil. 


Peg the shoots upright, so they will 
grow upwards and be easier to lift later 
on. If you need to, stake the shoot be¬ 
yond the rooting stem so that it isn’t 
damaged by wind rock (when roots 
are loosened because of strong winds). 

Cover the stem with more compost 
and water in to settle the soil. 

It’s wise to put a large stone over 
the top, both to hold the layer in place 


and to conserve moisture. It may take 
the layer up to two years to root, but 
when it does it can be detached and 
replanted. 

Other shrubs suitable for layering 
include magnolia, syringa, forsythia 
and viburnum. Upright plants whose 
branches won’t easily connect with 
the soil, such as witch hazel, acer and 
jasmine may be more suited to air lay¬ 


ering, a technique whereby the com¬ 
post is taken to the layer rather than 
the other way round. 

Start by making a cut in the stem 
just below a leaf joint and passing 
vertically through it up the stem. 
Sprinkle hormone rooting powder on 
the cut, keeping it open with either a 
matchstick or a small amount of 
moist sphagnum moss. Wrap more 


moss around the joint and then wrap 
the whole thing in clear polythene, 
tying it top and bottom. After a while, 
roots will form and you should see 
them through the polythene. 

Once the shoot has rooted, detach it 
from the parent by cutting below the 
rooted section using secateurs, then 
pot up the detached plant in the nor¬ 
mal way. 
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3 YEARS' INSURANCE FROM AGE 18 


PEUGEOT 108 


NEW PEUGEOT 208 


4.9% APR 


0% APR 


PEUGEOT 2008 CROSSOVER 


4.9% APR 


REPRESENTATIVE* 


REPRESENTATIVE 
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\ FROM AGE 18 


WITH JUST ADD FUEL® NOW AVAILABLE FROM AGE 18 

Peugeot's innovative Just Add Fuel® package is now available to drivers aged 18 and over. With one fixed monthly payment, 
you can drive away a brand new Peugeot with all your major motoring costs included for 3 years. Insurance (for up to 3 drivers), 
servicing, warranty, road tax and roadside assistance are all included, so you really do Just Add Fuel. How simple is that? 



MOTION & EMOTION 


PEUGEOT 


ROBINS & DAY MAIDSTONE 

Mill Street, MAIDSTONE, ME15 6YD 01622 753 333 www.robinsandday-maidstone.co.uk 




n Official Fuel Consumption in MPG (l/100km) and CO 2 emissions (g/km) for the 108 Range are: Urban 52.3 - 56.5 (5.4 - 5.0), Extra Urban 74.3 - 78.5 (3.8 - 3.6), Combined 65.7 - 68.9 (4.3 - 4.1) and CO 2 99 - 95 (g/ 
JJ km). For the New 208 Range are: Urban 40.4 - 78.5 (7.0 - 3.6), Extra Urban 61.4 - 104.6 (4.6 - 2.7), Combined 52.3 - 94.2 (5.4 - 3.0) and CO 2 125- 79 (g/km). For the 2008 Crossover Range are: Urban 47.1 - 65.7 
(6.0 - 4.3), Extra Urban 65.7 - 85.6 (4.3 - 3.3), Combined 57.6 - 76.3 (4.9 - 3.7) and CO 2 1 14 - 96 (g/km. MPG figures are achieved under official EU test conditions, intended asaguidefor comparative purposes only and may not reflect actual on-the-road driving conditions, Termsand conditions 
apply, participating dealers only or visit peugeot.co.uk Robins & Day is acting as a credit broker and is not a lender. A Representative4.9%APRon the 108 and 2008 Crossover over 37 months. “Representative 0% APR on the New 208 over 37 months, Excludes New 208 GTi models, To finance your purchase, we will introduce you to Peugeot 
Financial Services, provider of Peugeot's innovative finance package - Just Add Fuel®. A guarantee may be required. Finance provided by and written quotations available from PSA Finance UKltdt/a Peugeot Financial Services, Quadrant House, Princess Way, Redhill, RH1 1QA. +The first years Road Fund Licence (RFL) is included in the price of 
the car. The Dealer will provide customers with a cheque equivalentto twice the current RFL costs, except for the Peugeot 108 where Vehicle tax is charged at a rate of £0 as it fa Lis within vehicle tax band A. The customer must apply for years 2 &3 RFL. Just Add Fuel® is subjectto status. *Minimum age 18, maximum age 75. Drivers are required 
to install the Telematics Box & consent to Data capture & transmission to qualify for insurance. All drivers must hold a full UK licence & meet eligibility criteria including Limits on driving convictions & claims. Insurance subject to cancellation if you receive four warnings for poor driving. Excesses apply. 3 years motor insurance is 
provided and underwritten by U K Insurance Limited which is authorised by the Prudential Regulation Authority and regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority and the Prudential Regulation Authority. Payments will vary according to age, post code and annual mileage. Customer deposit may be required. The costs of insurance, servicing and 
Roadside Assistance are included within the monthly cost of Just Add Fuel® Passport but are provided on a monthly pay-as-you-go basis and can be cancelled at any time without penalty or affecting the remainder of the Just Add Fuel® Passport contract, Excess mileage charges may appLy, Routine servicing included only. Excludes wear parts. 
All offers available on qualifying vehicles ordered and registered between 01/03/16 and 31/03/16 or until such time as they may be withdrawn by Peugeot at its complete discretion. Calls maybe recorded for training purposes. Calls charged at local rate. All information correct at time of going to press. Visit peugeot.co.ukforfull product details. 
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mydate24 


YOUR regional dating service, run by the 
dating experts who have been established 
since 1990. REAL people in YOUR region 


Place your advert call: 

0844 381 5289 

and follow the simple instructions 

To Place your ad 
by text 

Simply text REG followed by 
your first name, date of birth, 
area and your advert (max 155 
characters) and send to 80098 
FREE Standard Network rates apply. 


To Reply to members 
from your landline call: 

0906 515 7112 

calls cost £1.55 per min plus your 
phone company’s access charge. 

Have the adverts 6-digit box no 
written down and do key-it-in 
promptly when asked. Don't forget 
to leave contact details for replies. 


Or Text... reply 2 (leave space) 

box number (leave space) and then enter your 
message & send to 80098 eg: REPLY2 123456 
hi get in touch... then send to 80098 
Successfully received messages cost £1.50 per 
message (Max 160 characters). You must 
exchange 7 messages each before you can 
swap contact details. Messages may be moder¬ 
ated for your safety and security. 


Date ONLINE 

YOU can now 
date online or 
via your mobile 

Simply VISIT 
us at: 


Dates in YOUR regio 


Been left a message? 
Pickup your replies: 

0906 515 7114 

calls cost £1.55 per min plus your 
phone company’s access charge. 


'HE biggest UK on-line database of 17 million UK REAI users waiting to meet 


www.bbjournal24.mydate24.co.uk 


visit, . www.bbjournal24.mydate24.co.uk 


Women Seeking 


REMEMBER: Calls cost 
£1.55 per minute plus your 
phone company's access 
charge. Texts cost £1.50 per 
message received. 


KIND, caring lady of African 
origin, living in UK for past 20 
years, looking for a gentleman 
who is kind and caring, must 
have a GSOH. Tel No: 0906 
515 7112 Box No: 421041 
JANE, young 41, very 
broadminded seeks chap any 
age for discreet no strings fun, 
any age, no time wasters ACA. 
Tel: No: 0906 515 3011 Box: 
409715 

ANGELA, 53, African origin, 
looking for a kind, genuine, 
caring gentleman, 60 years +. 

Tel No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: 
421039 

LUCY first time advertiser, 
32yrs, tall slim blonde airline 
worker, seeks discreet gent, any 
status for casual fling. Looks/age 
unimportant. Tel: 0906 515 3027 
Box:420237 

DANCE partner 65-75 sought by 
Maureen, Thanet based lady, 
slim, brown hair, green eyes, 
seeking dancing, fun and 
friendship Tel No: 0906 515 
7112 Box No: 420231 
ESSEX lady, mid 60^ 

adaptable, seeking nice male, 
likes most things. Tel No: 0906 
515 7112 Box No: 418537 
DANCE partner, 70-75, sought 
by lady in Tunbridge Wells area. 
Tel No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: 
421071 

KATIE 35yrs, slender well 
educated brunette seeks no 
strings mutual pleasure with 
gent 40+ Must be discreet, 
married or single. ACA. Tel: 
0906 515 3003 Box 419673 
GENUINE single female 49, 
seeking good-natured, 

intelligent, polite, single male for 
friendship/relationship. Text 
only to Mailbox: 4198603 
SUE, 38yrs, passionate, 
broadminded and feisty seeks 
discreet fun with 'Mr Wrong' Tel: 
0906 515 3035 Box 413007 



1 MONTHS MEMBERSHIP to our online dating service for just £10 

SIGN UP between 7th - 20th when registering online! 

March end enter the code: itlMIHell 1 ! See weWie tor ami * condWonj. 


KIND lady, 50s, been broken 
hearted, seeks kind, genuine 
man for caring relationship. Tel 

No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: 
419889 0 

PAULINE, passionate, 

intelligent, discreet lady seeks 
discreet special man of any age, 
call for more info. Tel No: 0906 
515 3028 Box 339087 
PAT, slim, single, 68, non- 
smoker, GSOH, likes going for 
walks etc, seeks male, slim, 
single, 66-70, non-smoker, 
clean-shaven, GSOH, with 
similar interests. Canterbury 
area. Tel No: 0906 515 7112 
Box No: 419081 
KAREN, blue eyed blonde, size 
14 with a large bust, 46yrs. 
Give me a call for some discreet 
chats. Text only Box: 4053061 
SOPHIA young 40yrs, married 
but bored, seeks discreet adult 
fun, any area, all calls answered. 
Tel: 0906 515 3019 Box: 
413399 

SINGLE slim female, 68, n/s, 
GSOH, likes cooking, walking 
etc, seeks male, single, slim 65- 
70, n/s, with similar interests. Tel 

No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: 
420091 

KAREN, 42yrs, attractive and 
broadminded, seeks no strings 
fun with chap any age, must be 
discreet. Tel: 0906 515 3039 
Box:407953 

SLIM female GSOH, 5'3, Likes 
walking, pub lunches, days out, 
looking for soul mate, smart 
appearance, similar interests 
N/S GSOH, easy going. Text 
only to Mailbox no: 4762600 
I’M Chloe, 33yrs old, sensual 
blonde lady with fabulous figure, 
workaholic, seeking new circle of 
men for casual fun. 
Looks/age/status unimportant 
must be fun and openminded. 
Tel: 0906 515 3043 Box 420261 


RACHEL late 40s, blonde, blue 
eyes and very voluptuous. Looking 
for a kind, caring honest man. Tel 

No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: 
418741 | 

AMANDA, 36, tall, slim, busty 
brunette seeks man, any age, any 
area, for discreet daytime fun. Tel 

No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: 
418117 

HELEN, widow 58, medium build, 
5ft 4ins, blonde, GSOH, likes a 
chat, days out, looking to start 
again with someone of similar age. 

Tel No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: 
376243 0 

FEMALE, 59^ GSOH, many 

interests, seeks caring male for fun 
friendship maybe more, genuine 
calls only. Text only to Mailbox 
No:4819793 

GORGEOUS flower. Ashford Kent” 

51, larger lady, large personality, 
easy going, seeks male who likes 
dogs, animals for relationship. Tel 

No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: 
417435 0 

MARION, early 70s, young at 
heart, GSOH, active, likes walking, 
gardening, meals out, travel, 
theatre and animals, looking for 
male friendship to share interests. , 
Tel No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: 
419657 0 

SALLY ANN. care worker for the 
elderly so loves older men. Im 
only 29yrs but very mature. Text 
only Box: 4145714 
CHANTELLE, 5ft3 "Tight 

brown/blonde hair, blue eyes, like 
nights in/out, walks, animals, 
romance seeks honest guy. 
Littlehampton. Text only to 
Mailbox no: 4923883 
MARIE, very lonely middle-aged 
woman, looking for a kind hearted 
older man, late 70s/early 80s for 
friendship/companionship. Tel No: 
0906 515 7112 Box No: 418955 0 


ATTRACTIVE lady early 50's, 
petite, Scandinavian blonde 
professional, WLTM professional, 
caring gent, 50-60's for attention 
and future together. Tel No: 0906 
515 7112 Box No: 416569 
DEBORAH 41, intelligent brunette, 
lovely brown eyes, discreet, many 
interests, seeks similar male to 
share fun and good conversation. 
Tel No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: 
416515 0 

NICE female looking for decent 
genuine male for friendship to start 
out with. Text only to Mailbox No: 
4710874 

BLONDE female, 5ft lins, size 12, 
likes meals out, drinks, nights in, 
walks, seeks male. Tel No: 0906 
515 7112 Box No: 409025 0 
JAN 63, young at heart, petite, 5ft 
2ins, brown hair, blue eyes, GSOH, 
likes cooking, countryside, travel, 
days out, seeks easy going male, 
60-70. Tel No: 0906 515 7112 Box 
No:416349 0 


MAY sexy black African female, 38, 
hardworking, seeks generous 
friendly male for mutual rewarding 
friendship. Tel No: 0906 515 7112 
Box No: 416211 0 
ALISON 39, petite with long brown 
hair, hazel eyes, very loving, 
seeking similar male for an 
uncomplicated relationship. Tel 
No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: 
416517 0 



SIX 

foot guy, 
mature, 

looking for 
someone special 
to spend some 
quality time with. Please 
leave me a message I 
would love to hear from you! 

Tel No: 0906 515 7112 Box 
No: 420163 0 

BROWN eyed white mature, 
handsome male, seeking black 
female, 18-50 for discreet no 
strings adult fun. Tel No: 0906 
515 7112 Box No: 410377 0 


FEMALE seeking male for adult 
fun. Tel No: 0906 515 7112 Box 
No: 413809 0 

RACHEL attractive, blue eyes, 
blonde, voluptuous, seeking kind, 
honest, generous kind male. Tel 

No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: 
418403 0 

JAN 63, young at heart, petite, 5ft 
2ins, brown hair, blue eyes, GSOH, 
likes cooking, countryside, travel, 
days out, seeks easy going male, 
60-70. Tel No: 0906 515 7112 Box 
No: 416349 0 


Men Seeking 

mydate24] 


REMEMBER: Calls cost £1.55 
per minute plus your phone 
company's access charge. 
Texts cost £1.50 per message 
received. 


REMEMBER: Calls cost £1.55 
per minute plus your phone 
company's access charge. 
Texts cost £1.50 per message 
received. 



'MOBILE LOVE MATCH 


WHY SIT ALONE THINKING UTO IF?" 
WHEN YOU COULD BE TEXTHG PEOPLE LIKE YOU 
IN YOUR AREA WHO ARE WAITING FOR YOUR MSG! 



JOIN OUR NEW MATCHMAKER SERVICE NOW! 


TEXT 


MATCHIXU89990 
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CUSTOMER SUPPORT 

Call 0207 720 7130 Monday - Friday 10am - 4pm 
or email us at support@jmediauk.co.uk 


SUSIE fit, friendly, looking for 
someone to love and look after me, 
preferably, older, N/S male with 
own car. Tel No: 0906 515 7112 
Box No: 392537 

HAPPY young looking lady, 62, 
likes socialising, conversation, 
seeking nice man to share good 
times with. Tel No: 0906 515 7112 
Box No: 407383 

KATIE, 5ft 5, slim dark hair, very 
attractive female, likes most things 
in life and a good laugh, looking for 
a similar male. Text only to 
Mailbox No: 4722127 
FEMALE easy going, kind, loving, 
genuine, romantic, car boots, 
gardening, seeking male with 
GSOH. Tel No: 0906 515 7112 
Box No: 417603 0 
PAT, 68, young at heart, slim, 
proud 4' 11" GSOH, N/S, likes 
walking etc Whistable area, seeks 
similar slim easy going male 60-70. 
Tel No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: 
419081 


MALE, 54, looking for discreet lady, 
60-70, for adult fun and a special 
friendship. Tel No: 0906 515 7112 
Box No: 421085 

BARRY, 50, 6ft, well-built, seeks 
lovely lady for good times, loving 
and enjoying life. Tel No: 0906 
515 7112 Box No: 421047 0 
DAVE 64 solvent, working, not bad 
looking, would like to meet slim, fun 
to be with female, 50 to 60, to get to 
know. Chelmsford area. Text only 
to Mailbox: 4368820 
45 year old male, looking for a 
happy intelligent friendly female for 
company and evenings in or out, 
looks or race unimportant. Text 
only to Mailbox no: 5063649 
MALE, 6ft, slim, 67, divorced, 
retired, likes social drinks, meals 
out, nights in and all other, WLTM 
lady with similar interests. Tel No: 
0906 515 7112 Box No: 421351 0 
MATURE cross dressing guy, 
seeking lady willing to apply a full 
make over and give a manicure 
and pedicure. Tel No: 0906 515 
7112 Box No: 421341 
KEN 61,6ft, slim, likes socialising, 
drinking, animals, countryside, 
seaside, meals out, seeks similar 
lady. Tel No: 0906 515 7112 Box 
No:333017 

SHY male seeks confident, strong 
willed lady, to take the lead for 
mutual fun, looks/age unimportant. 

ACA Tel No: 0906 515 7112 Box 
No:421223 

MALE, 50, 6ft 4ins, well builL 
divorced gent, looking to date calm 
and kind lovely lady. Tel No: 0906 
515 7112 Box No: 421195 0 


PROFESSIONAL gentleman, just 
retired, own house, likes holidays, 
reading, cinema, WLTM similar 
professional lady. Tel No: 0906 515 
7112 Box No: 420767 
MALE, 60, medium build, gosh, 
seeks attractive female, under 50, 
for no strings, discreet, daytime 
fun. Tel No: 0906 515 7112 Box 
No:420621 0 


ATTRACTIVE white gent, 48, 
56ft, romantic, easy going, 
GSOH, seeking young lady, 60- 
75 for quality discreet fun times. 

Tel No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: 
410025 


REMEMBER: Calls cost £1.55 
per minute plus your phone 
company's access charge. 
Texts cost £1.50 per message 
received. 


PAUL 52, seeks loving female for 
exciting times, meals out, 
weekends away, cosy nights in. 

Tel No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: 
418077 0 

GARETH handsome 40's pilot, 
strong tall build, seeks daytime 
discreet passion with lady 30-65. 

Tel No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: 
414421 0 

MALE 56, likes good 
conversation, seeks older lady for 
discreet friendly fun, 50 plus. Tel 

No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: 
419201 0 

YOUNG 60yr old male, knows 
how to treat a lady, seeking 
special lady to spoil for LTR. Tel 

No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: 
417909 0 

MICK 50, seeks attractive female 
for nice times out, genuine calls 
only. Tel No: 0906 515 7112 Box 
No:417691 


PAUL 

GSOH, 

5ft 8ins, 
medium 
build, 
seeking 
Miss 

Right for 
LTR to put the 
spark back into life. Tel 

No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: 
391970 

PAUL 48, 5ft 8ins, GSOH, likes 
music, cinema, seeks female for 
fun, friendship and LTR. 
Tunbridge Wells. Tel No: 0906 
515 7112 Box No: 371985 
MALE 51, 5ft 8ins, N/S, GSOH, 
easygoing, seeks slim female, 
18-45 for friendship, maybe 
more. Tel No: 0906 515 7112 
Box No: 338269 
PROFESSIONAL, romantic 
male, 44, likes meals out, 
cinema, music, holidays, seeks 
female, 30-55 for LTR. Tel No: 
0906 515 7112 Box No: 250195 



CLINT, 37, kind, caring, honest and 
WLTM someone of any age who is 
similar and looking for a 
relationship. Tel No: 0906 515 
7112 Box No: 419951 0 
HEALTHY 61 yr old male, N/S, 
medium build, likes France, 
cooking, gardening, seeks female, 
50-60 for LTR. Tel No: 0906 515 
7112 Box No: 286360 
MALE 50, GSOH, looking for soul 
mate. Tel No: 0906 515 7112 Box 
No:387485 0 

TREVOR, late 60s, easy-going, 
GSOH, Piscean, retired property 
developer, divorced, enjoys travel, 
sun, sea and sailing, WLTM 
someone with similar interests. 
Tel No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: 
421029 0 

MALE 38, good-looking, GSOH, 
seeks lady, 35-55 for laughter and 
lots of fun. Kent/Sussex. Tel No: 
0906 515 7112 Box No: 369301 
CALM, kind and good company, 
male seeking a lovely lady for good 
times and fun and loving. Tel No: 
0906 515 7112 Box No: 419733 0 
MATTHEW, five foot eleven, 
looking for a mature lady for 
discreet friendship and a few 
laughs. Dartford area. Tel No: 
0906 515 7112 Box No: 419469 0 


PAUL 49 5ft 8ins likes 
eating/nights in/out seeks loving 
female for LTR. Tel No: 0906 515 
7112 Box No: 404013 
NEVILLE 5ft 6ins, Caribbean, 
likes wine, nights in, seeks 
female to spend the rest of his life 
with. Tel No: 0906 515 7112 Box 
No:333911 

DAVE 46, seeks active female for 
walking, climbing and outdoor 
fun. Days out and evenings in. 
Friendly and GSOH. Text only to 
Mailbox no: 5338933 
PROFESSIONAL gentleman, 
just retired, own house, loves 
holidays, WLTM a lady for meals 
out, and to enjoy each others 
company. Tel No: 0906 515 7112 
Box No: 419751 
SIX foot guy, mature, looking for 
someone special to spend some 
quality time with. Please leave 
me a message I would love to 
hear from you! Tel No: 0906 515 
7112 Box No: 420163 0 
HUBERT, lives in Rochester, 
single, lonely, looking for 
someone to get together with and 
make something happen and 
enjoy the rest of life with! Tel No: 
0906 515 7112 Box No: 

420049 0 
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MALE 47, builder, seeks lady for 
companionship and closeness, 
age and looks unimportant. Text 
only to Mailbox no: 4924811 
JOHN, 47, six foot two, well-built, 
handsome, non-smoker, 

intelligent and funny, doesn't take 
himself too seriously, easy to get 
along with, seeks attractive 
female, any age, for discreet, 
adventurous, any time fun. Tel 
No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: 
419461 0 

RICHARD 59 from East Kent. 
WLTM genuine female 50 plus 
for friendship! Text only to 
Mailbox No: 4448765 
ROCKABILLY guy, seeks rock 
chick, 25-50 who likes 50's rock 
music and bands. Tel No: 0906 
515 7112 Box No: 284750 
WHITE Knight 59 5'10 tall, 
OHAC, in shining armour, looking 
for Damsel in Distress of similar 
age to share fun & laughter. Text 
only to Mailbox no: 5073004 
50YR old divorced white male, 
passionate, strong, seeking 
caring lady for romantic, loving 
relationship. Tel No: 0906 515 
7112 Box No: 418641 


NICE 

looking 
genuine man 
would like to 
meet nice lady any 
age for company, 
outings with GSOH. Text 
only to Mailbox no: 4922399 
MALE 56 yrs, GSOH, n/s, would 
like to meet a lady to have happy 
times, lots of love to give, to enjoy 
good times in and out. Text only to 
Mailbox No: 4181244 
ANDREW, 63, likes animals, 
walking, boot fares, shopping, 
looking for someone similar living 
in the Maidstone/Kent area, for 
possible LTR. Tel No: 0906 515 
7112 Box No: 419203 0 

Gay 

Seeking 


REMEMBER: Calls cost £1.55 
per minute plus your phone 
company's access charge. 
Texts cost £1.50 per message 
received. 


SUBMISSIVE bi male, clean and 
shaven, looking for similar male, 
n/s, for adult fun, can 
accommodate. Tel No: 0906 515 
7112 Box No: 420413 0 
SENIOR bi male, 70s, n/s, clean¬ 
shaven, living in the Maidstone 
area, seeking similar bi male, aged 
50-60, in the Maidstone area, for 
myself to give service to. Tel No: 
0906 515 7112 Box No: 420219 
MATURE guy, loves CD, seeks 
similar friend for mutual fun, can 
accommodate. Tel No: 0906 515 
7112 Box No: 421093 
MALE likes CD, seeking similar 
male for relationship. Tel No: 0906 
515 7112 Box No: 418513 0 
BI guy heavy build, WLTM 
assertive adventurous white or 
Indian guy for mutual pleasure. 
Text only to Mailbox no: 4321273 

Follow us 

on 

I. 


CALL CHARGES*: DATING 18+ and have the bill payer's permission. 0844 calls cost 7 pence per min, 090 calls cost £1.55 per min, plus your phone company’s access charge. Calls are recorded and may appear on your bill. TEXT*: Text alerts are charged 
at £1.50 per week. To unsubscribe to text alerts, text DATING STOP to 63333. To cancel free match alerts, text STOP to 07781474042. For full T&Cs go to www.localdates-terms.co.uk/. REPLY BY TEXT*: 80098/89990 costs £1.50 per SMS received (max 150 
characters). Guaranteed up to 4 messages for each message you send, Service only available where phone icon shown. Messages are moderated. Minimum 7 messages must be sent before contact details can be exchanged. This service is not computer gen¬ 
erated. All messages are responded to by real service users. No meetings can be guaranteed. If arranging a meeting be sure to choose a public space and do not give personal details to people you have not met. To STOP text stop to 80098/89990. Sen/ice 
provided by No Goats Ltd. Help: 0207 720 7130. ALL SERVICES*: By texting any shortcode you consent to the owner of that shortcode sending you the occasional marketing message. To opt out of receiving these send NO INFO to 80098. DATA PROTEC¬ 
TION: Service provided by JMedia UK Ltd, SW4 7BX, 0207 720 7130. We will collect the details you provide and may send you details of other services and events operated by us. We may pass your details onto this newspaper for marketing or PhonePayPlus 
for regulatory purposes. Advertisers may come from our national database and from our pdc app. w/c 07/03/16 
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CHANCELLOR: George Osborne will present his budget on Wednesday 


By Chris Murphy 

editorial@kosmedia.co.uk 


BUSINESS leaders in the county are 
urging the chancellor to put them at 
the forefront of his spring budget 
statement on Wednesday. 

A combination of the introduction 
of the National Living Wage next 
month, pension auto-enrolment and 
changes to the tax treatment of divi¬ 
dends are putting the squeeze on al¬ 
ready tight margins, our SMEs say. 

Jo James, the chief executive of the 
Kent Invicta Chamber of Commerce, 
said: “Now is the time to be bold and 
make a commitment to no new up¬ 
front business taxes or taxes on entre¬ 
preneurial aspiration for the remain¬ 
der of the parliament, matching the 
pledge made on income tax, national 
insurance contributions and VAT dur¬ 
ing the general election campaign. 

“Taxes on employment, premises, 
and overheads are sapping business in¬ 
vestment and growth potential. Un¬ 
checked, they will act as a drag anchor 
on their future productivity. This is not 
in the interests of individual firms or the 


government’s own productivity plan 
and in order to create an environment 
where companies can thrive, both input 
and output taxes have to be contained.” 

She added something should also 
be done when it comes to tax collec¬ 
tion: “We call on ministers to require 


HMRC to abandon the target-driven 
enforcement campaigns that scare 
and trip up well-meaning companies. 

“HMRC’s limited resources should 
be spent on greater support for 
businesses, reducing the burden of 
compliance, and improving the 


Gip OU _ 

processes for collecting tax. 

“Companies now routinely cite tax 
administration and compliance - 
rather than regulation - as their prin¬ 
cipal complaint regarding interaction 
with government. HMRC’s perform¬ 
ance on its £400m tax administration 
reduction target should be exposed to 
stronger business scrutiny, to ensure 
positive real-world impact.” 

Policy director for the Federation of 
Small Businesses (FSB), Mike Cherry, 
added: “In the face of a number of 
emerging global and domestic pres¬ 
sures, small businesses are looking to 
the chancellor to back them through 
what are set to be challenging times 
ahead. Many are struggling to get to 
grips with the cumulative impact of a 
series of new tax and regulatory chang¬ 
es that are due to hit their business. 

“In this climate, it’s crucial the 
chancellor uses the budget to reas¬ 
sure small firms and boost their con¬ 
fidence so that they invest, create jobs 
and drive economic growth. 

“This means no new major challeng¬ 
es that drive up costs and burdens. In 
addition, he must deliver on his prom¬ 
ises to overhaul the business rates re¬ 
gime and simplify the tax system.” 


Budget analysis 

TONBRIDGE MP Tom Tu- 
gendhat will share the stage with 
accountant Terry Baldwin to 
provide expert analysis of the 
budget at Kings Hill on March 
29. To attend the free event email 
marketing@capitalspace .co .uk. 


Creditor warning 

AUDITORS Crowe Clark Whitehall 
are urging businesses to keep an 
even closer eye on their creditors 
after the CBI forecast a reduction 
in the UK’s growth. 

The Tunbridge Wells and 
Maidstone firm said many firms 
were slowing payments as a result. 


Minister's visit 

BUSINESS secretary Sajid Javid 
spoke about key issues during a 
visit to Maidstone recently. 

The MP was on a trip to 
Maidstone office hub The 
Business Terrace. 



University of 

Kent 


The University of Kent’s 


ICE SHOWCASE EVENT: 
INNOVATE FOR THE FUTURE 


Thursday 28 April 2016,12pm to 5pm 

Woolf College, Canterbury campus, University of Kent 


Please join us for an afternoon of Innovation, Creativity and Enterprise, with inspiring 
speakers, networking opportunities, presentation of the Innovation Awards and an Innovation 
Zone showcasing cutting-edge ideas from a range of academic schools. Businesses are 
welcome to attend this free event to learn more about cyber security, the Internet of Things, 
commercialisation and intellectual property. 


Limited tickets are available so please register for this free event by Thursday 21 April 2016 by 
emailing enterprise@kent.ac.uk or phone 01227 816032. 


www.kent.ac.uk/enterprise/events/ice2016.html 

@ICE_UniKent 



A great place to do 
business... 



THORLEYTAVERNG 

A •- STUNNING LOCATIONS -• 

www.thorleytaverns.co.uk/hotels.asp 

PEGWELL BAY HOTEL, RAMSGATE T: 01843 599590 
OAK HOTEL, RAMSGATE T: 01843 583686 
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CEO's award joy 

STEVE Ford, chief executive of 
the charity Parkinson’s UK, has 
been named charity leader of 
the year. 

Mr Ford, from Tonbridge, was 
presented with the honour at the 
Charity Staff and Volunteer 
Awards. 


Landlords gather 

LANDLORDS in west Kent can 
attend a free event at the Town 
Hall in Tunbridge Wells on 
Monday to share good practice. 

The event runs from 5pm-8pm 
with presentations from 5.45pm. 

Visitor centre win 


SHEPHERD Neame’s Visitor 
Centre in Faversham has been 
awarded a VisitEngland 
accolade for ‘best told story’. 

Apprentice boost 

HOMEBUILDER Redrow is to 
recruit 10 more apprentices in 
the county as part of a national 
drive to hire 100 this year. 


Bin Weekend's 


marKetina 



By Chris Britcher 

chris.britcher@archant.co.uk 


THE county’s tourism industry gets a 
super-strength shot in the arm this 
weekend as the Kent Big Weekend 
ticket giveaway sends thousands to 
attractions across the county. 

Organised by tourism champions 
Visit Kent - which looks to enhance 
the county’s £3.2 billion tourism in¬ 
dustry which supports more than 
64,000 jobs - the weekend of events 
works on a simple premise which 
continues to prove hugely popular. 

Attractions offer up free tickets, 
anyone who lives in Kent applies for 
them through a ballot, and then hope 
that visitor numbers are swelled 
throughout the remainder of the year 
through word of mouth and the reali¬ 
sation of the fun that can be had right 
here in the county. 

This year, its 10th anniversary, 
some 116 attractions donated more 
than 26,000 tickets. 

Timed at the start of the season - 
and close enough to Easter to fuel 
plenty of future travel plans - without 
an entry fee to pay, visitors are also a 
little more likely to open their wallets 
on the big margin goods like food, 
drink and merchandise. 

And that sends the cash tills ringing. 

A spokeswoman for Visit Kent ex¬ 



plained: “The popularity of 
the event grows year-on- 
year and there must be ben¬ 
efits for attractions as more 
and more want to turn up. 

“We haven’t got statistics 
for exactly how much is 
spent on the day, but cer¬ 
tainly if you’ve got free en¬ 
try the chances are you’ll be 
able to splash out for lunch. 

But we have lots of free at¬ 
tractions too who take part 
and offer concessions for re¬ 
freshment. They see the 
value in the event and the 
long-term benefits.” 

It is estimated around 
£52,000 in publicity across 
local media is generated by 
the event and the responses 
of those attended under¬ 
lines its mission; to get more 
people coming to the coun¬ 
ty and pumping money into 
the local economy. 

Attractions taking place 
this year include the county’s 
big hitters, such as Canter¬ 
bury Cathedral, Dover Cas¬ 
tle, Howletts Wild Animal 
Park and Port Lympne Re¬ 
serve, Hever Castle, Turner 
Contemporary, Leeds Castle, 
and the Historic Dockyard Chatham. 

As well as being marketed through 


ROAR: The county’s 
big animal parks are 
among the many taking 
part in a scheme which 
proves a huge financial 
boost for attractions the 
length and breadth of 
Kent. 


of Kent on Sunday), Visit 
Kent also showcases the 
attractions involved via 
its website, social media 
channels and selected 
marketing campaigns. 

All of which combines 
to provide a somewhat 
compelling proposition 
for attractions to waive 
entry fees. 

Those with tickets are 
being urged to also take 
to social media to fur¬ 
ther spread the message. 

The Kent Big Weekend 
runs across this weekend 
and is designed to coin¬ 
cide with English Tour¬ 
ism Week - organised by national um¬ 
brella organisation VisitEngland. 


the event’s media partners - which 
embraces all the county’s major pub¬ 
lishers (including Archant, publisher 
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POTENTIAL : The route to business success can start out with an apprenticeship 


se to tne 



with 


aDDrenticeshiD route 


By Chris Britcher 

chris.britcher@archant.co.uk 


GET ready to be bombarded with 
news and views on the merits of 
apprenticeships this week. 

National Apprenticeship 
Week kicks off on Monday and 
is the government’s annual 
high-profile promotional cam¬ 
paign to get more firms in¬ 
volved in hiring them - and 
youngsters switched on to the 
benefits of workplace learning. 

This year will see a particu¬ 
lar focus on higher skills to 
show how young people, 
entrepreneurs and businesses 
can ‘rise to the top’ through 
traineeships and apprentice¬ 
ships. 

And there are plenty of 
events taking place across the 
county raising awareness of 
how to get training. 

Housebuilder Redrow be¬ 
lieves it remains a compelling 
proposition for businesses big 


and small. 

It is pledging to hire 10 ap¬ 
prentices in the county as 
part of a 100-strong recruit¬ 
ment nationwide. 

HR director Karen Jones ex¬ 
plained: “Apprenticeships are 
a great way to learn new skills 
that will last a lifetime - skills 
that are in high demand in 
our industry. As we look to 
address the shortfall in the 
number of new homes being 
built, we must endeavour to 
create a skilled workforce to 
sustain the rate of construc¬ 
tion that is needed. Appren¬ 
ticeships play a vital role in 
that as the trainees of today 
are the site managers and 
contractors of tomorrow. 

“We’ve added to our range 
of trade apprenticeships so we 
now offer roles in plastering, 
painting and decorating, 
groundworks and customer 
care, in addition to carpentry, 
plumbing, electrics and brick¬ 
laying.” 


Sevenoaks-based housing 
association West Kent will be 
throwing open its doors for a 
Made by Apprentices event on 
Thursday at its headquarters. 

It will highlight the success 
of previous apprentices who 
have gone on to secure full¬ 
time employment within the 
organisation and those who 
are currently on its appren¬ 
ticeship programme. 

Leila Clack, 17, has been in¬ 
volved in inviting firms to 
come and join in the event 
which runs from 2-4pm. 

She explained: “The event 
will firms an opportunity to 
meet West Kent’s apprentices, 
their line managers and with 
apprentices who have now 
qualified. 

“They will have the chance 
to talk to them about being an 
apprentice and find out more 
about employing apprentices.” 
■ National Apprenticeship 
Week runs this week from 
Monday to Friday. 


Staff pocket £145m in partnership bonus 


STAFF at John Lewis and Wait- 
rose stores across Kent learned 
this week they will receive a 10 
per cent bonus - a figure which 
has dropped from 17 per cent 
just three years ago. 

All staff at the John Lewis 

Capita IT deal 

CAPITA Managed IT 
Solutions has landed a 
£330,000 three-year 
contract to provide IT 
services to the Charles 
Dickens School in 
Broadstairs. 


Partnership are part owners 
in the business and therefore 
receive a pay-out if trading 
has been successful. 

It was 17 per cent in 2013, 
15 per cent in 2014 and 11 
per cent last year. 


Osprey at outlet 

LUXURY leather goods 
brand Osprey London is to 
open a 1,500 sq metre store 
at the McArthurGlen 
Designer Outlet in Ashford. 

It will create eight jobs 
when it opens this month. 


The bonus of £145m will be 
applied to 91,500 staff. 

The firm reported pre-tax 
profits before exceptional 
items of £305.5 million for the 
year up to January 30 - down 
from £342.7m last year. 


Poundlandopen 

DISCOUNT retailer 
Poundland has opened a 
new store in College Walk, 
Margate. 

The store is the first in 
the area and follows the 
merger with 99p Stores. 



Whitehead Monckton Limited (no. 08366029), registered in England & Wales. 
Registered office 72 King Street, Maidstone, Kent, ME14 1BL. Authorised and 
regulated by the Solicitors Regulation Authority under no. 608279. 


The breakdown of any relationship can be very distressing. Whitehead 
Monckton family lawyers can help you through this stressful and painful time. 

We offer sensitive, constructive and cost effective legal advice. All our lawyers 
are experienced members of Resolution, committed to a non-confrontational 
approach to resolving family problems. 

An initial fixed cost meeting for just £100 (inc VAT) with one of our lawyers 
can help you see your way forward and understand your legal position 
and options. 

Our offices are in the centre of Canterbury, Maidstone and Tenterden so, if 
you want to take that first step to finding out your options simply visit our 
website at: 


www.whitehead-monckton.co.uk 
Canterbury 01227 643266 
Maidstone 01622 698051 
Tenterden 01580 767540 


Whitehead fc* 
Mondkton 


the Kent law firm 


Relationship at 
breaking point? 
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Send us your views. 

Write to: Kent House, 

81 Station Road, Ashford, 
TN23 1PP 

Email: 

editorial@kosmedia.co.uk 

Twitter: 

@kosmedia 


Time for unitary 
debate is now 


I WAS pleased that you produced a 
detailed report on the prospect of 
our present two tier system of local 
government being replaced by 
unitary authorities that provide all 
local services. 

Reform of the system in Kent has 
been a key feature of Labour’s 
manifesto in the last three rounds 
of county council elections, in 
2005,2009 and 2013. 

Urgency about reforming the 
system is intensified by the crisis in 
funding. We would all hope that a 
more simplified system would save 
on administration and divert 
resources to services, such as care 
in the community. 

In the Kent Labour group, we 
have always thought there were 
other profound reasons to modern¬ 
ise the structure. 

The fact is that for many council 
taxpayers the dividing of services 
between district and county 
councils is confusing and makes 
accountability more difficult to 
understand. It is not always clear 
where our council tax has gone 
and who should be held responsible 
for shortcomings. Many local 
people, for example, demand that 
their district council should repair 
potholes, when it is KCC’s responsi¬ 
bility to do so. 

As far as we are concerned in the 
Labour Party, Kent County Council 
is not large enough to be a strategic 
authority with responsibility for 
economic growth and for transport 
infrastructure, but it is too large for 
day to day operational management. 
That is why important services are 
administered at an area level. 

At the same time, district 
councils are forced to create area 
partnerships to deliver their 
services, areas that fit neatly with 
the sub regional parts of the KCC. 

It is time to bring these together. 
In the past, Kent Labour has called 
for four councils in Kent but there 
is plainly room for flexibility. What 
we would not agree with is a single 
authority for the whole of Kent, or 
for the continuation of the current 
outdated and wasteful structure. 

Gordon Cowan, 
Labour group leader, 
Kent County Council 

‘Who would live 
in place like this?’ 

IN ANSWER to Jason Turner (KoS 
letters, last week), just where are 
these jobs going to come from [for 
the proposed development at 
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Leave KCC alone, 
it’s right for the job 


I HAVE been angered by the way 
in which the issue of unitary 
authorities has been re-ignited 
(KoS, last week). 

The fact is that Kent County 
Council is the right size to conduct 
the functions for which it is 
responsible (for example, smaller 
local education authorities would 
create even more problems 
whenever there is a shortage of 
school spaces in a particular area). 

And it would be a disaster to 
replace, for example, Sevenoaks 
District Council with a unitary 
authority that would also replace 
Tonbridge and Mailing Borough 
Council and Tunbridge Wells 
Borough Council, as was proposed 
when reorganisation of this kind 
was on the agenda a few years ago. 

The 1974 local government 
reorganisation was bad enough as 
it resulted in councillors from 
places like Hartley (with no 
knowledge of Sevenoaks) 
deliberating on matters affecting 
Sevenoaks. 

Manston Airport]? 

Are companies scrabbling for 
units here in Thanet? No. We’ve got 
hundreds of units empty or moving 
nearer Essex and Southend Airport. 

We don’t need homes for 
newcomers, no professional job 
seekers would contemplate moving 
here, no airport, no incentives, no 
school places, hospitals bulging 
from immigrant influx. What 
planet are you on? 

A RiverOak development consent 
order or Thanet District Council 
compulsory purchase of the 
Manston site is our only shot at 
getting Thanet back on track and 


The unitary authority would be 
far worse as councillors from the 
far end of Tunbridge Wells 
Borough - Hawkhurst, Sandhurst 
and Newenden - would be making 
decisions about Sevenoaks. That 
sort of remoteness must not be 
allowed to happen. The whole 
thing has usually been connected 
with moves towards regional 
government, a totally unnecessary 
extra tier, with half-truths being 
used to promote it. 

For example, councils with 
unitary status within 
metropolitan counties, where the 
county has remained the legal 
county have routinely been 
confused with the Alison Walsh 
unitary authorities (such as 
Medway) where the unitary 
authority itself has become the 
legal county. 

Please leave local government 
as it is. 

John Humphrey 

Sevenoaks 


Manston Airport rebuilt as a viable 
UK commercial and cargo hub. 

Pauline Hayfield, 

Margate 

Sandys speaks 
good sense 

LAURA Sandys is spot on in her 
analysis of the case being put by 
the EU quitters (KoS, last week). 

It is incoherent, muddled and 
veers wildly from the extremes of 
free market capitalism to the 


extremes of authoritarian socialism. 

The leaders of the quitters spend all 
their time attacking the campaign to 
remain in the EU and are happy to 
fabricate and distort, though seem 
determined to keep their recipe for a 
Britain out of Europe a secret. Hot air 
and vagueness is no way to decide a 
critically important matter. 

A brilliant example of fabrication 
and distortion from the quitters can 
be seen in today’s media. Boris 
Johnson says that the chief executive 
of the British Chamber of Commerce, 
who said the UK would do well out of 
Europe, “has been suspended and 
gagged because of his views”. This is 
simply untrue. He was suspended 
because the organisation that pays 
his wages had decided some time ago 
to remain neutral in the EU debate. 

The chief executive has been 
suspended because he publicly 
defied the policy of neutrality his 
bosses had decided on, not for what 
he said. Shakespeare, as always, 
provides us with an appropriate 
quote that sums up Boris. “Vault¬ 
ing ambition that o’erleaps itself.” 

Martin Roche, 
Canterbury 

We should lead 
from inside EU 


LAURA Sandys mentions ‘vision’ 
several times in her thoughtful article 
about Britain’s place in Europe. 

She gives us none of the tired ‘I’ll 
take my ball and go home if you won’t 
play my way’ approach to the central 
point of the choice on June 23 which 
is about our long-term destiny. 

Of course, the UK could exist 
comfortably as a substantial 
off-shore island, within its 
protective borders, its own 
regulations, and its careful trade 
deals with markets far and wide. 

Alternatively Britain could use 
its economic, cultural and political 
muscle to play a leading part in the 
European club of nations with their 
shared vision of common purpose 
and destiny in an uncertain world. 

Dr Brian Beeley, 
Tunbridge Wells 

Remaining in 
EU is nonsense 


IF WE stay in the EU we shall see 
our democratic system of govern¬ 
ment replaced by one based on 
bureaucratic fiat and that will be 
disastrous for all Britons, regard¬ 
less of the county in which they 
reside. 

Colin Bullen, 

Tonbridge 


Please include your name and 
address, although these will be 
withheld in exceptional 
circumstances, and a daytime 
phone number for verification 
(this will not be published). We 
reserve the right to edit all letters. 


KOS 10 GUIDING PRINCIPLES 


AS part of our commitment to providing the 
best service to you, we have produced our 10 
guiding principles 
Kent on Sunday will: 

1) Be available in every postcode in Kent. 

2 ) Be fair, accurate and balanced. 

3 ) Be written in clear, concise English. 


4 ) Not be overly sensational. 

5 ) Have a sense of humour. 

6) Have an easily understood division 
between news, comment and advertising. 

7 ) Seek to celebrate as well as constructively 
criticise. 

8) Highlight topical issues of concern to 


people living in the county. 

9 ) Spotlight individual cases which raise 
broader concerns. 

10 ) Champion causes that it feels are 
important to the well-being of the county and 
its people. 

We hope you enjoy Kent on Sunday. 
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Scotney Castle 

by Val Butcher, 
Hothfield 

WIN GREAT TICKETS 
EVERY MONTH! 

IN February, March, April, May 
and June, if your picture appears 
on this page, you’ll be included in 
a monthly draw to win a pair of 
tickets to the Leeds Castle 
Classical Concert - one of the 
highlights of the year and which 
takes place on July 9. 

So send us your photographs 
today to be in with a chance! 

LEEDS CASTLE 

CLASSICAL 

CONCERT 

SUMMER 2016 

www.leedscastleconcert.co.uk 

To see your photograph printed, 
email editorial@kosmedia. 
co.uk, . Be sure to include your 
name, address and a contact 
telephone number. Unfortunately 
we cannot return any prints, and 
please do not send negatives. 



ISUZU D-MAX YUKON RANGE 

119,499 

NOW WE RE TALKING 


CVOTR 


To book an Isuzu test drive contact us today. 

R W Crawford Agricultural Machinery Ltd 

Little Hook Farm, Hook Lane, Charing, TN27 OAN 

Telephone: 01233 428960 

www.rwcrawfordagriculturalmachinery-isuzu.co.uk 

R W Crawford Agricultural Machinery Ltd trading as R W Crawford Agricultural Machinery Ltd is a credit broker and not a lender. 

MPG figures are official EU test figures for comparative purposes and may not reflect real driving results. #0fficial fuel figures for the Isuzu Yukon Manual in mpg (1/100km): 
Urban 31.7 (8.9). Extra Urban 44.1 (6.4). Combined 38.7 (7.3). CO 2 emissions 192g/km. For model specific figures please contact us directly or visit www.isuzu.co.uk 


QUALITY 
THAT SPEAKS 
FOR ITSELF 

• Economical 

38.7 MPG Combined# 

• Fit for purpose 

4x4 Shift-on-the-fly 

• Comfortable 

Leather steering wheel 
with audio & cruise controls | 

• Strong & tough 

3.5 Tonne towing 

• Peace of mind 

5 Year/125,000 mile 
warranty* 


THE PICK-UP 

PROFESSIOnRI-S 
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By Steve Loader 

editorial@kosmedia.co.uk 


» Read more of Steve’s 
motoring reviews in... 

Kent Life 


ii For more cars visit 

drive24.co.uk 

Powered by mOTORS 





PIONEER: The fourth 
generation Prius serves 
us the same mix of 
futuristic styling and 
hybrid efficiency 


T OYOTA launched the original Prius 
some 20 years ago - the Latin-derived 
name suggested it was ahead of the 
game. 

The advertising strapline “just in 
time for the 21st century” was even braver: the 
debutante was a staid four-door saloon. 

But UK sales have risen steadily since it arrived 
here in 2000 and we now welcome the 4G (fourth 
generation) version after steady evolution into a 
practical, aerodynamic and futuristic, if slightly 
awkward five-door. 

And though unlikely to capture the driver’s 
soul, Toyota insists that the 4G Prius is far better 
now in ride and handling thanks to a new plat¬ 
form, set to underpin many other new Toyotas. 

The big spin-off from this is lower weight, yet 
greater strength and rigidity, boosting the effec¬ 
tiveness of the Prius’ electric motors, particularly 
in urban driving. 

Those motors are now more compact and effi¬ 
cient, again helping solve past weight issues, no¬ 
tably from the batteries - the bane of any hybrid 
design. 

OK, it will never be sporty when it has an emas¬ 
culating CVT (continuously variable transmis¬ 
sion) auto gearbox, but tax-conscious company 
car user choosers might well ignore that. 

The Prius has more petrol power nowadays too: 


the old 1.5-litre engine gave way to a more 
efficient 1.8 last time out and the latest car offers 
0-62mph in 10.6 seconds: not too bad and 
more than offset by an official combined 
94.1mpg on versions fitted with the smaller 15- 
inch wheels. 

Emissions as low as 76g/km of C02 also make 


it one of the greenest cars on UK roads, while its 
ability to run in electric only EV mode makes it 
attractive to city drivers or those who do many 
short journeys. 

The interior is futuristic like the outside, but 
easier on the eye and this also translates into 
much more space than in any previous Prius. 




^~ ^ - i . 




■ : 


us proves hybrid onaev 
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PREVIEW: Toyota’s petrol-electric pioneer has beaten off sceptics, shed 
weight, and shaped up for even greater sales with its fourth incarnation. 
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The Honda Type-R - a loveable beast 

So often seen wearing a green tinge nowadays, Honda had recalled its 

red-blooding racing instincts with the latest Civic Type-R, writes Steve Loader... Type-R 



F IVE years is a long time 
without a ‘halo car’ - a 
model that suffuses your 
whole line-up with 
showroom appeal and 
aspirational ownership. 

But that’s how long Honda denied 
itself the high performance cult 
status of the Civic Type-R, possibly 
due to the Japanese marque’s 
dedication to greener technologies. 

Denial is tough though, so the 
Type-R (from £29,995) hot hatch 
beast is back, and badder than ever 
after embracing turbocharging to 
deliver a staggering 306bhp, 
0-62mph in 5.7 seconds, plus 
class-leading top speed of 167mph. 

Billed as a ‘race car for the road’, it 
is the most extreme and high-per¬ 
forming Honda to ever wear the ‘Red 
H’ badge, and there’s no mistaking 
the Type-R’s intent. 

Vents and sprouts aplenty aid the 
already slippery Civic shape, and it 
wears highly visible red Brembo 
brake callipers, plus a classic red and 
black hot hatch interior with 
eye-catching, body-gripping sports 
seats. 

Honda has also done clever things 
with the suspension to make the 
most of all that power and, impor¬ 
tantly, transfer it to the road without 


silly levels of ‘torque steer’ transmit¬ 
ting to the driver’s hands under 
acceleration. 

There’s a +R button too that beefs 
up the suspension, steering and 
throttle response and, just so you 
know, the dashboard panel then 
glows red rather than white. 

Yet switching back to white/ 


normal mode shows how the Type-R 
can be a useable everyday hatch; 
recognition that the modern hot 
hatch driver must be older and better 
able to buy, run and insure such 
cars. 

In return, these drivers want more 
comfort for the 90 per cent of driving 
time when they cannot cut loose 


with such prodigious performance 
and handling, so the latest Type-R 
comes laden with kit and a well- 
made interior, including dual-zone 
climate control and Honda’s Connect 
infotainment and sat nav set-up - 
though the last is off the industry 
pace. 

In further recognition of such 


Price: 

from £29,995 

Driving appeal: 

★★★★★ 

Image: 

★★★★★ 

Space: 

★★★★ 

Value: 

★★★★★ 

Running costs: 

★★★ 

How green?: 

★★★ 

Best rival: Seat Leon SC Cupra 


sobriety, Honda has also broken with 
tradition by making the Type-R 
five-door this time - understandable 
when Swindon UK is the brand’s 
global centre for five-door Civic 
production - but hidden rear door 
handles make it look like a coupe 
hatch anyway. 

The engine is at the heart of the 
car’s appeal though, revving as 
smoothly and readily as a Type-R 
should, but with extra punch 
throughout from the turbocharger. 

The 2.0-litre’s noise can be 
tiresome on the motorway, but 
remember that the Type-R is not 
designed for long distance cruising, 
even if comfortable enough doing so. 

Instead, its forte is a twisty clear 
road when the slick six-speed ‘box 
can be twitched from gear to gear, 
ably supported by lovely direct 
steering and tenacious grip. 



SAVE OVER £2,000 On A flEW 16-PLATE HYUnDAI 


£10,995 


HYURDAI i20 SE 

HYUnDAI DEPOSIT 
COnTRIBUTIOn OF £250.00 


HYURDAI TUCSOR 

S 1.7 CRDI 116PS 
BLUE DRIVE 


FROM £150.43 
PER MOnTH 


FROM £249.52 
PER MOnTH 


HYUnDAI SAViriG OF 


YEAR 

On LIMITED 

MILEAGE 

WAKRAHTY 


MOnTHLY PAYMEnTS OF 

£150.43 


CUSTOMER DEPOSIT OF 

£2,498.75 


HYUnDAI DEPOSIT COnTRIBUTIOD 

£250.00 


TOTAL 

£2,748.75 


CASH PRICE OF VEHICLE 

£10,995.00 

i 

TOTAL AMOUnT OF CREDIT 

£8,246.25 


inTEREST CHARGES 

£1,286.73 


TOTAL AMOUnT PAYABLE 

£12,281.73 


OPTIOnAL FinAL PAYMEnT 

£4,117.50 


DURATIOn OF AGREEMEnT 

37 MOnTI- 

IS 

APR REPRESEnTATIVE 

APR 6.9% 


inTEREST FIXED 

3.55% PA 


EXCESS MILEAGE CHARGE PER MILE 

14.9P 


AnnUAL MILEAGE 

10,000 



MODTHLY PAYMEnTS OF 

£249.52 

CUSTOMER DEPOSIT OF 

£4,123.75 

HYUnDAI DEPOSIT COnTRIBUTIOn 

£1,000.00 

TOTAL 

£5,123.75 

CASH PRICE OF VEHICLE 

£20,495.00 

TOTAL AMOUnT OF CREDIT 

£15,371.25 

inTEREST CHARGES 

£2,521.47 

TOTAL AMOUnT PAYABLE 

£23,016.47 

OPTIOnAL FinAL PAYMEnT 

£8,910.00 

DURATIOn OF AGREEMEnT 

37 MOnTHS 

APR REPRESEnTATIVE 

APR 6.9% 

inTEREST FIXED 

3.55% PA 

EXCESS MILEAGE CHARGE PER MILE 

14.9P 

AnnUAL MILEAGE 

10,000 



HYurmm 


Tunbridge Wells Hyundai 

Unit 1, Dowding Way, Tunbridge Wells Tn2 3UY 


01892 458311 


Medway Hyundai 

London Road, Rainham Kent ME8 8PT 


new i20 and Tucson based on an estimate annual mileage of 10,000 miles per 
annum. *Excess mileage charged at 14.9 pence per mile. Terms and conditions 
apply. Images are for illustration purposes only. We have the right to remove any 
offer at any time without prior notice. Please contact us for full details. 


01634 408408 www.kenthyundai.co.uk 
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SKent on Sunday 


Bj^E 




.co.uk 


TO ADVERTISE: 

TELEPHONE 01233 653461 

EMAIL: appointments@kosmedia.co.uk 

ONLINE: www.jobs24.co.uk/kent 




A bb£V Court School 

“We grow people” 

“An outstanding school” (Ofsted July 2010 & October 2012) 

We are currently looking for a 

TEACHING ASSISTANT 

to join and enhance our large and expanding, high calibre team. 
Medway Scale, Grade D2 

£15,523 - £19,742 pro-rata + SEN Allowance (£1,215) 

Are you committed, motivated and enthusiastic? Can you make a difference? 
If so, share your talents and expertise with us. 

Abbey Court is located on 2 sites; Rainham (Nursery and Primary) and 
Strood (Secondary and Further Education), and caters for pupils aged 3-19 
with Severe Learning Difficulties. Working hours are 32.5 p/w (8.45am - 3.45pm), 
term time only. Comprehensive training and induction will be provided. 

Only those with childcare experience, or relevant childcare 
qualifications should apply. 


Due to the conditions and complex needs of the pupils at Abbey Court School, 
continuity and consistency of support is paramount and therefore candidates 
for all positions will need to commit to the full working hours of the post. 


This School is committed to safeguarding and promoting the welfare of children 
and young people, and expects all staff and volunteers to share this commitment. 
Any offer of appointment for post is subject to a satisfactory Criminal Record 
Bureau Disclosure. 

For an application pack, please write to/telephone 
(stating the role for which you are applying): 

Mrs Linda Taylor, Abbey Court School, Rede Court Road, 

Strood, Kent. ME2 3SP (01634 338236) 

Please note CV’s will not be accepted. 

Closing date: 23.3.16 - Interview date: 1.4.16 



Spencer Private Hospitals are two hospitals situated in East Kent. The larger of the two hospitals is a 22 bed 
independent hospital situated at the QEQM Hospital in Margate, whilst the second hospital is a 4 bed independent 
hospital based at the William Harvey Hospital in Ashford. Both hospitals have a reputation for providing excellent 
medical and surgical facilities supported by Specialist Consultants, Specialist Nurses and Physiotherapists. We have 
state of the art diagnostic equipment and exceptionally high standards of nursing care. 


Matron - Margate 


Hours: 37.5 per week 


Closing date: 21/03/16 


Full time 
Salary: £40,000.00 per annum 
Experience & Qualifications 

• ENB 998 and R/N Level 1 Diploma in Nursing 

• 5 years’ post registration 

• 3 years’ experience in management or senior position 

• Clinical governance and audit program experience 

• Policy/procedural development experience 

• Excellent communication and listening skills 

• Role model to provide advice and guidance to staff 

• Route cause analysis/management of quality improvement 

To discuss this opportunity, or to arrange an informal visit, please contact: Lynn Orrin, Hospital Manager on 
01843 234554. 

Senior Physiotherapist - Ashford 


Closing date: 21/03/2016 


Full time Hours: 37.5 per week 

Salary: £30-35,000.00 per annum (dependant on experience) 

Experience and Qualifications 

• BSc/Equivalent in Physiotherapy 

• Member of CSP 

• HCPC Registration 

• 5-7 years post graduate experience 

• Proven clinical experience in the delivery of Orthopaedic and MSK Physiotherapy 

To discuss this opportunity, or to arrange an informal visit, please contact: Adebayo Tijani, Physiotherapy 
Manager on 07479 987931. 

For a job description and application form for either role please visit www.spencerprivatehospitals.com/careers 

Alternatively, please contact Mathew Thomas, HR Apprentice 

Telephone: 01304 222690 

E-mail: recruitment@spencerhospitals.com 


Spencer Private Hospitals is an equal opportunity employer. 
These positions are subject to a Disclosure and Barring check. 


Spencer j 
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St h pliers 

u IQ 

Tel: 01303 254980/255005 
25/26 Clifton Gardens, 
Folkestone, Kent CT20 2EF 


We are looking for two full time experienced 

Level 3 
Senior Carers 

who will be responsible for the care, welfare and safety 
of our residents in the absence of their manager. 

To liaise with Doctors and other professional bodies, 
ensure junior staff are support in their role. 

To work with their manager. 

We are looking for a kind, caring, enthusiastic 
person to join our team, in looking after our elderly 
friendly and educated residents. 

They mainly need assistance with personal care. 

Some need help with feeding. 

To be responsible for the administration of medication, 
and to maintain medical records. 

Residents' needs must be met to a high standard, and 
their dignity and respect must be maintained at all times. 
To be responsible for the up keep of daily log books 
and recording of personal details. 

Must be prepared to work alternative weekends, 
on a shift basis. 

Hours also include working some bank holidays 
according to rota. 

All training is provided. 

Hourly rate to be discussed at interview. 

Career level required: Experienced 
Experience required: 1 + years 
Education required: Professional qualification/ 

accreditation 

Job type: Permanent 

Job status: Full Time 



JOBS MATCHED 
TO YOUR CV 

Look local with 


CO .ul< 



.co.uk 
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LEGAL AND PUBLIC NOTICES 


LEGAL AND PUBLIC NOTICES 


Notice is hereby given that Happy Samurai 
(Canterbury) Ltd has applied to Canterbury City 
Council for the GRANT of a Premises Licence 
to operate the following Regulated Activities: 
The sale of alcohol (on and off the premises) 
from 08:00 to 23:00hrs every day and Films from 
08:00 to 23:00 hrs every day, all at the following 
premises: Happy Samurai, 10-11 Marlowe 
Arcade, Canterbury, Kent CT1 2TJ. A register of 
licensing applications can be inspected at www. 
canterbury.gov.uk/licensing or at Council Offices, 
Military Road, Canterbury, Kent CT1 1YW tel. 
01227 862000 by appointment with the Licensing 
Team between 10am and 4pm Monday to Friday. 
Any person wishing to submit representations to 
this application must give notice in writing to the 
address shown above, giving in detail the grounds 
of objection by 01/04/2016. The Council will not 
entertain representations where the writer requests 
that their identity remains anonymous. Copies 
of all representations will be included in the 
papers presented to the Licensing Sub Committee 
and will therefore pass into the public domain. 
Representations must relate to one or more of 
the four Licensing Objectives: the prevention of 
crime and disorder, public safety, the prevention 
of public nuisance and the protection of children 
from harm. 


LICENSING ACT 2003: 
Application for Premises Licence 

Notice is hereby given that Ahmet Turker has applied 
to Ashford Borough Council for the VARIATION of a 
PREMISES LICENCE for the premises situated at 23 
High Street, Ashford, Kent TN24 8TH 
The variation is to: vary the opening hours from 08:00 to 
05:00 hours from Sunday to Saturday. The opening hours 
will also include late night refreshment (from 23:00 hrs 
to 05:00 hrs) 

A register of licensing applications can be viewed at 
the Licensing Section, Ashford Borough Council, Civic 
Centre, Tannery Lane, Ashford, Kent, TN23 1PL 01233 
330721 by appointment. 

Any person wishing to submit representations to this 


a pplication must give notice in writing to the address 

shown above, giving in detail the grounds of objection bv: 

12 / 04 / 2016 

Dated this 12th day of March 2016 
Signed A Turker 

The Council will not entertain representations where the 
writer requests that his identity remains anonymous. Copies 
of all representations will be included in the papers presented 
to the Licensing Panel and will therefore pass into the public 
domain. Representations must relate to one or more of the 
four Licensing Objectives: THE PREVENTION OF CRIME 
AND DISORDER, PUBLIC SAFETY, THE PREVENTION 
OF PUBLIC NUISANCE AND THE PROTECTION OF 
CHILDREN FROM HARM. 

It is an offence, liable on conviction to a fine up to level 5 
on the standard scale (£5000). Under Section 158 of the 
Licensing Act 2003 to make a false statement in or in 
connection with this application. 


Houdini’s Magic Bar Ltd of Houdini’s Magic 
Bar, 158 High Street, Broadstairs, Kent CT10 
1JB has applied to Thanet District Council, P.O. 
Box 9, Cecil Street, Margate, Kent for the Grant 
of a Premises Licence under the Licensing Act 
2003. A copy of the application may be inspected 
during normal office hours at the Thanet District 
Council offices, address above. 

The licensable activities will be Supply of Alcohol 
and Films froml0:00 to 00:30 hrs every day; Live 
and Recorded Music from 23:00 to 00:30 hrs 
every day; Anything of a Similar Description 
(Magic Shows) froml0:00 to 00:30 hrs every day; 
Late Night Refreshment from 23:00 to OLOOhrs 
every day. An extra hour at the end of all 
licensable activities on the Friday, Saturday and 
Sunday of the Easter Bank Holiday, the two May 
Bank Holidays and August Bank Holiday; also 
on Christmas Eve, Boxing Day, St. George’s, St. 
Andrew’s, St. Patrick’s and St. David’s Days; 17th 
August and 27th September and to celebrate St, 
Valentine’s, Halloween and Guy Fawkes. 

All Licensable activities to continue on New 
Year’s Eve from the end of Permitted Hours to the 
beginning of Permitted hours on New Year’s Day. 
Any representations in respect of the application 
should be made in writing to the Licensing 
Department, Thanet District Council, P.O. Box 9 
Cecil Street, Margate, Kent by 6th April 2016. It 
is an offence knowingly or recklessly to make a 
false statement in connection with an application 
and the maximum fine for which a person is liable 
on summary conviction for the offence is £5000. 
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Sport 

Jones in six-round 
Medway triumph 

The Sheppey heavyweight beat Ferenc Zsalek on points 



Boxing 


By Tom Pyman 

tom.pyman@archant.co.uk 


SHEPPEY heavyweight Dave Jones 
was victorious in his first professional 
six-round fight last weekend. 

The 34-year-old topped the bill on 
JE Promotions’ Best of the Best show 
at Medway Park in Gillingham and 
proved too strong for Hungarian op¬ 
ponent Ferenc Zsalek, claiming a 
shutout points victory. 

Extending his unbeaten run to six 
fights, Jones dominated the majority 
of the fight and edged the final round 
60-54 after landing a number of de¬ 
cent shots. 

The 6ft 5in fighter has now enjoyed 
four straight wins at his favoured set¬ 
ting in Medway Park, the first of those 
kicked off last March with a fine 
points win over Paul Butlin, a former 
Midlands area champion. 

Jones told KoS: “It felt good to go six 
rounds and to be honest I could have 
done ten because I’m the fittest I’ve 
ever been. 

“I don’t think it was the fitness that 
gave me the edge, though, I think I 
was just better than him. 

“I’ve improved with every fight, 
we’ve come away and worked on it 
and improved. 

“It’s all down to Ray [Askew], we 
get in the gym after fights and work 
on what needs improving. 

“Next up for me we’re going to try 
and look for a title fight, specifically 
the International Challenge belt.” 

With victories for Sheerness’ Oli 
Edwards, Maidstone’s Chris Mat¬ 
thews and middleweight debutant 
Charlie Shane on the same show, the 


WIN: Dave Jones in action 

Kent boxing scene appears to be 
thriving, which Jones says is great to 
see. 

“The way the sport has come on in 
the last few years is unbelievable,” he 
said. 

“There always used to be unli¬ 
censed fights here but now profes¬ 


sional boxing is hitting Kent in a big 
way and we’ve got some great fighters 
coming through. 

“It’s amazing to have that local 
support at Medway Park and I really 
enjoy fighting there, but I’d love to 
have my next one at home on the Isle 
of Sheppey.” 


ECB reduces Division One to eight teams 


Cricket 


KENT’S return to the highest level of 
domestic cricket has been made 
harder by changes announced on 
Monday by the ECB. 

After discussions with the all the 
first class cricket counties about the 
future of the game, the ECB board 
has agreed major changes for 2017. 

From next year there will be 
changes to the structure and timing 
of not only the longer format of the 
game but also the NatWest T20 Blast 
and Royal London One-Day Cup. 

In the County Championship, Divi¬ 
sion One will contain eight teams - 
one fewer than now - and Division 
Two will be home to ten teams - one 
more than now. This year only one 
county will be promoted and two 



HOME: The Spitfire Ground 


relegated. From the following 
season, the two-up and two-down 


system will return. 

Kent finished the 2015 season in 
seventh place in Division Two, with 
Yorkshire winning their second 
consecutive county title. 

Confirming the developments, 
Colin Graves, chairman of the 
England & Wales Cricket Board, said: 
“These decisions follow a number of 
productive meetings with the Chief 
Executives and Chairmen of the First 
Class Counties. We’ve worked closely 
together, looking to improve the 
domestic structure for the good of 
the game. 

“The changes for 2017 will be 
good for fans, players and our 
international teams. The season is 
easier to follow, the blocks help 
players focus on specific skills and 
there’s a better balance across all 
three formats. 




HOME: Gallagher Stadium 


Maidstone loan out 
midfielder Bodkin 


LEATHERHEAD have snapped up 
Maidstone United midfielder Matt 
Bodkin on a month-long loan. 

The 32-year-old had spoken to 
Tonbridge Angels before choosing a 
move to Fetcham Grove, where he 
will link up with former teammates 
Alex Brown, Frannie Collin and 
Steve Watt. 

Maidstone boss Jay Saunders said: 
“Bodders needs some game time and 


Leatherhead have seven matches 
during his loan spell. 

“He’s not played regularly for a few 
weeks, so it will be good for him to 
get some minutes and put himself 
back in contention for the final four 
league games of the season.” 

Bodkin, who’s made 88 appear¬ 
ances since joining in August 2014, 
will return ahead of the Stones’ 
fixture with Dartford on April 9. 


Former Chelsea 

TABLE-TOPPING Ebbsfleet United 
bagged another signing this week by 
concluding a deal for Whitehawk 
midfielder Sam Deering. 

The former Chelsea trainee joins 
on a permanent contract until the 
end of this season, with an option to 
extend. 

An attacking player with flair who 
is excellent with the ball at his feet, 
Deering has scored 28 goals in 75 


trainee signs 

games for Whitehawk. 

Fleet boss Daryl McMahon told the 
club’s website after completing the 
transfer: “Sam’s another player with 
obvious qualities to strengthen us in 
certain areas going into this crucial 
final period. 

“He has been involved in promo¬ 
tion races at this and higher levels 
and he’ll add another dimension for 
us.” 


Darts to face Fleet or 
Charlton in cup final 


DARTFORD booked their place in the final 
of the Kent Senior Cup last week after 
beating Greenwich Borough 2-1 at Princes 
Park on Tuesday night. 

Goals from Ronnie Vint and George 
Sykes settled the tie but there was little to 
choose between the Darts, sixth in 
National League South, and a Borough 
side sitting top of the Southern Counties 
East League. 

It was Vint who opened the scoring for 
the hosts when his volley flashed across 
the goalkeeper for his first senior goal as a 
Dartford player, before the game was 
secured on 88 minutes when Sykes 
climbed well to head home a cross from the 
right. 

Borough substitute Michael Power 
pulled a goal back as the game entered 
stoppage-time, but Tony Burman’s men 
held on. 

They will play the winners of the other 
semi-final between Ebbsfleet United and 
Charlton Athletic, which takes place at 
Stonebridge Road on Tuesday. 


FINAL: Tony Burman 


j_ V i. » Email sports@kosmedia.co.uk 

k^TjOlI iJlIO X IS or call Tom Pyman on 01233653477 


Keep up-to-date with all Kent’s sports news via social media on: 

^ Twitter @KentSport r Facebookwww.facebook.com/kentsport.3 
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STGLUSONS 

Tel: 01227 767576 www.stellisonselectrical.co.uk 


Kitchens & Appliances 


COMING SOON - STUNNING NEW 
KITCHGN SHOWROOM. IOOOS OF 
DESIGNS TO CHOOSE FROM 


GREAT DEALS AVAILABLE 
NOW ON ALL APPLIANCES. 

View our Miele, Rangemaster, 
Siemens, Bosch & Neff 
displays in store today 

I EURONICSi 


Opening Hours: Monday - Saturday 9:00am-6:00pm Sunday 10:00am-4:00pnn 


□BJ3 (Belling ) 0 AEG SAMSUNG Blomberg SONY FTTTm SIEMENS (®i 


BOSCH Panasonic IS LG azna 
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